
He Mihi Mahana Kia Koutou – Warm greetings to you all. 
 

SAFETY AT SCHOOL 
We have had a number of recent assemblies about our Waiuku Way values, including the right to be 
safe at school and the responsibility to make and keep our school a safe place.  The messages are 
summarized in our School Safety poster which is included with this newsletter. 

SPORTS DAYS 
Summer sports events are well underway with both the school swimming and athletics sports       
completed.  Counties Manukau Swimming and Tennis champs took place this week and we look     
forward to the upcoming regional athletics meet as well. Volleyball and cricket teams have started 
their local competitions, as have our industrious orienteerers who are looking to carry on from the 
amazing success we had in this sport last year when Kurtis Shuker made it all the way to the NZ team. 
Archers and Clay Shooters are also in action this term, and it was great to have a couple of new    
teachers do the training to become archery coaches. 

ACADEMIC COUNSELLING 
We had our first Academic Counselling session last week.  All Year 9 to 12 students who are in groups 
of 15 to 17, sit down a couple of times per term to set goals and review progress.  The first session 
required students to assess strengths in their skills and competencies, and in the different subjects 
they are taking this year.  They should then choose some goals based on that information. 

All students should have down-loaded onto their devices two school documents that they do this 
work in. One is a Learner profile and the other is the Academic Counselling Booklet for their year level.  
Parents can ask to see what work has been done so far. 

REPORTING & PARENT MEETINGS 
Teachers have recently completed grading students on the key competencies.  This is an initial grading 
and comment to indicate how they are settling in at the start of the year.  This process will be         
repeated at the end of this term.  Parents/Caregivers can access this information on-line by logging 
into Edge.  Instructions for accessing this programme have been e-mailed out to parents.   

If you have not received the instructions, please contact the College office to check we have the     
correct email address.  A full set of instructions are on the Waiuku College Moodle site under “Parent 
Services”. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Parent/Teacher Interviews:  These will take place on Wednesday 28th March for Juniors, and     
Wednesday 16th May for Seniors. 

Bookings for Junior Interviews will open on Thursday 22nd March.  To make a booking go to 
www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and enter the code r6ghv, and follow the instructions from there.   

Details for the Senior Interviews will be provided early next term. 

YEAR 9 CAMP 
Year 9 students will be spending 2 days on camp up at Awhitu over the following week.  The camps 
are part of the work we do to get students and classes familiar with each other in their first term at 
the college.  Mr Jackson, our Year 9 Dean is in charge of the programme. 

 

 

TERM 1 2018 

12-16 March 

Year 9 Camp 

14 March 

NCEA Excellence Assembly 

19-23 March 

Environmental Week 

30 March - 3 April 

Easter Break 

13 April 

End of Term 1 

30 April 

Start of Term 2 
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Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz


SENIOR TRIPS & COSTS 
A number of senior subjects have learning and assessment related trips with associated costs.  Parents who are unable at times to 
cover trip costs should contact the year level Dean who can look into    accessing support or exploring alternatives.  Just last week we 
had a number of groups out, including a Year 11 Photography trip to the city, Year 12 Adventure Based Learning assessment at Camp 
Adair in Hunua, and  a Year 12 Physical Education Goat Island snorkeling assessment trip. 

SCHOOL DONATIONS 
We are very keen to see the new government bring in a ‘school donation funding scheme’ where-by schools who agree to stop asking 
for an annual donation, can receive a funding increase of $150 per student.  We hope that this will be in place for 2019.  For this year 
we thank all those families who have already made the $150 donation per student that we have asked for.  This helps fund our Sports 
and Arts Coordinators who do such amazing work in the College, and also to pay for the costs associated with running 3 school vans 
which give so much benefit to our school and community. 

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AND MARKETING 
In early April I will once more visit the Vietnam Market and attend Education New Zealand promotional events in Hanoi and Ho Chi 
Min City.  We have 5 Vietnamese full time students at present and hope to grow this number after these visits.  I will also go to     
Beijing, where I will visit our sister school who send a group every year and where one of our teachers stayed for a month last       
December.  There will also be some school and agent visits to Fujian Province and Shenzen City. 

My thanks again to all the parents who have provided excellent homestay service over the recent weeks during which we have     
hosted 2 visiting Japanese school groups. 

JAPAN TRIP CANCELLED 
The Board had pre-approved a 2-week, September 2018  trip to Japan last year.  However with the departure of our Japanese    
teacher, Ms Linnen at the end of 2017, the Board has now decided to cancel the trip.  No deposits had been made so there are no 
financial implications for students.  We are considering a similar trip to China for 2 weeks in 2019 now that our Mandarin Language 
programme is underway. 

NCEA EXCELLENCE CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 
Our annual special Excellence Assembly will be held on March 14th to recognize students who gained NCEA Level 1 or 2 endorsed 
with Merit or Excellence.  Parents of recipients will receive a written invitation. 

CELL PHONES AT SCHOOL – SECOND REMINDER 
We have always had a very liberal policy towards cell phone use at school and see the value in their use as learning aids in the class-
room.  However now that most students have a device, we are tightening our rules around their use.  For 2018 we are telling        
students: 

 They may have cell phones at school and may use them when not in class 

 In class times cellphones should be out of sight/silenced in pockets or bags 

 The only acceptable use of a cell phone in class time is when teachers request and approve it – eg use phone camera to take   
photos or videos for an activity 

 Inappropriate phone use can result in confiscation and storage at the school office until the end of the day.  Refusal to hand over 
a phone will be dealt with as defiance 

 

MAORI COMMUNITY 
Our Waiuku/Wesley Kapa Haka group is well into their serious training programme in preparation for Polyfest in Manukau on March 
16th.  We are looking forward to an amazing performance once more and seeing lots of whanau tautoko on the day. 

Selwyn Herewini (Ngati te Ata) is now working really well as our Kaitautoko in the college.  Selywn also visits and supports students at 
Waiuku Primary, View Road and Sandspit Road Primary schools.  Whanau are welcome to contact Selwyn at school with any school 
related issues they are having with tamariki. 

 

Nga Mihi 

Tom Vanderlaan 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO the following ex-students who 

graduated from the University of Waikato recently: 

Tania Wills (1991)     Master of Educational Leadership 

Colin Robb (2005)     Diploma in Law 

Bryan Palmer (2008)    Bachelor of Management Studies 

Jessica Heinstman (2012)     Bachelor of Laws 

Kiah Saunders-Dempster (2012)   Bachelor of Teaching Primary 

Tom Schonewille (2013)   Bachelor of Business Analysis 

Rhiannon Sheridan (2013)   Bachelor of Arts 

Kayla Jordan (2014)     Bachelor of Science 



2018 NCEA NEWS 
All senior students should be underway with their National  
Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) courses.  They 
should have received a Student Course Outline from each of 
their teachers, or been shown where to find them on Moodle.  
Moodle is the school’s online learning resource centre.  The 
Student Course Outline sets out the Unit and/or Achievement 
Standards students will be completing as part of the course, 
how many credits each standard is worth and the approximate 
time that assessment will take place. 

Senior students will also be receiving a New Zealand Quali-
fications Authority (NZQA) leaflet ‘Information for students and 
their parents, whanau or caregivers’.  This leaflet provides    
information about becoming an NCEA or Scholarship candidate, 
fees, special assessment conditions, gaining NCEA Level 1 – 3 
and University Entrance. 

In addition, senior students will be given a copy of the ‘2018 
Waiuku College NCEA Assessment Procedures’ leaflet.  This 
leaflet provides a summary of the school’s assessment            
procedures and rules.  The more detailed Assessment            
Procedures booklet is available on Moodle under Student    
Services.  Amongst other things the leaflet summarises the 
rules around student absence, and when staff should and 
should not give students the chance to do missed NCEA assess-
ments.  

Please take the time to read through these important           
documents when you receive them. 

If you have general questions about NCEA, University Entrance 
or Scholarship, please contact Mr Ditchburn. 

 

FEES-FREE TERTIARY EDUCATION AND 
TRAINING FROM 1 JANUARY 2018 

Minister of Education, Hon Chris Hipkins, announced that fees-
free tertiary education and industry training is now a reality for 
first-time students enrolling in courses for 2018. 
From 1 January, eligible learners will be able to access fees-free 
tertiary study and industry training.  The Tertairy Education 
Commission will be responsbile for implementing the fees-free 
policy.  

Who is eligible? 
In summary – learners who are New Zealanders who finished 
school in 2017, or if they will be finishing school during 2018, 
qualify for fees-free.  People who are not recent school leavers 
and have done less than half a full-time year of education or 
training may also qualify.  

feesfree.govt.nz 
We recommend prospective learners check their eligibilty and 
any next steps they may need to take by visiting the Fees-Free 
website, feesfree.govt.nz.  
 For school leavers using the website we recommend they have 
their NSN on hand. 

Tertiary courses enrolled at school          
Taking tertiary courses while enrolled in school will not count 
against a student’s future eligibilty for fees-free tertiary 
education. Although, potential tertiary students will not be 
entitled to free-fees study while enrolled at school. 

More information 
feesfree.govt.nz – to check eligilbity, next steps and frequently 
asked questions 
careers.govt.nz – Is fees-free tertiary education calling you to 
study? 
tec.govt.nz – for more detailed information for providers and 
industry training  
beehive.govt.nz/minister/hon-chris-hipkins - for Minister 
Hipkin’s Press Release   
   

Tertiary education is an investment. By building your students' 
career management competencies you are giving them the 
skills, information and knowledge to make informed learning 
and work choices, so they can have a better future. 
 

2018 STAR SHORT COURSES are now available for 

enrollment. These are open to Y12 & Y13 and have VERY lim-
ited spaces.    

There is such a variety to try….from Flight Attending to Radio 
Broadcasting, from Fashion Make up to Music production, First 
Aid plus sooo much more!!! 

This is on a first come first serve basis so get in quick. Come get 
your enrollment forms now from Antoinette in the Careers 
Dept. to avoid the disappointment of missing out. 

 

 

CELEBRATING CHINESE NEW YEAR IN THE 
CLASSROOM 

Dumpling-making for Y10CHN 

Chinese New Year Greetings for Y9CHN 

VOLLEYBALL COACH NEEDED 
Waiuku College is looking for volleyball coaches to build numbers in the junior and senior              
programme.  Some training can be provided.  

Contact Meg Wilson wn@waiuku-college.school.nz if you would like to help out.  

http://www.feesfree.govt.nz/
http://www.feesfree.govt.nz/
http://www.feesfree.govt.nz/
https://www.careers.govt.nz/articles/is-fees-free-tertiary-education-calling-you-to-study/
https://www.careers.govt.nz/articles/is-fees-free-tertiary-education-calling-you-to-study/
http://www.tec.govt.nz/fees-free-what-tertiary-education-organisations-need-to-know
http://www.tec.govt.nz/fees-free-what-tertiary-education-organisations-need-to-know
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/minister/hon-chris-hipkins
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/minister/hon-chris-hipkins
mailto:wn@waiuku-college.school.nz


During the summer break, three girls, five boys from Waiuku 
College and two teachers, Mrs Corcoran and Jared our          
expedition leader from Australia experienced a life changing 
trip to Costa Rica and Nicaragua.  We began our adventure in 
Granada, Nicaragua where we volunteered at Escula Esparanza 
(a local school).  During the day we built the foundations for the 
community library, here we dug trenches, off loaded rock piles 
and then battled kids at Nicaraguan version of beyblades (spin 
tops).  It was amazing to contribute to a community that really 
needed the help. 

On to Costa Rica where our team completed 4 hikes.  Before 
our most challenging hike we split into two groups.  Half the 
group, along with Jared began the day at 4am in order to travel 
into the mountains before setting out on our hike.  Our guide 
Rolando and his son Nevin led us over rocky terrain where we 
saw Tapir and Puma footprints, through moss trenches where 
bats flew at us and hummingbirds zipped past us, and down 
into valleys where we saw a tarantula and held a millipede.  At 
first, we wondered why every Costa Rican had their own      
machete and now we knew.    

The second group had helped cook traditional dishes for the 
guide’s daughter Daniella who was having her birthday.  They 
also went into town and had the chance to see the indigenous 
people in their array of colourful clothing, picking coffee beans 
in the fields.  

The final part of our trip was at Quepos, where we began our 
rest and relaxation phase.  Here, we found some quirky        
markets and visited their most famous National Park.  We were 
able to see the beautiful white sand beaches, sloths, red clawed 
crabs, humming birds, toucans and iguanas.  An unusual experi-
ence that occurred while here on the beach was having to fend 
off against the animals from all sides.  The monkeys were 
reaching down from the treetops, iguanas were slithering on 
the sand towards us and racoons were leaping over branches to 
get at our sandwiches.  What a laugh it was!  

The trip to Costa Rica and Nicaragua has left us with the most 
amazing life skills, such as keeping to a budget, being self-
sufficient in organising transport, accommodation, activities, 
and being able to grocery shop and have recipes pre-planned.  
We also learnt how to problem solve, negotiate with each    
others and have patience when under pressure.  These kind of 
life skills are hard to obtain at our age, but through World   
Challenge conducting a student led expedition, we’ve learnt so 
much.  In the year prior to this trip we each had to raise almost 
$10,500 for trip and gear costs, which meant that we all had to 
get jobs and fund raise.  For anyone wanting an adventure of a 
lifetime, join the next trip and you can experience all of this and 
more too.   

Waiuku College, World Challenge Team 2017-2018 

 

WORLD CHALLENGE TRIP TO COSTA RICA AND NICARAGUA 2017—2018 

PRIMARY INDUSTRY LEVEL ONE FIELD TRIP 

TO SCARBOROUGH FARE 



SPORT 
 

 

MELBOURNE CRICKET TRIP REPORT 
As Captain, the trip was a great success.  Everything ran 
smoothly, the team bonded better than I could have asked for, 
and we won a few games too. 

The preparation Jennifer, Darrell and I put in was key to our 
success and our tour module was ideal.  Our boys looked     
extremely sharp in their Number 1s flying over, and all the boys 
upheld our school’s values and put in 100 percent on the field.  
The boys grew tremendously throughout the week, from a very 
bad loss first up, to two big wins in a row on the last days, with 
many personal best scores and performances. 

The brotherhood made has continued to this day and we are all 
very close.  The memories and experiences we made exploring 
the colourfulness of Melbourne will be cherished for life.  Both 
on and off the field, the tour was a great success and we     
managed to do a fair bit of shopping as well which is always 
good. 

The facilities and venue provided by the tour organisers were 
world class.  Playing on grass pitches was something new for 
most of the team, but to be playing on grass inside mown ovals 
and with an electronic scoreboard was very special. 

I was lucky enough to go on two of these tours during my    
tenure at Waiuku College and both times with great success.  
Being such a young team this year, my expectations results-
wise weren’t high, but I believe we performed extremely well 
for a small college playing amongst large academy-based     
oppositions.  I hope that through our success the 1st XI cricket 
tour will continue to take place every two years and that cricket 
is continually developed in the college. 

By Rhys Foy 

LEVEL 1 STUDENTS GARDENING 



SWIMMING SPORTS - Friday 16 February 

1st    Kauri   604 Points 
2nd   Rimu   475 Points 
3rd   Totara 455 Points 
4th   Matai  334 Points 

Spirit Shield winner - Matai 
  

Records broken on the day: 
Danika Ryland-Higgins broke two records for Senior Girls on the 
day.  These were: 

1 length Backstroke, held by her sister Annielle in 2014, with a 
time of 21.73 seconds.  Danika’s new record is 21.20 seconds; 
and 

3 lengths Freestyle held by Simone Cowling In 2011, with a time 
of 1.02.60 minutes.  Danika’s new record is 1.00.77 minutes. 

Congratulations Danika!  
 

Champions 
Junior Girls:  
1st     Beanie Jean Rattrie   Rimu  
2nd    Erica Webb      Kauri  
3rd    Brooke Glenny     Totara   

Junior Boys: 
1st      Joshua Lowe     Rimu 
2nd  equal  Hamish Rowe     Kauri  
2nd equal  Liam Torpey     Totara   

Intermediate Girls:  
1st      Shontelle Dally     Rimu 
2nd     Zoe Lund      Kauri 
3rd     Lily Sixsmith     Matai 

Intermediate Boys: 
1st      Finn Rattrie      Kauri 
2nd    Joshua Baird     Rimu 
3rd    Joshia Supandji    Kauri  

Senior Girls: 
1st     Danika Ryland-Higgins  Totara 
2nd    Emily Kitson     Kauri    
3rd    Courtney Torpey    Matai  

Senior Boys: 
1st      James Sixsmith     Totara  
2nd     Niko Manning     Kauri  
3rd    Alex Harvey      Matai  
 
   
 

 

 



BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Parent Rep) peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Chair) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Deputy Chair) buck@sunsetfreerange.co.nz 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gmail.com 

Kahurangi Wilson  kahurangi.taylor@gmail.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

BOARD MEETING DATES 2018  (5.30pm in Boardroom) 

  Monday 12 February   Monday 13 August 

  Monday 12 March   Monday 10 September 

  Monday 9 April   Monday 15 October 

  Monday 14 May   Monday 12 November 

  Monday 11 June   Monday 10 December 

  Monday 23 July  

 

Boys Cricket 

Girls Cricket 

COLLEGE CRICKET ATHLETICS FINALS        
1st place:           Totara        1392 Points  

2nd place :         Matai          1239 Points  

3rd Place:          Kauri           1234 Points  

4th place            Rimu           1231 Points.  

Spirit Shield winners   MATAI.  

 

 

INTERMEDIATE BOYS:    

1st  Liam Cutler        Totara  

2nd  Jake Druyven     Matai 

3rd  Theo Crawford     Totara 

 

SENIOR BOYS: 

1st   Andrew Goodare      Kauri 

2nd  Luke Rattrie      Matai 

3rd  Tony Lin       Kauri 

 

JUNIOR GIRLS:    

1st  Beanie Rattrie       Rimu 

2nd  Jordyn Hobman    Rimu 

3rd  Aleisha Pyke      Matai 

 

INTERMEDIATE GIRLS:    

1st  Frances Good       Rimu 

2nd  Nicole Kempthorne   Rimu 

3rd  Imogen Wright     Kauri 

 

SENIOR GIRLS:   

1st  Emily Kitson       Kauri  

2nd  Courtney Torpey    Matai 

3rd  Britney Cunningham-Lee  Totara 

 

SEE PHOTO SPREAD NEXT PAGE 



 



 

 

 
“The Waiuku Way” 

Pride – Respect - Safety 
 

Your Personal Safety at School 
 

             Safety at school means freedom from all of the following: 

 Bullying – including online and cyberbullying 

 Verbal Abuse 

 Threatening Behaviour & Intimidation 

 Assault 

 Racism 

 Sexual Harassment 

 Property Loss/Damage 

 Text or online Bullying 

 

             You have the RIGHT to feel safe 

             You have the RIGHT to complain if any of the above happen to you 

             You have the RIGHT to expect the School to deal with it 

              

            
             If you or your friends are being harassed or bullied, make contact with one of the following: 

 A senior student you trust 

 A teacher 

 The Guidance Counsellor 

 Your Dean or Deputy Principals 

 

             Talk to your friends or parents if you are having problems at school and ask them to help you get help.             

    The School will support you and help you deal with these problems. 

 

        Safe Places to go if you feel threatened are: 

 The Guidance Centre 

 The Deans’ Offices 

 Senior Admin Area by Deans & Deputy Principals 

 The I-Hub-Library 

 A Teachers Classroom 

 The staffroom or Senior Study Centre 

 

   ****** CYBER SAFETY ****** 

 

   Harassment and threats made by text or on    Social Networks that make students feel unsafe      

   at school…are Cyberbullying!  Police and the School can get involved.  Remember that what  

   you post electronically is saved for ever for     everyone to see. 

 

 All assaults or serious threats should be reported immediately to the nearest teacher 

 All thefts or lost property should be reported immediately to the class teacher or to 
the Main Office 

 



STUDENT ABSENCES \ SICKNESS 
If your student is not coming in to school please phone the 
after-hours or absentee line (during school hours) and 
record the following:  Your name, name of the student and 
the reason for their absence.   

If you are unable to make a call, please send a note in with 
them the day they return to school.  A Medical Certificate 
is required for 3 or more days absence due to sickness. 

If your student feels sick at school please remind them to 
tell their teacher if they are in class, or come to the       
Student Centre.  The office staff will then make contact 
with you to arrange pick up etc.  If you require your      
student to leave during school hours, a note or a phone 
call is required before they can leave. 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College. 

NIGHT RIDES AT RAINBOW’S END 
Night Rides are here at Rainbow’s End on 3, 10, 17, 24, 
31 March! Grab your friends and family and head along 
to   experience the fun and excitement. 
All the rides will be open with awesome Kiwi entertain-
ment on Centre Stage. With great entertainment, deli-
cious food and good company, Night Rides are not to be 
missed! 

Enjoy unlimited access to all rides 

Live music from some of New Zealand's best up and  
   coming acts 

Satisfy your hunger with our exclusive Hunger Buster  
   Meal Deal from as low as $10 
Online and group discounts available 

Friday Night Friendzy is 
coming to Waiuku! 
 

Our programmes are 
based on the Christian 
principles of love, kind-
ness and acceptance, and 
is for ALL kids in years 7,8 

and 9, no matter what their beliefs or ethnicity.   

We welcome students from year 10 up to join in a leader-
ship role – they will be able to learn and improve their lead-
ership skills.   

Come along and have fun, meet new people, learn new 
skills. We’ll have games, competitions, art, music, trips out, 
and demonstrations from community groups and             
individuals. 

Venue is St Andrew’s Centre, 83 Queen St, Waiuku in the 
Old Op Shop 

Cost $5 - Supper is included  

Contact:   Office   -   09 235 2238 

    Frann   -   027 279 6041 

    Mindy   -   021 489453 

    Mark   - 021 230 9004 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege

