
I have returned from 7 weeks medical leave after having a full knee replacement operation.  My 
thanks to Mr Malcolm for his work as Acting Principal in that time. 

ERO  
We have received our confirmed Education Review Office Report and have placed it on our school 
Website.  It can also be accessed at the ERO website. 

The Board are extremely pleased with the positive tone and comments in the report which validate 
the great work done by our staff and the continued high achievement of our students. 

TEACHER SHORTAGES 
I am pleased to report that we are fully staffed for 2018 and are not as badly affected as many other 
Auckland Schools by the teacher supply situation.  The Ministry has predicted that our roll will actually 
fall slightly next year due to the combined effects of three years of small year 8 groups coming 
through from the primary schools.  This has meant that the Board of Trustees has had to reduce the 
teacher numbers by 2 and the process to do this has almost been completed.  Any student subject 
choices affected by these changes will be notified to students and parents by a letter from me. 

STAFFING CHANGES 
A big welcome to our new Head of Technology Mr Matt Henderson who started at the college this 
term, along with our new Guidance Counsellor Mrs Sita Bakker.  Our thanks to Mrs Maggie Anderson, 
our retiring counsellor who is returning to her home town in the sunny Bay of Plenty. 

SCHOOL LEADERS 
A big congratulations to all the 2018 Prefects and House Leaders.  Leadership opportunities are a 
great privilege and we know these students will follow in the footsteps of our outstanding 2017   
Leaders, and will lead will pride and determination.   

Well done to our Head prefects: 

 Peta Butler and James Hannah Batty – Head Students 

 Sidney MacMillan and Andrew Goodare – Deputy Head Students 

SPORTS AWARDS 
Once again, a fantastic night, where our sports men and women were recognised and celebrated.  
Congratulations to the winners and a big thank you to all the coaches and parents whose support has 
enabled our students to have these sporting opportunities. 

SENIOR PRIZEGIVING 
A wonderful celebration which was once more well supported by parents and community. 

Our top prizewinners were:   Joint Dux – Scott Scobie and Jamie Walker; and 

      Proxime Accessit – Janetta Hamilton 

A  special mention of Jamie’s success as he was accelerated a full year level as part of our Gifted and 
Talented guidance and support programme.  Achieving the supreme academic award is a testament 
to his ability and hard work, as well as to the teachers and support staff in the school who have been 
involved in supporting him. 

My congratulations to Scott Scobie.  He not only shared the Dux award with Jamie but he also, in the 
last few months of this year, became the first student in my 10 years at the college to get taller than 
me!  ‘Titiro Teitei Scott”!  You aimed high – and got there! 

 

 

 

 

TERM 4 started 16 October

9 - 14 November 

Junior Exams 

9 November - 1 December 

NCEA Exams 

20 - 24 November 

Year 10 Camp 

7 December 

Junior Prizegiving at 11.30am 

& End of Year  

 

TERM 1 2018 

16 January onwards 

Office Open (for sale of      
uniform) 

30 January 

Yr 9 & Yr 13 students start 

31 January 

All Yr levels in 

6 February 

Waitangi Day 

23 February 

Class Photos 

12—16 March 

Year 9 Camp week 
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NCEA EXAMS 
NCEA starts on the 9th November and finishes on the 1st of December. 

Year 11 -13 students are on study leave from the 8th November.  Senior students are welcome to come and study at school where 
there are reserved spaces in the I-Hub/Library. 

SCHOOL DONATIONS 
My thanks to those parents who have supported the school with the $150 donation this year.  It will be great if the new government 
follows through with its policy to provide extra funding to schools who stop asking for donations.  We would definitely consider   
signing up for this. It is unlikely to be in place before 2019 so we will still be asking for a donation in 2018.  Our school magazine costs 
about $20 per head to print and is provided free to those families who pay the donation. 

BIKING TO SCHOOL 
We are playing our part and reminding our cyclists about safe riding and ensuring they wear helmets, especially through our town-
ship.  We ask parents to support these messages as well. 

 

 

 
MAORI COMMUNITY 
My thanks to our Maori parents who completed the surveys recently as part of the Rongohia Te Hau process at our school.  The   
findings from the surveys and the observations done in our classrooms have been reported back to the school, and are helping us 
plan strategically for the future to better continually support Maori students to achieve highly.  I am happy to share data from this 
exercise with those parents involved who wish to approach me for copies of the reports. 

 

 
 

 

Kind regards 
Tom Vanderlaan 
Principal 

 

 

ANNOUNCING OUR HOUSE CAPTAINS FOR 2018 

KAURI 

Captains:    Nathan Shackleton, Hema Buchanan 

Dep. Captains:   Shameel Mohammed, Waiohua Minhinnick 

Junior Captains:  Zoe Lund, Jonty Short 

MATAI 

Captains:    Latisha Latu, Majenta Grant 

Dep. Captains:   Chloe Laker, Sasha Heke 

Junior Captains:  Dani Bell, Jessica Saunders 

RIMU 

Captains:    Meighan Clatworthy, Ruby Kendall 

Dep. Captains:   Ryan Maclean, Briana Mercer, Mackenzie  
     Stratton 

Junior Captains:  Jessye Darwin, Laura Walker 

TOTARA  

Captains:    Benjamin Lamont, Olivia King 

Dep Captains:   Matthew Codling, James Sixsmith 

Junior Captains:  Hannah Dodd, Charles Stephens 

 

ANNOUNCING OUR PREFECTS FOR 2018 
    

   James Hanna-Batty (Head Boy) 

   Peta Butler (Head Girl) 

   Andrew Goodare (Dep. Head Boy) 

   Sidney McMillan (Dep. Head Girl) 

 Loretta Ailepata    Hannah McGillan 

 Anke Dippenaar    Cody Ohms 

 Hayden Foy     Finn Roberts-Craig 

 Marius Jansen van Rensburg  Jenni Smith 

 Emily Kitson     Ruby-Jean Steele 

 Daniella Kriek     Connor Sylva-Baird 

 Sasha Kyd     Jade Walters 

 Tony Lin      Jayden Watts 

 Niko Manning  



 

 

 
Our Annual Sports Awards were held recently in the College Hall 
with an overwhelming crowd of parents, caregivers and        
community members, staff and students.  
This year we were fortunate to have Ms Brooke Neil, a NZ    
Womens’ Hockey Blacksticks player as our guest speaker.  She 
entertained the crowd with the journey of her sport, right from  
early days playing hockey in Whangarei, and on to playing at the 
Rio Olympics.  We thank the ANZ and Olympic Academy for   
allowing her to attend.  
We had many students winning their respective trophies in the 
wide range of sports that we offer here at College.  
We made special farewell to Mrs Rachel Browne-Cole who has 
coached netball teams at the college for the past 10 years, and 
Mrs Bronwyn Sloane for coaching and managing Netball teams 
for the past 8 years.  We wish them well and hope that one day 
they will return to help out.  
Once again many thanks to all who attended and also to every-
one who supports Waiuku College Sport.  Without you all we 
could never offer the range of sporting codes we presently do.  
Congratulations to all our winners, and if you are not returning 
in 2018, the best of luck for the future and we hope you         
continue in your chosen sport.  

By Judith Coe, Sports Coordinator  
Special Awards went to the following: 

Kurtis Shuker    Supreme Sporting Excellence   

                                                                            (Brett Donald Trophy) 

Emily Kitson    Best All-round Sportswoman 

James Sixsmith   Best All-round Sportsman 

Gold Netball Team   Team of the Year 

Britney Cunningham-Lee Mr & Mrs L Coe Trophy for  

                       dedication in their Sport 

Frances Good    Corrie White Cup Sporting  

                                Endeavour for Girls 

Luke Rattrie    Athol Ohlson Cup Sporting 

                                Endeavour for Boys 

Tayla Thornton   Service to Sport 

Lily Sixsmith    Best All-round Junior Sportswoman 

                      (Stephen Donald Trophy) 

Liam Cutler    Best All-round Junior Sportsman 

                      (Stephen Donald Trophy) 

Kurtis Shuker    Colours Award Orienteering 

Tyla Hackett    Colours Award Equestrian 

Jayden Watts    Colours Award Football 

Britney Cunningham-Lee Colours Award Football 

Emily Kitson    Colours Award Rugby 
 

Congratulations to all prizewinners! 

