
He Mihi Mahana Kia Koutou – Warm greetings to you all. 
 

10 YEARS AS COLLEGE PRINCIPAL 
In late May I celebrated my 10th anniversary as Principal at Waiuku College.  We held a special after-
school staff meeting with a bit of bubbles to celebrate the milestone.  I even managed to dig out the 
opening speeches I made to staff and students in my first week on the job in May of 2008.  I found it 
satisfying and rewarding to reflect on the positive progress and achievements that have occurred in 
those 10 years, and to share thanks and acknowledgements with the people who have helped make it 
all possible, in particular the staff who have been here that whole time, and of course, the many 
Board members and parents, both past and present, who have provided myself and the College with 
so much support.  It is an honour and a privilege to be a College Principal and I feel fortunate that I 
have the role here in Waiuku.  My very sincere thanks to all of you who have supported me to this 
point and also to those of you who continue to do so today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE MAEMAE AROHA: IN MEMORIUM:  
John Robinson & Dame Nganeko Minhinnick 

It is a year since we had a sad week of loss with the sudden death of our Head of Technology – John 
Robinson, and the passing of our Ngati Te Ata kuia – Dame Nganeko Minhinnick. 

We will be holding special ceremonies for both, including placement of photos in our school Whare 
Matoro and a naming ceremony for one of our Technology Buildings – The John Robinson Workshop.  
We remember their amazing qualities and contribution to our College community and miss them both 
deeply.  Our thoughts are again with the family and friends of these special people. 

CAREERS EXPO  
Combined Franklin Schools: Pukekohe Indian Hall, Thu. 21 June, 5.30pm. 
This is a great opportunity for parents and students of all ages to see a range of workplace and tertiary 
organization representatives in one place and to get valuable careers information.  I encourage you all 
to attend. 

 

TERM 2 2018 

30 April 
Start of Term 2 

4 June 

Queen’s Birthday 

8 June 

Team Photos 

11-15 June 

Cultural Week 

6 July 

End of Term 2 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 



YEAR 10 EXTENSION CLASS – 2019 END OF PROGRAMME 
In 2010 Waiuku College reviewed the way that junior classes were organized and streamed and did away with the 2 upper band Year 
9 classes that were traditionally chosen based on Maths and English tests done at Year 8 in the Primary Schools.  Year 9 classes were 
organized to be evenly balanced in terms of academic ability and behavioural/attitude information. 

The College then introduced a Year 10 Extension Class based on our own assessment results from Year 9, which ranked the students 
by grade point average measured across the Year 9 core subjects, namely Maths, English, Science and Social Studies.  The top 30  
students were separated into the Year 10 Extension Class.  It was this class with whom we trialed BYOD for 2 years before we intro-
duced it across the whole of Year 9 in 2015.   

We were however unable to keep the class together for their subjects in the senior school due to timetabling complications when 
they all chose different options to take for Level 1 NCEA.  It was only as an admin class that they met as a group through Senior 
School. 

Last year after feedback from Heads of Faculty we reviewed the extension class with staff. 

There was overwhelming support for not continuing with the programme. Some of the main reasons agreed for this were: 

 Evidence showed that high ability students not in the class (some declined to be a part of it and those who just missed out on 
joining it) were able to achieve just as highly as those in the Extension Class 

 Some students who were part of the Extension Class did not go on to achieve highly in the senior school when compared with 
students who were not part of the class 

 Deans and Year 10 subject teachers felt that losing the academic and leadership role models had a negative impact on the other 
Year 10 classes 

 The extension model could not be sustained through to senior levels because of timetabling difficulties 

 The Gifted and Talented programme was catering well for students that needed extension or acceleration to meet their        
abilities.  Some examples of this programme include: 

 Acceleration in a single subject area (e.g. from Year 9 to year 11 Mathematics ) 

 Acceleration across a year level (e.g. from Year 10 to Year 12 in all subjects) 

 Benefits of acceleration include: being able to take a different subject in Year 13 (e.g. Year 13 Maths and Statistics in Year 12, 
Year 13 Calculus in Year 13; Year 13 DTE in Year 12; Year 13 DVC in Year 13) 

 The possibility of studying tertiary papers in Year 13 following acceleration 

 Mentor projects as opportunities arise (e.g.  two Year 13 Media students to work with two Year 10 students to create a resource 
for the Careers Department) 

 Multi-level assessment differentiation possibilities within existing classes (e.g. NCEA 2 assessment in a Year 11 class) 
 Scholarship in Year 12 and Year 13 

Therefore, the College is proposing that we do not select and run an extension class next year.  We are confident this will not impact 
negatively on the achievement of the students who might have been in that class.  Conversely we believe it will impact positively on 
the rest of the Year 10 cohort who will have the benefit in Year 10 of working and learning alongside these more able students.  And 
we are confident that our Gifted and Talented identification and support strategies will continue to extend our most able students. 

COMPULSORY SCIENCE AT YEAR 11 
For many years at the College, the subject of Science has been optional at Year 11 for students who had also chosen Geography.  We 
have recently reviewed this situation and believe that we should make Science compulsory for all students except those studying 
Primary Industries (as that has a significant Science component).  Our two main reasons for this are: 

 Higher levels of scientific knowledge and understanding are becoming more important in a world that is rapidly transforming 
through technology and a world that is increasingly facing global challenges to the environment – that require scientific 
knowledge to be understood. 

 Compulsory Science allows for the extra option choices at Level 2 of Biology, Physics, Chemistry and Earth and Space Science.. 

TEACHERS COLLECTIVE AGREEMENT NEGOTIATIONS 
Thank you for your understanding when we recently had to close the school for the afternoon to   allow teachers to attend a Paid 
Union Meeting.  It is vitally important that the government look closely at teacher pay rates as we experience an ageing workforce, 
with teacher shortages at a time when population and school rolls are growing rapidly – especially in our region.  We look forward to 
positive outcomes with pay rises that reflect the value and the worth of our teachers in these times. 

GENDER NEUTRAL TOILETS 
We recently agreed to designate 3 stand-alone toilet spaces as Gender Neutral by removing the door signage.  This came about as a 
result of requests by student leaders at the college.  All the existing shared toilet spaces remain gender separated.  The college has a 
total 38 student toilet spaces. 
 

Nga Mihi 

Tom Vanderlaan 
Principal 

 



Last year the event was a great success and as one of the lead-
ing schools in this we encourage all of our Senior, as well as 
Junior students to consider attending.   

This is a great place to look at future pathways, or even to    
consider what subjects you may need to select next year to go 
into a career you want.   

The Expo is from 5:30 pm to 8.00 pm, with over 65 different 
organizations attending.  These range from, but are not limited 
to: further education, apprenticeships, short courses and     
student travel (Camp America etc).   

If you do have any questions, please don’t hesitate to ask us in 
the Careers Department, or find us on Facebook ‘Franklin 
Schools Career Expo 2018’.  See you all there!”  

- Miss Wilson, Careers Manager 
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The Year 11 drama class will be performing three one act plays 
next week.  The plays start at 6:30pm and entry is a gold coin 
donation.   

All the plays offer a unique experience – quirky comedy, dark 
thriller and tense drama. Each night two groups will perform. 
The plays are directed and stage managed by year 13 drama 
students. 

Monday 18 June: The Real Inspector Hound and The Children 

Tuesday 19 June: Bassett and The Real Inspector Hound 

Wednesday 20 June: Bassett and The Children 

We would love to see you there. 

SICKNESS AT SCHOOL 
We are experiencing an increased number of parents 
turning up at school to pick up sick students, and often 
the Main Office is not aware of the situation.  We ask 
that parents reiterate the following procedure: 

If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send them 
to the Student Centre where a call home will be 
made.   

During interval or lunchtime students can go straight 
to the Student Centre.   

 

NZQA NEWS 

Senior students will receive statements next week that outline the standards they are entered for in NCEA.  Name, 
date of birth, address and standards need to be checked.   

The NZQA bill is $76.70 for domestic students and $383.30 for international students.  If the person baying the bill       
receives a benefit, or has a Community Services Card, or would qualify for one, or has to pay fees for more than 
two   students and the total bill would come to more than $200, Financial Assistance can be applied for.  Forms are 
available from the Student Centre.  Fees are due by Friday 10th August. 

Year 11 Students sitting the algebra external, 91027, have this exam on Tuesday September 18.  This is the only 
chance to sit this exam.  There is no other opportunity for these credits. 

Any questions, please e-mail Mrs Everitt - ev@waiuku-college.school.nz 

mailto:ev@waiuku-college.school.nz


Sport 

 PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Level one students recently spent the day planting 550 natives 
plants. Students were demonstrating an ability to handle a 
spade   correctly, as well as correctly placing plants in a new 
location.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students recently visited the 
Botanical Gardens in        
Manurewa.   

The class were looking at 
landscaping and Amenity 
horticulture. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JUNIOR BOYS’ FOOTBALL 
Our Junior Boys played Santa Maria College and won 3-0.  

Coached by Alan Tarua Barnett and managed by Mrs Charise 
Savage, they are a great team of up and coming young football 
players 

ORIENTEERING  
Our students recently attended the       
Auckland Secondary School        
Individual Orienteering Event held 
in the Woodhill Forest .  

We entered into the Junior Girls 
Standard course and came away 
with amazing results.  

Beanie Rattrie came 2nd, Charlize 
Aicken came 3rd and Millie    
Thompson came 4th out of 22    
participants.  

The weather was cold, wet and 
miserable and this is only the    
second time the girls have used compasses and tracked them-
selves through a forest.  So to come away with these great  
results make them athletes to watch in the future.  

In July Beanie and Millie are going to Christchurch to represent 
Waiuku College in the New Zealand Secondary Schools 3-day 
event and we wish them all the best.  

TOUGH GUY TOUGH GAL 
On Sunday 10th June the Year 12 and 13 PE students went to 
the Fully Loaded Tough Guy Tough Gal, which was held at the 
Ngaruawahia Christian Camp in Hamilton, as part of their NCEA   
assessment.  

The students did really well, including an exceptional effort 
from Frances Good who placed both Top Female overall and 
Top Secondary School Student. Other notable efforts were  
Mikayla Capes and Mackenzie Stratton who placed 4th equal in 
the secondary school section.  In the Boys grade Hayden Foy 
took out top place in the Secondary School Boys.   

We would like to thank Mr Hammersley and Mrs Adamski for 
taking up their time to help.                      Written by Ben Lamont 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STUDENT ABSENCES  
If your student is not coming in to school please phone the 
after-hours or absentee line (during school hours) and 
record the following:  Your name, name of the student and 
the reason for their absence.   

If you are unable to make a call, please send a note in with 
them the day they return to school.  A Medical Certificate 
is required for 3 or more days absence due to sickness. 

If you require your student to leave during school hours, a 
note or a phone call is required before they can leave. 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 2018 

Daily - 8.30am to 9.30am,. And 

Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri - 1.30pm to 2.10pm 

Wed - 12.35pm to 1.20pm 

wanted 
Ice Cream Containers   

Please drop at College office 

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays 
                                                            

 Note  The Internet is available each day during 
       lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

Ads 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Parent Rep) peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Chair) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Deputy Chair) buck@sunsetfreerange.co.nz 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gmail.com 

Kahurangi Wilson (Elected Rep) kahurangi.taylor@gmail.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/
www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

BOARD MEETING DATES 2018  (5.30pm in Boardroom) 

  Monday 12 February   Monday 13 August 

  Monday 12 March   Monday 10 September 

  Monday 9 April   Monday 15 October 

  Monday 14 May   Monday 12 November 

  Monday 11 June   Monday 10 December 

  Monday 23 July  

FREE CERTIFICATE IN MONEY MANAGEMENT COMING TO PUKEKOHE 

Te Whare Wananga is running a free money management night class in Pukekohe starting in July.  

Take control of your financial future and join our Tuesday night classes. The course starts in mid July 
and runs for 14 weeks.  This is a free course covering all aspects of personal financial management.  

For more information or to enrol please contact the tutor, Karen Wightman, on 027-592-1016 or                                    
Karen.Wightman@twoa.ac.nz.  Places are limited so ring today about enrolling. 

A REMINDER TO PLEASE LABEL YOUR 

CHILD’S UNIFORM ITEMS. 

We have a lot of uniform items handed in unnamed, 

which means they cannot be returned to their owners. 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege
https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege
mailto:Karen.Wightman@twoa.ac.nz



