
He Mihi Mahana Kia Koutou – Warm greetings to you all. 
 

NZ EDUCATION REVIEW 
The new government is leading a process of review and consultation into the way schooling is       
managed, resourced and carried out in New Zealand.  The reports I have received indicate that the 
process is genuine and effectively managed.  It includes a review of the way boards are structured and 
their powers, the way schools are resourced, along with a full review of the NCEA system of quali-
fications in the secondary sector.  As a school we are making submissions and I encourage parents to 
do so too through the link at:   www. conversation.education.govt.nz 

BOARDS OF TRUSTEES 
I personally feel that the workload, accountability and expectations on boards and their members has 
increased significantly over the years and believe it is time to acknowledge this with more 
‘professional board positions’ and remuneration for members that recognizes this.  I have been      
concerned for some time at the increasing expectations of Board members to carry out professional 
learning in their own time and the consequent accountability that the ministry then has of them.  The 
college is struggling to field a full board at present as a number of busy parents have resigned and this 
places more pressure on the remaining members to fill extra duties such as discipline hearings and 
senior leadership appointments, on top of the regular monthly board and sub-committee meetings. 

As a school we pay meeting fees that are more generous than that recommended by the Ministry but 
I strongly believe it is time that payment similar to that of corporate boards is considered and sepa-
rately funded by the Ministry of Education.  Despite these challenges I am constantly amazed and 
grateful at the goodwill, work hours and support that our Board members provide the college.  

Parent Vacancies – we are looking to co-opt new parent members onto our board to fill our recent 
vacancies.  If parents wish to be involved and wish to speak to me about what this entails – then 
please e-mail me with your contact details:  vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

EDUCATION CHANGES INTO THE FUTURE 
I have written previously in my newsletter about the rapid pace of change that we are now seeing 
globally, and what this means for us as a school in how we provide the right curriculum and learning 
environment for the rapidly changing world that our students are facing.  I was fortunate to be at a 
principal’s meeting last week where we had a video presentation (from Paris) from a British Futurist 
and Educational thinker – Dr Valerie Hanon (google her).  She believes that the main challenge we 
face globally is to “Thrive in a Transforming World”.  She identifies 4 global trends she believes we 
cannot ignore: 

Climate change and its impact on where we live and how we produce food 

The Anthropcene Era - Where human activity impacts the planets balance and health 

The 6th Great Extinction – the disappearance of untold species from our planet 

Science and Genetics where man impacts on evolution – not natural selection  

She believes that to ‘Thrive’ we must develop in our schools a curriculum that teaches Sustainable 
Living Practices, Biodiversity Protection, Global Awareness and Competence and Cultural Respect.  On 
this last point she believes that NZ is leading the world! 

Valerie has strong beliefs that education has a role to play in promoting critically important concepts 
such as equity (equal access to resources for all), healthy interpersonal and intra personal relation-
ships – especially our need to negate the way technology and in particular access to pornography is 
affecting the ability of our young people to have healthy intimate relationships. 

 

 

 

 

TERM 2 2018 

30 April 
Start of Term 2 

4 June 

Queen’s Birthday 

8 June 

Team Photos 

11-15 June 

Cultural Week 

6 July 

End of Term 2 
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I found her presentation incredibly thought provoking – but actually very representative of so much of what I have been reading and 
hearing at conferences in recent years.  The drums are beating for society and schools to address the growing metal health and     
depression issues that we are seeing in our communities – yet it is obvious to me that they are a direct symptom of the global trends 
that Valerie has highlighted above. 

It is to be hoped that the major review now underway by our government will identify ways that we, as an education system, can 
help address these issues.  Within schools we can make our own start and contribution by looking at what we teach and how we can 
adapt our curriculum and the way we deliver it, to play our part in better preparing our students for the challenges of this rapidly 
changing world we are facing. 

As your Principal I feel challenged by what we face – but also inspired, to be part of the change process that we undoubtedly need to 
have to provide a better, more modern and adapted education for the future that our students face.  I welcome the thoughts of    
parents as to things that they feel are important for the college to consider.  I would be happy to receive e-mails from you to:  
vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 
 

PARENT INTERVIEWS 
Thank you to all the parents who attended last week’s senior subject meetings with teachers at the college. I received a lot of positive 
feedback on having these re-introduced after having only the 3-way conferencing last year.  These will still be held later in the year 
but with a focus on subject choices and career options.  This event will follow on from the subject information and careers infor-
mation events which take place in Term 3. 

ANTI BULLYING WEEK 
This week is National Anti Bullying week.  To highlight this, we talked about our Safe School expectations again at last week’s         
assembly and followed up with a Pink Shirt mufti day on the Friday, with proceeds donated to organisations who support Youth  
mental health issues. 

WINTER SPORTS 
I have been getting around our winter sports teams and enjoying meeting our parent supporters and coaches.  So far, I have made it 
to Soccer, Hockey and Rugby games.  I hope to see some Basketball and Netball games as well over the next few weeks.  Once more I 
would like to express my gratitude to the parents and community members who give so willingly of their time and expertise to make 
our extensive college sports programme possible. 

SCIENCE BLOCK MODERNISATION 
We are very near completion of this programme, after what has been a frustrating year of delays which has kept our Science teachers 
and students in temporary classes for far too long.  Our overheated and stressed building market has definitely impacted this project 
but now we finally see the end in sight and look forward to moving back into this block in a few weeks time.  

 

Nga Mihi 

Tom Vanderlaan 
Principal 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NZQA NEWS 

Senior students will receive statements next week that outline the standards they are entered for in 
NCEA.  Name, date of birth, address and standards need to be checked.   

The NZQA bill is $76.70 for domestic students and $383.30 for international students.  If the person bay-
ing the bill       receives a benefit, or has a Community Services Card, or would qualify for one, or has to 
pay fees for more than two   students and the total bill would come to more than $200, Financial Assis-
tance can be applied for.  Forms are available from the Student Centre.  Fees are due by Friday 10th 
August. 

Year 11 Students sitting the algebra external, 91027, have this exam on Tuesday September 18.  This is 
the only chance to sit this exam.  There is no other opportunity for these credits. 

Any questions, please e-mail Mrs Everitt - ev@waiuku-college.school.nz 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Parent Rep) peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Chair) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Deputy Chair) buck@sunsetfreerange.co.nz 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gmail.com 

Kahurangi Wilson (Elected Rep) kahurangi.taylor@gmail.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

This is happening on Thursday June 21st, at the PIA hall in     
Pukekohe.  Last year the event was a great success and as one 
of the leading schools in this we encourage all of our Senior, as 
well as Junior students to consider attending.   

This is a great place to look at future pathways or even to    
consider what subjects you may need to select next term to go 
into a career you want.  The Expo is from 5:30 pm to 8.00 pm, 
with over 65 different organisations attending.  These range 
from, but are not limited to: further education, apprentice-
ships, short courses and student travel (Camp America etc).   

If you do have any question, please don’t hesitate to ask us in 
the Careers Department, or find us on Facebook ‘Franklin 
Schools Career Expo 2018’.  See you all there!”  

- Miss Wilson, Careers Manager 

BOARD MEETING DATES 2018  (5.30pm in Boardroom) 

  Monday 12 February   Monday 13 August 

  Monday 12 March   Monday 10 September 

  Monday 9 April   Monday 15 October 

  Monday 14 May   Monday 12 November 

  Monday 11 June   Monday 10 December 

  Monday 23 July  

 YEAR 10 CHINESE have just concluded their class project 

(235 Orient Investment – Create a business proposal to win an 
investment amounting $20,000, to open a Chinese-Kiwi fusion 
restaurant in Waiuku) with a contest featuring students’ work 
(a Business Proposal, Menu and a Chef’s Special).  

We had four judges: two staff and two student representatives. 

SICKNESS AT SCHOOL 
We are experiencing an increased number of parents 
turning up at school to pick up sick students, and often 
the Main Office is not aware of the situation.  We ask 
that parents reiterate the following procedure: 

If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send them 
to the Student Centre where a call home will be 
made.   

During interval or lunchtime students can go straight 
to the Student Centre.   



 TRIP TO COLOMBIA 
Last term I was offered the opportunity to spend a month in 
Colombia studying at the National University, through a Prime 
Minister’s Scholarship for Latin America.  The trip was orga-
nized by the Spanish Faculty at Massey University and involved 
seven other Spanish teachers from across New Zealand. 

During the week I spent my days at the National University 
learning about the history and geography of Colombia, foreign 
language teaching methods, and the many indigenous          
languages (over 70) and the process they are going through 
trying to save them.  I also got to visit a local school and talk to 
students about their classes and the differences between    
education in the two countries. 

The travel highlights of my trip happened on the weekends 
when I had the chance to visit other parts of the country.  A 
weekend spent in the colonial town of Villa de Leyva gave me a 
glimpse of life outside the big cities; cobbled streets, a big town 
square and horses as a form of transport.  The final weekend I 
went to the Amazon region where the 3 countries of Colombia, 
Brazil and Peru are connected by the river.  I had the oppor-
tunity to hold a sloth, see traditional dances, and travel through 
the flooded jungle by boat.  

I am so grateful for this opportunity.  It has provided me with a 
renewed passion for my language and the pathways it opens 
for students, for travel, business and education. 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Students have been maintaining the fruit trees planted around 
the school.   

Here they are laying coconut fibre matt to suppress weed 
growth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

...and successfully growing carrots 

 

 
 

 
 

 



SPORT 
 

 

 

COLLEGE SPORT DUATHLON CHAMPIONSHIPS 

THURSDAY 21ST JUNE 2018 

@ Pukekohe Raceway 

Entries to Mrs Coe by Friday 1st June 

$35.00 per person 
Junior/Intermediate/Senior. Individual or make a team. Boys and Girls or Mixed 

 

COUNTIES MANUKAU CRICKET ASSOC. 
PRIZEGIVING 

The Counties Secondary School girls’ team, which is basically 
Waiuku College students (10/11) won the Charlie Cooper     
Trophy for Sportsmanship at the CMCA prizegiving last night.  

This award is across all Counties cricketers (men and women, 
senior and junior).  Molly and Emily were there to receive it, 
and it was presented by Black Caps wicket keeper, BJ Watling. 

CLAY TARGET SHOOTING REPORT 
Last Wednesday, 9th May, the shooting team headed to Taupo 
to attend their third competition of the year.  

They made it a team bonding experience, arriving in Taupo 
around 3pm, thus allowing the team to have a practise session 
at the Taupo Gun Club prior to settling in at the Taupo Holiday 
Resort for the night, ready for a full day of shooting on       
Thursday.  

The weather was mild and fine which is unusual for Taupo.  
There were 35 squads (173 shooters) at this tournament, which 
is a large number for a Secondary Schools Shoot .  

Our shooters shot extremely well.  It was our Open Team of 
Daniel Craig, Dylan Burns, Josh Baird, Matty Groot and Devon 
Partridge that placed 2nd team in the teams section, only 3 
points below the winner, Tauranga Boys High School, who were 
all Year 12 and 13 students.  Our boys are Year 10 and 11, so 
we are very proud of them.  

The Competition structure has changed to Junior (Year 9 and 
10, and Senior (Year 11—13), sections, and it was our Junior 
boys who shone with Matty Groot placing 2nd, Josh Baird     
placing 3rd, and Dylan Burns placing 4th after a shoot off.  Some 
very good shooting was on display.  

The girls team of Emily Kitson, and Chloe Thompson placed 3rd 
in their section.  

The mixed team of Daniel Craig and Emily Kitson also placed 3rd 
over the day after combining their scores.  

Both Josh Baird and Dylan Burns were awarded their 25 Long 
Run Badge, and Daniel Craig his 50 Long Run Badge, which he 
gained over our last 2 shoots - something he is very proud of.  

Our next shoot will be held at Matamata College on 14th June, 
so hopefully we can bring back some more rewarding results. 

Our success is due to the great dedication and commitment of 
the students along with the experience of the brilliant coaching 
team of Mr Les Clarke, Mr Bob Anderson and Mr Mike Tarbitt 
who we are extremely fortunate to have with us.  

Special thanks to Mrs Joanne Sands our manager, for arranging 
the whole 2 days away,  Mrs Coe our Sports Director who drove 
the van and the many parents who came to support the team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT ABSENCES  
If your student is not coming in to school please phone the 
after-hours or absentee line (during school hours) and 
record the following:  Your name, name of the student and 
the reason for their absence.   

If you are unable to make a call, please send a note in with 
them the day they return to school.  A Medical Certificate 
is required for 3 or more days absence due to sickness. 

If you require your student to leave during school hours, a 
note or a phone call is required before they can leave. 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 2018 

Daily - 8.30am to 9.30am,. And 

Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri - 1.30pm to 2.10pm 

Wed - 12.35pm to 1.20pm 

wanted 
Ice Cream Containers   

Please drop at College office 

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays 
                                                            

 Note  The Internet is available each day during 
       lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

Ads 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College. 

THE WAIUKU COLLEGE GIRLS CRICKET TEAM 
would like to massively thank the following sponsors for 

their contribution towards our Cricket trip to Rarotonga 

in the October school holidays: 
 

    Pukekohe Toyota  

    Spookers 

    The Tractor Centre Pukekohe 

    Sports Distributors 

    The Munted Jandal  

    Seclusion Beauty 

    Froggies 

    Vanilla  

    Burger King 

    RD1 

    Jimbo’s Pet Food  

    Rainbow’’s End 

    Pacific Biofert  

    Neville and Cheryl’s Plant Centre 

    Panasonic 

    Ramset 

    Farrell’s Nursery 

    Cotton Soft 

    Bernie and Michelle Hackett  

    Sanitarium  

    McDonalds (Pukekohe)  

    Just Pizza 

    Pita Pit (Waiuku) 

    Yummy Apples 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege

