
Nga Mihi o Matariki Kia Koutou 

TEACHER SHORTAGES 
Many of you will have read media reports of teacher shortages which are particularly acute in the 
Auckland Region.  It is becoming obvious to many principals that this is likely driven by the high price 
of housing in Auckland combined with the worsening traffic problems. 

Consequently, schools are struggling to fill vacancies, in particular those that come up during the year. 

Waiuku College has had 4 recent resignations that we are struggling to replace: 

Mr Fryer in technology is moving to an International School in China mid-year. 

Mrs Adam in English has left to take up a position at El Zayed Girls School. 

Mrs Sanson our Head of English is retiring from teaching mid-year, and Mr Mather from Social Science 
is leaving to do further study at University. 

We have advertised these positions and have already filled one.  However, this person cannot start till 
mid-August.  The other positions may be harder to fill.  This means that we will have to resort to using 
more of our day to day relieving teachers, who may not be specialists in the required subject areas.  I 
ask that parents show some patience and understanding with these difficult circumstances.  We will at 
all times try and keep our students well informed. 

IS YOUR CHILD ATTENDING? 
We have a full-time attendance support worker who does a great job of monitoring student attend-
ance and calling home about absent students.  But now we also have ‘The Parent Portal”!  This allows 
you to log into the school attendance system to check student attendance yourself.  Instructions are 
included in this newsletter. (parents can also view assessment, report and billing information) 

NB – please note!  We ask teachers to ideally update attendance at the end of each class, but most 
certainly by the end of the day.  Be warned  - this does NOT always happen due to trips, teacher    
absence, school events and other reasons.  A quick phone call to the attendance officer will help    
clarify the situation. 

SCHOOL STARTS AT 8.40am 

We are really impressed with the high proportion of our students who walk to school and get here on 
time.  We ask that parents dropping off students also please make an effort to get the students to 
school by 8.40am.  Too many are arriving between 8.45am and 9.00am thereby missing the important 
start of lesson instructions and activities. 

STUDENT VOICE – ANTI BULLYING WEEK 
We had a successful pink shirt anti-bullying mufti day recently. We also held student voice workshops 
in that week where students were able to talk about the bullying experiences they had or saw and 
what they thought the school could and should do better to address them.  The feedback will now be 
shared with all our staff and new strategies looked at to address the concerns brought to us. 

SCHOOL BALL 
Our annual school ball is coming up again later in June and excitement is building amongst the        
students as the big night approaches.  Every year there are some disappointed students who cannot 
attend as they do not meet the required standards expected of them at Waiuku College, be it in 
attendance, attitude or behaviour.  Our Senior DP, Mr Nickless makes these decisions in consultation 
with the Senior Deans and I fully support his judgement each year.  We have a proud record of       
successful, fun-filled balls that we maintain by keeping our entry standards high. 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 

 

12 to 16 June 

Cultural Week 

 

16 June 

Senior Reports issued 

 

20 June 

Board Meeting 5.30 pm 

 

7 July 

Junior Reports issued 

End of Term 2 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 



ERO VISIT – TERM 3 
The Education Review Office will be visiting Waiuku College late in August to carry out a full school review.  We welcome the oppor-
tunity to have outside reviewers coming into our school to look at what we do and how we might do better.  

YEAR 13 CAREERS INTERVIEWS 
All Year 13 students have been invited to interviews with careers staff.  Up to this point 59% have completed this opportunity.  They 
are held during study periods.  It is important that Year 13s take advantage of these meetings to confirm their plans and require-
ments for the next steps they take after finishing school.  University Liaison staff visits begin in August and are really useful for those 
still deciding on what tertiary programme to follow. 

BYOD SENIOR SCHOOL 
Year 11 students are now into their third year of BYOD and some may be considering upgrading their devices as they move into    
senior subjects that require more specific device capabilities.  Our IT Manager, Mr Grant Taylor or DP Mr Todd Malcolm, are both 
happy to provide advice to students or parents on these choices – and also to recommend retailors who provide good value and   
service support. 

SCIENCE FAIR 2017 
My thanks to all the Science teachers and students who worked together to submit projects for this year’s Science Fair.  Thanks to all 
the parents who came out for the awards night last week, and congratulations to those finalists going through to the Franklin Finals 
at Pukekohe High School next week. 

FUTURISM & DIGITAL DISRUPTION 
I highly recommend parents watch the TV series ‘What’s Next’ presented by John Campbell and Nigel Latta and screening on Sunday 
nights at 8.30pm (or on demand).  Part of their brief is to look at what schools are and should be doing differently to prepare         
students for the rapidly changing world we are facing. 

 

Tom  Vanderlaan 
Principal 

ACCESSING STUDENT ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

Log in to the Waiuku College Moodle site and select parent  services, then MUSAC Edge login.  Enter the e-mail address you supplied to 
the school (usually at enrolment time).  If this has changed, you will need to contact the college office and have your e-mail updated.  If 
you have not used this facility before you will need to get a password.  Select “Forgot Password” and a new password will be sent to 
your account.  

 

You can also access the link through the college website under “Parent and Caregiver”. 

 

If you have any difficulties accessing the MUSAC site, please contact the college. 

ATTENDANCE 

Once you have accessed the site, select the student name at the top of the page and this will take you to the Summary page.  Here you 
will see attendance data for that day. 

Clicking on the Attendance tab will give you day by day attendance information for the student.  The default information is the past four 
weeks, but you can also select data for the past week, the current term or the year to date.  



 S.T.A.R. COURSES: 

What an uptake we have had so far this year with our STAR 
funded Courses which are open to all Year 12 and Year 13     
students. 

Our First Aid Course was a hit.  All students should consider   
taking this as the certificate is valid for 2 years, and is something 
future employers/educators value. 

As always, our Tourism and Flight Attending courses were as 
popular as ever, due to this being one of the biggest and fastest 
growing industries in New Zealand. 

Police Preparation starts this week, and the MIT Baking, MAINZ 
Engineering and Nursing short courses are due to start soon. 

Term 3 is all about the media, so students with an interest in 
Screen acting, TV and 3D animation, as well as Radio Broad-
casting, will be attending their respective courses. 

These are only a sample of what is available for students to try, 
and a great way to get a taste of an industry of interest before 
committing long term to something that may or may not be the 
right future pathway. 

SO if your student is in Year 12 or Year 13 next year, please   
encourage them to have a look at what’s on offer….it truly is an 
opportunity to be encouraged. 

 
BOOK TASTING 
On 22 May the English Department    
hosted a Book Tasting event which was 
held in the Library during lunchtime.    
Students entered a restaurant-type 
setting and the event attracted many  
enthusiastic readers.    

A Book tasting is a great activity to showcase your school library 
collection to both avid readers, reluctant readers and those in 
between. The idea behind a book tasting is simple.   

In a book tasting, students experience a restaurant experience, 
but instead of serving a three course meal with food, instead 
they sample three different books and decide if they’d like to 
read them and to expand their reading tastes.  The goal of the 
book tasting is that students will leave with at least one of these 
books (hopefully more) that they are excited about using as an 
independent reading book.   

The students who took part were keen to attend the next event 
as it appealed to a whole new genre of students who were avid 
readers.  

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Twenty students from the Primary Industry classes spent 
Wednesday 7th June planting  native trees that the class has 
grown. 

Eve from Trees for Survival reminded students how to plant 
trees. 

The morning weather was perfect for planting.  Once we had 
finished the rain came down to give the plants a good watering. 

The students planted 500 trees and Eve complimented the   
students for the great effort it takes to plant in spongy Kikuyu 
grass!   

Thank you to Susan Warrington for providing the Chocolate 
Brownie and lunch. 

CAREERS UPDATE 

We have had a very successful term 1 and 2 so far, with our 
STAR and Gateway programmes running very effectively, and 
new careers initiatives being introduced into the school. 

The careers department has recently finished all year 13 inter-
views, where all year 13 students were allocated a time to 
attend a workshop if they had not seen us earlier. Those        
students who did attend their timeslot, received valuable infor-
mation about important dates, documents and what needs to 
be done before they go on study leave in November.  

This month we have our largest event of the school year, our 
Careers Expo.  After last year’s success, we have decided to not 
only repeat the Franklin Schools Career Expo, but to increase it 
in size, by reviewing our ability to host more providers at a new 
venue.  Pukekohe High School, Waiuku College, Onewhero Area 
School and Tuakau College, will offer one large event for our 
students, families and community on Thursday 22 June at the 
Pukekohe Indian Association (PIA) Events Centre, from 5.30-
8.00pm.   

Once again we will be putting on a bus or two, depending on 
demand, to take our students and families over to Pukekohe to 
the expo, free of charge.  Currently, we have around seventy 
providers who will be attending, all focused around further    
education or training.  These providers are from universities and 
other training organizations which may offer apprenticeships. 

If you are interested in attending, and would like to take the bus 
provided, please complete a registration form which will be 
available from the Student Centre from 12 June - students will 
need to book the number of seats required.  

With only 16 school weeks left for our seniors this year it is   
important students take the opportunities to investigate career 
pathways, whether it is to inform option selection next term, or 
to transition out of school.  So check out the notices and our 
Facebook page for updates about our expo and careers infor-
mation. 

 



UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 2017 

Daily - 8.30 am to 9..30 am,. And 

Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri - 1.30pm to 2.10 pm 

Wed - 12.35 pm to 1.20 pm 

wanted 

Ice Cream Containers   

Please drop at College office 

    Homestay Families Wanted 

Are you interested in becoming a Homestay Family for 
an International Student?  The hosting duration can 
be as short as a week, or as long as a year.   

We prefer new hosts to start by having a short stay   
student to get an idea of what is involved.  With this 
in mind, we are expecting a group from Japan, and 
another from China in August, so this is an ideal time 
to sign up.  Of particular interest are families who live 
in the township; have no pets and/or have a current 
Waiuku College student. 

The procedure is as follows: 

 Register your interest providing name, postal address 
& phone number 

 Receive information pack via email or post (indicate 
preference) 

 Complete Application Form and return 

 Complete Police Vetting Service Form - Evidence of 
Identity (primary and secondary ID sighted at school) 

 Homestay Coordinator Home Visit 

 Host student  

Please email Amber to register your interest:-             
amber.finau@waiuku-college.school.nz 

  

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College. 

SCIENCE FAIR RESULTS 
Congratulations to the following students who achieved very well 
at the recent Science Fair: 

 

POSTER - YEAR 9  
1st   Penelope Cave - Books vs Electronic books 

2nd   Hannah Nicolson - Bananas 

3rd   Natasha Dobbs - Recycle Glass  

  

TECHNOLOGICAL SOLUTION 
1st   Rico Botma - Coffee Heater 

2nd   Jackson Bartell - Environmental Website 

3rd=  Zoe Lund & Tamlyn Burden - Ezy Hanger &  

  Olivia Lunn - Reuben's Tube 

  

SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION 
1st   Hunter Murray - Eco vs regular detergents 

2nd   Maisson Murray - Egg Drop 

3rd    Emily Hewitt - 

  

Waiuku Golf &         
Squash Club 

 
 

Would you like to have fun and get fit at the same time? 

Come along to Waiuku Squash Club and learn a new skill. 

Squash coaching sessions will be available at Waiuku 
Squash Courts starting Thursday 15th June 2017.   Time to 
be decided pending numbers interested.  

Adults - $5 fee per session.   
You will need non-marking sports footwear and racquet.  
We will supply squash balls. 

Children – $5 fee per session.   
We have some footwear and racquets available to use.  If 
you prefer to wear own footwear, it needs to be non- 
marking.  We will supply squash balls.  

  

POSTER - YEAR 10 

What a mess           Ashleigh Nicholson 10KI           

Fish                             Aimee Te Kanawa   

Water Troughs         Olivia Glenny 

  

TECHNOLOGICAL DEVICE 
Polystyrene changing       Charlotte Phillips 

Camp popcorn              Tremayne Thomson 

Multipurpose archery gloves         Caroline Pembridge 

  

SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION 
Are birds attracted to colour?      Seren Conway 

Plant Fertilizer                                 Olivia Jordan & Tara Lipscombe 

Bubble trouble                                Laura Nicholson 

mailto:amber.finau@waiukucollege.school.nz
https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege


STUDENT ABSENCES \ SICKNESS 
If your student is not coming in to school please phone the after-hours 
or absentee line (during school hours) and record the following:  Your 
name, name of the student and the reason for their absence.   

If you are unable to make a call please send a note in with them the 
day they return to school.  A Medical Certificate is required for 3 or 
more days absence due to sickness. 

If your student feels sick at school please remind them to tell their 
teacher if they are in class, or come to the Student Centre.  The office 
staff will then make contact with you to arrange pick up etc.  If you 
require your student to leave during school hours, a note or a phone 
call is required before they can leave. 

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club—after school on Thursday 
                                                            

   Note  The Internet is available each day during 
   lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

Waiuku College School App 

Download the Waiuku College App on both Android and IPhone 
It gives you access to 

 Absentee email or call 

 Term dates 

 Links to MUSAC and Moodle 

 Alerts for whole school events and specific sports, arts etc 

 School contacts 

Just search for Waiuku College in the Play or iTunes store. 

Remember to set the alerts that you want to receive when you download the app. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Parent Rep) peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Chair) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Deputy Chair) buck@sunsetfreerange.co.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gtmail.com 

Susanna Passi (Student Rep) passisr@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

BOARD MEETING DATES 2017 
(5.30pm in the College Boardroom)  

Tuesday 21 February Tuesday 22 August 

Tuesday 21 March Tuesday 19 September 

Tuesday 11 April Tuesday 24 October 

Tuesday 23 May Tuesday 21 November 

Tuesday 20 June Tuesday 12 December 

IF YOU HAVE YOUR HOME 
LOAN APPROVED AT THE ASB 
BETWEEN 1 JANUARY AND 30 
JUNE 2017, PLEASE NOTE THE 
OFFER FROM ASB TO THE 
SCHOOL.  WE WOULD LOVE 
YOUR SUPPORT. 

Please mention that you 

would like the $500 donation 

to go to Waiuku College. 



SCHOOL FAMILIES AND FRIENDS - KARAOKE TALENT QUEST AT WAIUKU COSMOPOLITAN CLUB 

Be sure to check out the Karaoke Talent Quest every Friday night at the Waiuku Cosmopolitan Club. The winning sing-
er in the Grand Finals, takes home a karaoke & audio package worth over $2500!  

Open to all contestants 18 years and older. 

 
By supporting your friends, or family members, in the Talent Quest, you also get to support your school, and poten-
tially win a $1200 karaoke package for your school, and here’s how. 

 
In conjunction with the Talent Quest, there is also a competition for the “favourite school”, with the “most voted for”      
winning school, receiving on the night of the finals, a karaoke package worth over $1200.  So, if you are after a great 
night out, get along to the Waiuku Cosmopolitan Club, 4 Victoria Ave., Waiuku, any Friday night, have a sing, a dance 

and some fun, and vote for your favourite school.  

Any questions or for further information email sing@sundown.co.nz  

mailto:sing@sundown.co.nz