 

Sports Awards 2017 

Guest Speaker 

James Sixsmith Tayla Thornton 

Luke Rattrie 

Kurtis Shuker 

Frances Good 

Lily Sixsmith 

Gold Netball Team Mr Donald & Liam Cutler 

Britney, Tyla, Kurtis, Emily, Jayden 

Emily Kitson 



 

 

EXCELLENCE IN TEACHING  
AWARD 
This is awarded to a teacher who is      
passionate, articulate and is incredibly 
knowledgeable about their curriculum 
subject area. 
The recipient of the Excellence in Teaching 
Award for 2017 is Mr Rodney Jackson 
 

PREMIER AWARDS: 
JOINT DUX 
The Joint Dux was awarded to: 
Scott Scobie and Jamie Walker 
 

PROXIME ACCESSIT 
The Proxime Accessit, the award for runner up to the Dux, was 
awarded to Janetta Hamilton 
 

TOP YEAR 12 SCHOLAR 
Our Top Scholar for Year 12 was Finn Roberts-Craig who     
received the Year 12 History Mahi A Nga Tupuna and the   
Davie Trophy 
 

TOP YEAR 11 SCHOLAR 
Our Top Scholar for Year 11 was Talia Mather who received 
the Ranson Cup and the Stuart Kelly Trophy 
 

SPECIAL AWARDS: 
Susanna Passi - the Te Toa, the top Pasifika student who  
displays the values of Aroha, Manaakitanga, Wairua, Awhina 
and Tautoko  

Ngaiwi Kahukoka - The C F Brown trophy for Contribution to 
Taha Maori & the Pei Te Hurunui Jones trophy for the Top Te 
Reo student & the Te Toa, the top Maori student who displays 
the values of   Aroha, Manaakitanga, Wairua, Awhina and  
Tautoko 

James Sixsmith - the top Sportsman for 2017 

Emily Kitson - the top Sportswoman for 2017 

Kurtis Shuker - the Brett Donald trophy for Supreme Sporting 
Excellence 

Janetta Hamilton - The Waiuku District High School Sheffield 
Public Speaking Cup 

Maurea Perez-Varea - The Waiuku Citizens Cup for Best Public 
Performance in Drama 

Caitlin Kelly - the Contribution to Music Award 

Sophie Hamer - the Conrad Horne Cup for Excellence in     
Musicianship and Performance 

Finn Stainton - the Waiuku College Service to the Arts Cup 

Charlee Passi - the School Council Cup (awarded by Prefects) 
for contribution to the life of the school 

Megan Muir & Caitlin Kelly - the School Council Cup (awarded 
by Prefects) for outstanding effort and contribution to the life 
of the school 

Simone van der Merwe - the Waiuku College Staff trophy for 
exceptional endeavour over 5 years 

Michael Lawrie - the S G Harrison Principal’s trophy for       
triumph over a range of obstacles 

Tayla Thornton - the Aitken Cup for All-round Endeavour and 
Widest Contribution to the life of the school 

Cameron Lamont - the Waiuku Rotary Cup for Service before 
Self at school and in the wider community 

 

 

EXCELLENCE CREDITS IN INTERNAL STANDARDS 
We recognise those students with 40 Excellence Credits and 
above: 

NCEA Level 1 - Year 11 
Chloe Laker   82  Cindy Nguyen   64 
Latesha Latu   81  Majenta Grant  62 
Hannah Hewitt  77  Mauriora Kaihau  62 
Faith Jepson   75  Katelyn Ying   61 
Shameel Mohammed 75  Caitlyn Caines   55 
Olivia Simnor   72  Phoebe Malcolm  51 
Talia Mather   69  Jeesoo Kim   47 
Frances Good   68  Shenay Fraser   46 
Mikayla Capes  66  Lisa Bui    43 
Peta Martinovich-Harding  64 Natalie Moore  42 
 

NCEA Level 2 - Year 12 
Peta Butler   58  Andrew Goodare  44 
Jayden Watts   52  Harmony Allen  43 
Finn Roberts-Craig  50  Hayden Foy   40 
Jade Walters   49  Ashley Green   40 
Sidney McMillan  47  Natasha Salter  40 
 

NCEA Level 3 - Year 13 
Jamie Walker   60  Georgia Newton  49 
Scott Scobie   57  Ngaiwi Kahukoka  45 
Janetta Hamilton  49  Sophie Hamer   41 
 

TROPHY RECIPIENTS 
Leahmya Nepia   High Wire Charitable Trust Top     
     Student Trophy (Year 11) 
Matthew Torpey  NZ Trade Academy Primary ITO     
     Trophy (Year 11) 
Tazmin Foote   High Wire Charitable Trust Top     
     Student Trophy (Year 12) 
Megan Leeson  NZ Trade Academy Primary ITO     
     Trophy (Year 12) 
Chloe Kayll-Irvine  Franklin Arts Festival Society Award 
     for Excellence in Art (Year 13) 
Reyne Evaroa   Wku Business Devel. Assoc. Cup for 
     Entrepreneur of the Year (Year 13) 
Joshua Martin   John Robinson Memorial Trophy for 
     top student in any disciplines in  
     Technology (Year 13) 
Scott Scobie   NZ Steel Year 13 Cup for Science 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Sophie Hamer   The New Frontiers Excellence        
     Entrance  Scholarship for academic 
     ability, worth $2,500 

Simone van der Merwe  The Leaders of Tomorrow Entrance 
     Scholarship for academic ability and 
     outstanding leadership, worth  
     $6,000 

Janetta Hamilton  The Leaders of Tomorrow Entrance 
     Scholarship for academic ability and 
     outstanding leadership, worth  
     $7,000 

Caitlin Kelly   The University of Otago Maori &  
     Pacific Peoples’ Entrance Scholarship 
     for academic achievement, commu-
     nity involvement and motivation  
     to succeed at university, worth  
     $10,000 
 
(See Photo page following) 

Senior Prizegiving 2017 

 



Senior  Prizegiving  Photos 

Scott Scobie & Jamie Walker Janetta Hamilton Finn Roberts-Craig Talia Mather 



 

 

It has been an absolute pleasure to watch the learners in our 
department achieve so much this year.  Having now been here 
in my first full year, I was able to implement and bring to life 
ideas about what I believe music education should look like.  I 
believe that music brings us together and allows us to experi-
ence feelings and emotions when you learn how to really lis-
ten to music.  I also believe that music is very personal.  One 
of my goals was to make our learners feel safe in playing their 
own music to us and the wider school.  There is something so 
incredible when an audience connects with an artist while 
they perform their own songs.  My big goal was to encourage 
all these things and more in order to see real life experience 
lead to better results, while also putting the Waiuku College 
Music Department on the map. 

So this year, for the very first time, we had six bands and one 
soloist compete at the SmokeFree Rockquest.  The bands that 
performed were: Sayon, Red Rocks, Four Words, Shameless 
Ambitions, Pluvia and Ethereal.  Of the six that entered the 
heats, Sayon and Ethereal made it to the Manukau Regional 
Finals.  While we did not get any further, our musicians could 
see their potential even clearer as every group had a fantastic 
time and learnt so much.  Caitlin Kelly represented us in the 
SmokeFree Rockquest solo category. 

Our musicians got to perform at Barb’s this year with a show 
based on our success, with the very well named ‘Café         
Ruegg’.  The idea was that during cultural week, we would set 
up tables and chairs where others could chill out and listen to 
our wonderful musicians while also having a bite to eat.  This 
idea then became our first show at Barb’s where we presented 
it in the same way.  Our goal next year is to increase these 
opportunities. 

Waiuku College Music Department also had a lot of success at 
Stand Up Stand Out.  The Auckland Schools competition for 
musicians and dancers has always been something that 
Waiuku has been part of thanks to the work of our vocal 
teacher Billie Hunt.  This year we took 6 vocalists, one band 
and our very own Sophie Hamer who performed cello.  Sophie 
went on to make it to the finals and has been asked to per-
form at the Aotea Centre in December when they perform the 
finals show again for free to the public.  This is something I 
look forward to seeing more of in the future.  Thanks again to 
Billie and Mrs Cook for their hard work in organizing this for 
our students. 

 Our department has also had a big change in the technology 
available to our learners.  As a freelance producer, song writer 
and engineer, I know how inspiring it is to have the right tech-
nology for our learners to use.  This year we created a music 
studio that has a production suite, as well as being set up to 
record solo artists and bands.  It was great to see our senior 
students take to this immediately, with Scott Parker leading 
the way in creating a band called The Me-Me’s.  He was able 
to record an EP in our school studio, shoot a video and get 
front page of the local paper.  Next year we hope to develop 
the studio even further by having a separate room allowing us  
to record bands while still maintaining our production 
suite.  We have Pro Tools and Logic available to our learners, 
both of which are considered industry standard in the music 
business. 

 

 

This year we took a group of our learners to record at Depot 
Sound Recording Studios in Devonport as part of my vision of 
creating a CD to release each year.  The CD will be a collec-
tion of songs written by our different school bands and solo-
ists and will be available to buy, as well as being available to 
be streamed on services such as Spotify and iTunes.  With the 
amount of talent in our school, I want our learners to be 
proud of their work and share it with the rest of the world. 

Lastly, all of this hard work has paid off with some of the best 
results I have ever seen from any of my time teaching over 
the last 4 years.  While it can be exhausting at times, seeing 
our learners have a lot of fun, build strong lasting relation-
ships and achieving fantastic results makes it all worth it.  Our 
learners here deserve the best and I will do everything I can 
to provide them with the opportunity to get the best. 

Well done to the Waiuku College Music Department class of 
2017. 

By Mr Ben Ruegg, Music Teacher 

Music 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Parent Rep) peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Chair) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Deputy Chair) buck@sunsetfreerange.co.nz 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gtmail.com 

Kahurangi Wilson kahurangi.taylor@gmail.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

 

 

NETBALL COACHES & MANAGERS - 2018 
We want you!!!   
We are looking for coaches and managers for all grades of 
netball for the 2018 season.  If this sounds like you (you know 
it does) please contact Antoinette on 021 298 5511 or email 
antoinette.walters@waiuku-college.school.nz. 

 

GIRLS CRICKET - INTERNATIONAL GAME 
This year saw the start of girls’ cricket at Waiuku College.  We 
started in Term 1 with a group of girls who, although inexperi-
enced, were keen to try a new sport. 

Coming into the third term we decided to start up again, 
opening up the field to new keen players.  We saw a huge 
increase in numbers of girls wanting to play and were on the 
verge of creating two teams. After practicing new skills and 
new dynamics we were lucky enough to experience an inter-
national match when a secondary school team from            
Rarotonga came to New Zealand on a tour and we had the 
opportunity to play them.  This was an amazing experience for 
the girls and one they would never forget. We are currently 
participating in the Auckland 1b Secondary Schools Girls’ Tour-
nament which is played every Wednesday night after school. 

 

Key Points to Remember 
This year’s NCEA exams started on Thursday 9th November 
and will finish on Friday 1st December.   

Morning exams start at 9:30 am and afternoon exams at 
2:00 pm.  Students should arrive 30 minutes before their 
first exam and 20 minutes before all other exams. Students 
who arrive more than 30 minutes after the start of the exam 
will not be allowed in. Students must wear proper school 
uniform.  If they are not in uniform they will not be allowed 
into the exams. 

All senior students, except those who are not doing exams, 
were given a copy of their Admission Slip.  This sets out the 
date and time of their exams.  Students will be given their 
original Admission Slip when they attend their first exam. 
They must take great care of their Admission Slip because 
they will not be allowed to sit their exams without it.  If they 
lose their slip they must see Mr Ditchburn who can provide 
them with an official copy. 

Students have also received a copy of the 2017 National   
External Assessment - Instructions and Information for Candi-
dates. This leaflet provides more information about the    
exams and exam rules. 

Derived Grades 
Under certain circumstances you can apply for a Derived 
Grade.  A Derived Grade is based on evidence, such as your 
Practice Exam results, and is awarded by NZQA for the stan-
dards you missed.   You must complete a Derived Grade   
Application form and provide appropriate evidence.  You can 
get a copy of the form from the school office or you can 
download it from the NZQA website (www.nzqa.govt.nz).  If 
you miss an exam because you are unwell, you must get a 
doctor to complete Section B of the form.   You can also apply 
for a derived grade if you believe your performance was 
affected because you were ill.  Again, you will need to ask 
your doctor to fill in the relevant part of the form.  Students 
can also apply if they are affected by a serious or traumatic 
event, e.g. being involved in a car accident on the way to the 
exam or the death of a close family member.  All Derived  
Application forms must be handed to Mr Ditchburn by 12 
noon on Friday 8th December.  For more information contact 
Mr Ditchburn. 

Results 
Exam results are released in mid-January.  Students can    
either log into the NZQA website (www.nzqa.govt.nz) to view 
their results or they can order a Results Notice which will be 
posted to them.  Students wanting to receive a Results Notice 
should order it online via the NZQA website before the end of 
December.  Students who have paid their fees can also order 
one free copy of their Record of Achievement and NCEA   
Certificate. 

Sport NCEA & Scholarship Exams 

BOARD MEETING DATES 2017  (5.30pm in Boardroom) 

Monday 13 November Monday 11 December 

mailto:antoinette.walters@waiuku-college.school.nz
http://www.nzqa.govt.nz


Ads 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College. 

GATEWAY STUDENTS 2018   
Now is the time to start thinking about what you want to do 
with your future.  Gateway gives selected Year 12 & Year 13 
students the opportunity to do courses and work experience 
in their fields of interest.  All you need to do is fill in the      
expressions of interest forms enclosed and hand the forms 
back to Antoinette in the Careers Department.  The form is 
attached to this newsletter. 

Spaces for 2018 are limited so be quick. 

 
 

YEAR 10 BURGER COMPETITION 
Recently the two year 10 food classes designed and made 
some Gourmet burgers.  After three weeks of trials and devel-
opment it all came down to judging by our guest judges: Mr 
Perry, Mr Ruegg, Mr Johnson, Mr Kew and Shayne Thomson.  

The winning burgers were “The Classic Trio” made by Jack 
Hodgson, Hannah Danes & Emily McGregor.  This consisted of 
a chicken burger, venison burger and beef burger attractively 
plated with crunchy onion rings. The other winner was “The 
Ultimate Chicken Burger” constructed by Royden Versteeg 
and Dylan Simpson.  

All students showed a great enthusiasm and work ethic for 
this project and should be proud of their efforts. 

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
The staff wish to thank all the Primary Industry students who 
have grown the wonderful salad which we have had the    
pleasure of eating.  We are also looking forward to the fruit 
from the trees they have planted and tended. 

The Magical Waiuku NZ Steel Christmas Parade 2017  
Saturday 9th December 

Entertainment and festivities start at 11am in the town centre and the 
parade is at 2pm. 

This year’s theme is “Back to the Future” 
Kids carnival, markets, family entertainment and more! 
This is a really popular parade in the region so mark it on the calendar 
and don’t miss it! 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege

