
He Mihi Mahana Kia Koutou – Warm greetings to you all. 
 

NCEA FRANKLIN COMPARISON 

 

The above table compares the average NCEA pass rates for 2017 for Tuakau, Pukekohe and Rosehill 
secondary schools.  It is once more heartening to see how strong our results are in comparison. 

ATHLETICS 
The Champion of Champions Auckland event took place recently and I was a very proud principal 
watching our team of 12 competing against the best in wider Auckland. Well done to Frances Good 
for a silver in the 800m and a bronze in the 1500. 

ACADEMIC COUNSELLING 
We had our second Academic Counselling session last week.  All Year 9 to 12 students are in groups of 
15 to 17 and they sit down a couple of times per term to set goals and review progress.  The first   
session required students to assess their strengths in their skills and competencies and in the different 
subjects they are taking this year.  They should then choose some goals based on that information. 

All students should have down-loaded onto their devices two school documents that they do this 
work in. One is a Learner profile and the other is the Academic Counselling Booklet for their year level.  
Parents can ask to see what work has been done so far. 

REPORTING & PARENT MEETINGS 
Late last year we surveyed parents/caregivers on reporting and academic counselling meetings.  In 
response to this survey we have re-introduced Parent/Teacher evenings, where parents can meet 
briefly with their student’s subject teachers.  The first of these was for Year 9 and 10 students and was 
held in March, with a 45% attendance by parents.  The senior meetings will be held on 16th May.    
Interview bookings will be open from 10th May - the code to use will be tp8m4.  

We will be reviewing the usefulness of these evenings later in the year and look forward to any      
parental feedback. 

Teachers have completed two sets of grades this term which can be viewed on the Edge website   
under Attitude To Learning.  Details for accessing this information can be found on the College      
Moodle page under Parent Services.  Access is dependent on having a valid e-mail address logged with 
the college. 

CYCLE SAFETY 
Students have been reminded that when riding a bike, wearing a cycle helmet is a legal requirement. 
Students are also asked not to ride on footpaths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NCEA 2017 Franklin Comparison  

All Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 UE 

Franklin 77.9 84.9 71.6 48.2 
          

Waiuku 90.5 93.2 80.4 48.0 

TERM 2 2018 

30 April 
Start of Term 2 

7-18 May 
Chess Tournament 

16 May 
Senior Parent\Tchr Interviews 

4 June 

Queen’s Birthday 

8 June 

Team Photos 

11-15 June 

Cultural Week 

6 July 

End of Term 2 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 



YEAR 9 CAMP 
From the 12th – 16th of March the Year 9s were offered a camping experience at the environ-
mental camp in Awhitu. 

This camp introduces students to the Waiuku College Outdoor Education programme and 
allows them to gain skills that can be used at year 10 camp.  It provides opportunity for     
students to develop social skills and group interactions, and enhances relationships of student 
to student and student to teacher, and finally a camping experience on the beautiful Awhitu 
Peninsular allows students to appreciate and acknowledge our local outdoor environment. 

The camp was based on two full on days with many activities to push students outside their 
own comfort zones.  This all started with an amazing race, where students were tasked to 
complete different objectives around the camp in a race against other teams and the clock. 
On completion of this race students were permitted on the water slide which most students 
greeted with a big run, jump and slide.  There were small games played in downtime which 
allowed students to interact with each other and enjoy life without devices.  The night time activity was a Burma trail, which tested 
many students but also gave students an appreciation of things that come to life at night. 

Day two was split into 3 sections, with students channeling their inner Robin Hood with archery, then onto problem solving activities, 
as well as designing the “Awhitu Tower”.  Day 2 made some students realise that it is always harder to perform on very little sleep at 
night. 

I would like to take this time to thank the teachers and the parent helpers who make these camps possible.  The students loved their 
time out and getting to know each other,  and it sets a great base for the Year 10 camp.  I also thank the 150 students who took this 
opportunity to attend camp.  I bet they are glad they did.                                                                                        Mr Jackson, Dean of Year 9 

 

 

 

 

Nga Mihi 

Tom Vanderlaan 
Principal 

 
YEAR 10 PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
As a part of our health and physical education curriculum the Physical Education department is teaching a unit on relationships and 
sexuality for all Year 10 students during term 1 and 2.  

The New Zealand Curriculum identifies sexuality education as one of the 7 key areas of learning in health and physical education. Our 
aim is to educate the students about this important topic so that they can make safe and informed choices throughout their lives. 

Topics covered during the term will include education on:   

 Respectful attitudes, consent and their rights        Gender identity               The science of conception 

 Sexually transmitted infections and contraception      Teenage pregnancy 

Other units of work taught throughout the year will include food and nutrition, mental wellbeing, and methamphetamine. 

If you have any questions about our health programme please feel free to email your child’s health teacher or myself. 

Meg Wilson wn@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Jason Hammersley ha@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Kerry Potts po@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Rachel Sinclair sl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

 

mailto:wn@waiuku-college.school.nz
mailto:ha@waiuku-college.school.nz
mailto:po@waiuku-college.school.nz
mailto:sl@waiuku-college.school.nz


BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Parent Rep) peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Chair) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Deputy Chair) buck@sunsetfreerange.co.nz 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gmail.com 

Kahurangi Wilson (Elected Rep) kahurangi.taylor@gmail.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

THE TRAVELLERS PROGRAMME 
Waiuku College is delighted to offer the Travellers programme 
to Year 9 students. Travellers is a small-group programme 
about life’s journey, and young people can be supported early 
in their development to embrace the challenges that this     
journey offers. 

All Year 9 students have completed a fully confidential          
Travellers survey during term one, and following this, some  
students will be offered the opportunity to take part in the  
programme.  The questions included in the survey covered 
those life events involving change and loss, like changing 
schools, changing friendships and relationships, loss of some-
one or something close.  These are events that may lead to 
emotional stress in some young people.  In completing the  
survey students provided Yes/No answers and indicated the 
extent to which the event caused them stress.  No details of the 
event were required.  The survey helps to identify those young 
people who have experienced life changes that have been  
challenging and stressful to them.  The programme is designed 
to help students develop the resources and skills to manage the 
challenging situations and daily hassles in life’s journey. 

Once identified the students are given the opportunity to join 
the group if they choose to.  Should your son/daughter be   
invited to take part in Travellers, you will receive further infor-
mation early in Term two, about the programme.  The group 
will meet during school time, with the minimum disruption to 
students’ academic commitments. 

Travellers has been used with considerable success over the 
past ten years in many Auckland schools.  The Principals and 
various Boards of Trustees of these schools fully endorse the 
implementation of the programme and find it to be extremely 
beneficial to their students.  This is part of our school’s ongoing 
commitment to supporting the mental and emotional wellbeing 
of our students which, in turn, enhances their learning. 

If you have any questions, please contact me on: 235-8139, ext. 
216                    

Liz Jordan, School Guidance Counsellor 

BOARD MEETING DATES 2018  (5.30pm in Boardroom) 

  Monday 12 February   Monday 13 August 

  Monday 12 March   Monday 10 September 

  Monday 9 April   Monday 15 October 

  Monday 14 May   Monday 12 November 

  Monday 11 June   Monday 10 December 

  Monday 23 July  

 NCEA INFORMATION FOR YEAR 11            
STUDENTS AND PARENTS 
We recently provided every Year 11 student with a copy of 
‘Understanding NCEA’.  This booklet is produced by the New 
Zealand Qualifications Authority (NZQA) for students and     
parents.  It covers three key subjects: What is NCEA?; How to 
Gain NCEA; and Making Use of NCEA.   

If you are new to NCEA we recommend that you find time to sit 
down with your student and read through this booklet to-
gether. 

NZQA FEES 
Next term, we will be invoicing senior students for their NZQA 
Fees.  The standard fee is $76.70 per student.  If the person 
paying the bill receives a benefit or has a Community Services 
Card, or they are entitled to a Community Services card, they 
can apply for Financial Assistance which reduces the fees to 
$20.00 per student, or a maximum of $30.00 per family.       
Irrespective of your income, if you have two or more children 
and you would have to pay more than $200.00 in fees, you can 
also apply for financial assistance.  See Mr Ditchburn or ask at 
the Student Centre for more information and an application 
form.  

All fees must be paid to the school by Friday 10th August.  After 
this date you will have to pay fees directly to NZQA.  If fees are 
not paid by 1st December, NZQA charge a $50.00 late fee.  If 
you do not pay your fees your student will not be awarded any 
qualifications, e.g. NCEA Level 1, until the fees are paid,        
including any late fees. 

 

SICKNESS AT SCHOOL 
We are experiencing an increased number of parents 
turning up at school to pick up sick students, and often 
the Main Office is not aware of the situation.  We ask 
that parents reiterate the following procedure: 

If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send them 
to the Student Centre where a call home will be 
made.   

During interval or lunchtime students can come 
straight to the Student Centre.   



 YEAR 12 HISTORY TRIP TO THE WAIKATO 

On Tuesday 27th March the year 12 history class went on a trip 
to the Waikato to visit sites of key battles and events during the 
Waikato Wars. We visited Tuakau Redoubt, Mercer War       
Memorial, the Queen’s Redoubt in Pokeno and the Rangiriri 
Tea Rooms and Pa.  We were very fortunate to have Brad 
Totorewa as a guide for the Pa.  He was from the local iwi and, 
shared not only his knowledge, but his perspectives on the 
wars and the battle fought at Rangiriri. - Miss Flynn 

On our Tuesday trip we saw and visited many historical        
reserves and sites, which were both very informative, and  
emotional.  Throughout the day my head went through a roller-
coaster of emotions from seeing how mistreated the Maori 
were, to how successful they were in many battles.  Overall I 
enjoyed the trip a lot as it was extremely interesting and eye-
opening.” – James Kerr 

On Tuesday 27th March, the year 12 history students went on a 
day trip to visit some sites that were of significance to the   
Waikato Wars.  We met with Brad Totorewa, whose ancestors 
fought against the British at the Battle of Rangiriri.  Brad       
explained to the class how the Waikato wars have impacted  
Maori, and how some of those negative impacts are still    
prominent in today’s society.  Brad also shed light on some 
really eye opening information about inequality and injustices 
towards Maori.  Now that we have visited the locations and 
experienced all of this, we realised how important it is to     
become informed on the Waikato Wars, as New Zealanders, 
and especially as residents of Waiuku – considering how some   
major events occurred in our own backyard.  We also hope that 
as a school we continue to educate students and families about 
the Waikato Wars.  

The Year 12 History class would like to acknowledge and thank 
Brad Totorewa for all his helpful information.   

by Lily Macgregor-North and Madeline Wilkins.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Level one students were shown around Farrells plant Nursery  
in Pollock Rd, Pukekohe.  Kevin Farrell gave the students a  
guided walk around the property, explaining how the plants are 
grown and nurtured from seed or cuttings into the plants we 
purchase. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YEAR 13 HISTORY TRIP TO WAITANGI 

Recently, the year 13 history class travelled up to the Bay of 
Islands for a two-day trip to collect evidence for two of our  
assessments regarding the Treaty of Waitangi.  During this time, 
we went to the historic town of Russell where we walked up 
Flagstaff Hill - the location where Hone Heke revolted against 
the British in the early 1840s by chopping the flag pole down 
three times.  Leaving Russell, we then headed to the  Waitangi 
Treaty Grounds where we were given a guided tour around the 
Whare, James Busby’s house, as well as the museum, which 
gave us extensive information regarding most aspects of our 
New Zealand history.  Even though our main priority was to 
gather information for our assessments we had a lot of fun  
exploring Paihia, swimming, playing volleyball whilst still learn-
ing a lot along the way and clocking up a large amount of steps! 

A big thanks to Ms Hughes, Ms Flynn and Mr Donald for taking 
us on this trip and making it happen.                       by Peta Butler 

 

 
 

 
 

 



SPORT  

 

 

COLLEGE SPORT DUATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS 

THURSDAY 21ST JUNE 2018 

@ Pukekohe Raceway 

Entries to Mrs Coe by Friday 1st June 

$35.00 per person 
Junior/Intermediate/Senior. Individual or make a team. Boys and Girls or mixed 

 

Counties Manukau Cross Country  

Zone Championships 

Tuesday 22nd May 2018 @ A and P Showgrounds, Pukekohe 

Junior/ Intermediate/Senior Sections 

Junior Girls -3km, Intermediate Girls - 4km, Seniors Girls - 4km 

Junior Boys - 4km, Intermediate Boys - 5km, Senior Boys - 6km 

Entries to  Mrs Coe by Friday 11th May 2018 please 

 

Waiuku College Tennis Champions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured:  Rebecca Hambling (Sen.) and Kennedy Baird (Jun.) 
 

 

Opening of Waiuku Netball 

Pictured:  Waiuku College Gold team 

Greater Auckland Athletic Champs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured:  Frances Good—winner of Silver Medal in 800m race  
                   and Mr Vanderlaan 

2018 Claybird Shooting Team 

On Thursday 15th March we attended and hosted with          
Pukekohe High School, Tuakau College and Kings College, the 
first calendar shoot of the year.   A very successful day with 
great prizes, and special thanks must go to the support we  
received from our parents and local businesses.  

Congratulations to Emily Kitson for winning the Girls Section on 
84/90, ahead of the two Hauraki Plains Shooters, and to Chloe 
Thompson for gaining 4th place.  First year shooter Jack Thomas 
placed second in his section, some great shooting at his first 
competition , Well done Jack.  

We have a team of 13 shooters, 9 carried over from last year 
and we welcome 4 newbies - Jack Dear, Aimee Clarke, Luke 
Johnston and Jack Thomas.  

We are still so fortunate to have Les Clarke and Bob Anderson 
coaching our team and Joanne Sands managing them again this 
year.  We look forward to a great year ahead.  

Our next shoot is at Thames Shooting Club on Thursday 12th 
April.  

Tennis Champions 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured:  Keelan Schnell (Sen.) and Joshua Lowe (Jun.) 



New Basketball Uniform 

Year 11 Student Aimee Te Kanawa has just designed a new   
uniform for our Boys Basketball Team.   We will have 3 of our 
senior teams playing in them this year, which will bring a great 
new look and presence on the court.  

This is a great credit to Aimee and we believe that she has a 
huge future ahead with her artistic abilitlies.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rock Climbing Club 
The Rock Climbing club is in full swing every Friday after school 
from 3:30 to 4:30.  Term 1 has been great with students learn-
ing basic top roping techniques to prepare them for our       
outdoor excursions that will happen during the next 3 
terms.  Students can still join, just see The Director of Sport Mrs 
Coe for a sign up form.   

The club is run by Mr Johnson and Ms Patterson. 

 

Congratulations and good luck to ex-student 

Myles Brown-Cole who was a member of the Waiuku 
College Clay Shooting team at College 
when here. 

Myles has been selected into the NZ Team 
for the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth 
Games, and will be competing on Satur-
day 14th April.   

We hope to see him on the winners dias.  

 

 
SPORT (cont.) Girls’ Senior Volleyball Success 

Waiuku College Senior girls volleyball team headed down to 
Palmerston North for Secondary Schools Nationals which was 
played over five days.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our week at Nationals didn’t start as we had hoped, losing both 
games on the Monday.  We went home on the Monday night 
and re-evaulated our goal for the week, which was to win 60% 
of our games.  After the bad start to the week we then        
managed to win the remainder of our pool games during the 
next few days, which put us into the top eight for our division.  

We went through the quarter finals and semi finals undefeated, 
which meant a place in the final against Columba College from 
Dunedin, who we had already defeated three sets to nil on the 
Tuesday.  We lost the first set in the final which put us on the 
back foot, but we managed to pull it back in a nerve racking 
second set with us taking out the set 27-25.  In volleyball you 
have to win two sets to take the win, which we did in the third 
set winning 15-8. 

We would like to thanks Ms Wilson and Hina for putting in all 
the work coaching and looking after our team.  There is no way 
we could have done it without you both.  We would also like to 
make a special mention to our captains Pareaute Edwards and 
Jade Walters, and team referees Pareaute and Zahntaye - 
thanks girls for your leadership and professionalism.  Excited 
for the season ahead.                                            by Briena Mercer 
  

 

College Platinum played in the Lone Star Pre-Season 

Tournament in Pukekohe and won.  A good start to the season. 
Congratulations! 
Coach - Vicki Linnell  

 



 

 

Girls Cricket 
This season saw the continuation of a girls cricket team, that 
participated in the Auckland Secondary Schools competition 
held every Wednesday night after school.  

The team travelled all over Auckland playing some very good 
cricket.  Through effort, perseverance and fun, the girls won 4 
games (Epsom Girls, Kings College, Selwyn College and Howick 
College) losing only 2, meaning that they went to the final 
against a strong Avondale College team.  In the previous    
encounter the girls were well beaten (60 runs) but this time 
the girls showed how much they have improved losing by only 
10 runs.  

I have been proud of how far each girl has come this season 
and look forward to developing girls cricket further at the  
college.   

Top runs to: Kadia Thornton, Top Wicket taker: Jade Walters.  

The girls were also lucky enough to watch the NZ woman’s 
cricket team play West Indies in Hamilton.  They met a few of 
the players and received signed personal merchandise from 
the team.  Everyone enjoyed the day out and all hope to strive 
to wear the silver fern themselves one day. 

 
 

Archery 
This year we entered two teams into the Auckland competition 
held at the One Tree Hill Domain.   

Our B grade team members were: Kyle Reid (captain), Bronte 
Macks, Lulu Cleave and Alyssa Statham.  This was the first time 
most of these students had competed in an archery com-
petition.  They showed great enthusiasm.   

Our A grade team was made up of Jacob Fellows (captain),      
Caroline Pembridge, Michael Lord and Nathan Firmin-
Cavanagh.  This team did very well, coming fourth in their       
division.  Our highest scoring archer was Caroline Pembridge 
who came 24th equal out of 101 archers. 

 

Equestrian—Waiuku College Show Hunter/
Show Jumper/Dressage Event  
Once again Waiuku College hosted the Secondary Schools Show 
Hunter/Show Jumper/Dressage event at the Waiuku Pony Cub.  

We had 87 riders compete in this event in a number of disci-
plines and rounds, made up of teams from Mahurangi             
College,  St Kentigerns College, St Cuthberts, Botany Downs         
Secondary School, Sancta Maria College, Thames High School, 
Hauraki Plains College, Rosehill College, Pukekohe High School, 
Onewhero Area School, Tuakau College,  Glendowie College, 
Howick  College, Te Kauwhata College and the Correspondence 
School.  

Waiuku College had 9 riders competing, and our College        
Maroon team made up of:  Crystal Hackett, Tyla Hackett, Sarah 
Fisher and Faith Jepson, came away as Overall Team Champions 
for the day.  Rosehill College Blue were Reserve Champions.  

Many thanks to the Waiuku Pony Club for lending us their      
facilities, and to our sponsors and many parents who came to 
help with the running of the day.  

In the last two years we have been able to buy new Show    
Jumping jumps for the Pony Club and this year we hope to     
donate a Cross Country Jump.  

 

SPORT (cont.) 



STUDENT ABSENCES  
If your student is not coming in to school please phone the 
after-hours or absentee line (during school hours) and 
record the following:  Your name, name of the student and 
the reason for their absence.   

If you are unable to make a call, please send a note in with 
them the day they return to school.  A Medical Certificate 
is required for 3 or more days absence due to sickness. 

If you require your student to leave during school hours, a 
note or a phone call is required before they can leave. 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 2018 

Daily - 8.30am to 9.30am,. And 

Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri - 1.30pm to 2.10pm 

Wed - 12.35pm to 1.20pm 

wanted 
Ice Cream Containers   

Please drop at College office 

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays 
                                                            

 Note  The Internet is available each day during 
       lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

Ads 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College. 

The Waiau Pa Hockey Club - based at AGC  

Strahallan are looking for any girls who are     
interested in getting involved in hockey this year.   

Especially someone who plays Goalie, or is          
interested in learning the position, to be a   
member of their Womens Development Team.  

Please contact Daniel on 021 038 3209 or email 
daniel@whpc.co.nz. 

For more information about the event visit: 

 https://rainbowsend.co.nz/whats-on/night-rides. College Jersey for Sale (sz 10—as new) $40 

Phone Claire 021 615 080 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege
mailto:daniel@whpc.co.nz
https://rainbowsend.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4199392b42b75d95fad464939&id=d477dafce7&e=70e9953ba0

