
He Mihi Mahana Kia Koutou – Warm greetings to you all. 
 

SCIENCE MODERNISATION PROJECT 
The redevelopment of S Block to include an open plan central learning area with flexible glass sliding 
door connections to the classrooms, is finally complete.  This project has been dogged with problems, 
including asbestos removal and weather damage from last years storms.  A project that was supposed 
to take 6 months dragged on for 12 months! 

I acknowledge the issues this caused for the science department staff in particular, but also for count-
less students who had access to laboratory facilities seriously restricted during this time.  I thank them 
all for their patience.  In the last months we added full refurbishment of the surrounding classrooms 
to the project, so that the end result is a fully modernized and refurbished block, topped off with 
great new furniture and fittings as well. 

A blessing and opening function for staff was held in the last week of term, and we look forward to 
science classes being back in next term. 

The Science project is part of an ongoing programme of modernization works that we have planned 
and negotiated with the Ministry of Education to transform our 60 year old school into a learning  
facility that better meets the needs of modern learning practices.  We are already underway with 
plans for a similar modernization of the Technology Block, and this will be followed by the Art Block. 
Hopefully both within the next two to three years. 

Our gymnasium will be undergoing leaky building remediation work starting in October, and will not 
be available for community or school use until approximately the middle of term 1 next year. 

UNIFORM 
The school has been consulting with a new uniform supplier who retails through the Warehouse 
Group.  Our present uniform contract expires next year and we are considering moving uniform sales 
off-site and the Warehouse seems like a good option to consider.  One of our priorities will be to   
reduce uniform costs while maintaining quality, and it may also be an opportunity to look into some 
variations of our uniform code.  Fleece tops and jumpers seem to be a lot less popular these days and 
many students are expressing a preference for a hoody-type sweatshirt top.  We will look into some 
options, but at this stage there are no changes planned for the start of 2019.  I did recently tell the 
school I was unhappy with the number of hoodies being worn late in the term and things improved a 
lot as a result (despite social media reaction to my comments – all of which I read).  Students were 
rewarded with a free mufti day on the last day of term to show my appreciation. 

TERM 3 2018 

23 July 
Start of Term 3 

31 July 

Academic Counselling Parent 
Interviews (Snr & Jnr) 

13-17 August 

Academic week 

20-24 August 

Senior Exams 

3-7 September 

Tournament week 

13 September 

Po Whakanuia  

28 September 

Talent Quest 
End of Term 3 

15 October 

Term 4 starts 

 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to 
parents\caregivers now, so 
please ensure we have 
your correct email address 
on file . 

The newsletter is also 
available on our website. 
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REWARDS ASSEMBLY 
Year 9 students had a rewards assembly in the last week of term, where many prizes were given away to students who had their 
names drawn out of a box of rewards vouchers, which they had completed over the first half of this year.  Prizes included sports 
equipment, I-Tunes cards, wireless ear phones, a wireless speaker and a small drone.  Congratulations to all the students who got 
prizes.  There will also be a similar end of year event. 

RUGBY TRIP TO AUSTRALIA 
Best wishes to our 1st XV players, coaches and supporters who fly over to the Gold Coast for a tournament these holidays.  A lot of 
hard training and fundraising has gone into making this trip possible and I am sure they will have an amazing time.  Special thanks to 
our Deputy Board Chairperson, Gareth Manning, who is the coach of the team and the driver behind the trip, along with our Rugby 
Master, Mr North. 

AFS FAREWELLS 
We said goodbye last week to Maria from Italy and Saga from Finland who had been with us for 6 
months as AFS international exchange students. Many thanks to the host families.  I hope to visit Saga’s 
school in Finland on my next trip to Europe to meet her Principal and learn from their internationally 
recognized high performing school system. 

INTERNATIONAL GROUPS 
Our fourteen Vietnamese students have now left with positive experiences from their month in Waiuku.  
In early Term 2 we will   receive another group of 16 students from our sister school in Beijing.  My 
thanks again to all the homestay parents who make these short stay group visits possible and make 
them such positive experiences for the students. 

NCEA REVIEW 
The NCEA review process is now well underway and generating some controversy, with the recent letter to the Herald by a group of 
Auckland Principals.  I personally do not support their actions in attacking the Minister of Education and the process he has put in 
place.  At Waiuku College we will be consulting with staff and I will take our feedback to our local Principals’ consultation forum, 
which I will follow up with by attending the national Principals’ forum in Wellington on August 6th.  I welcome any feedback from  
parents on the proposed ‘big opportunities’ put out for consultation (attached). Feel free to e-mail your thoughts to me. 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Thank you to the parents who responded to our request for volunteers to join the Board as coopted members.  At our last meeting 
we agreed to coopt Colin Webb and Phillippa Buchanan who we welcome to our Board. 

THE CURRICULUM IS RUBBISH! 
In the last week of term we had a waste management expert from the Auckland Council 
visit the school and run workshops for junior students on waste recycling.  The students 
had a hands-on experience sorting through a day’s worth of school waste.  They learnt 
that over 90% of the waste generated by the school is able to be recycled – greatly        
reducing the amount that needs to go to the landfill.  Thanks to Mr Henderson, our Head 
of Technology who organised this event. 

 

Best wishes to all our students for a safe and relaxing term break 

 

Nga Mihi kia Koutou 

Tom Vanderlaan 
Principal 

 

2018 YEAR 9 REWARDS ASSEMBLY 
At our recent Year 9 Rewards Assembly, the following students received prizes: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name        Prize 

Angellea de Graaf    Basketball 

Jack Thomas     Basketball 

Kirsten Watts     Basketball 

Aadarsh Prasad     Basketball 

Ryan Leuty      Soccer ball 

Emma Schrader    Soccer ball 

Tina Pennington    Volleyball 

Victoria Liefting     $20 ITunes voucher 

Fynn Pool      $20 ITunes voucher 

Name        Prize 

Jorja Smart      $20 ITunes voucher 

Malay Pye      Rugby ball 

Reagan Udy      Smart watch 

Mia Sargent      Smart watch 

George Moore     2 Rainbow’s End tickets 

Jordan Kimber     2 Rainbow’s End tickets 

Zaria Porter      Wireless headphones 

Callum Julian     Waterproof speaker 

Millie Thompson    Remote control drone 

 



NEW ENROLMENT-BASED 
MEASURE OF NCEA          
ATTAINMENT  
NZQA and the Ministry of Education 
have announced some changes to the 

way NCEA and University Entrance attainment is reported.  

The changes provide a more precise picture of how attainment is 
reported.  It will count all domestic students in years 11 to 13 
aged less than 19 on 1 January, rather than taking a snapshot of 
students as at 1 July.  It will also count up to three ethnicities 
students identify with, rather than limiting this to just one.  

As a result, NZQA is expecting most schools will see a change in 
their attainment rates.  It is a statistical adjustment that doesn’t 
reflect school performance, teaching practice or an individual 
student’s results.  

“The key thing to remember is that whilst percentages for NCEA 
and University Entrance percentages may change, the amount of 
improvement in student attainment is similar and positive.”  

NZQA is consulting with schools in June and July on the way 
attainment is reported at a school level and will report back in 
September.  The new measure will be used for reporting 2018 
NCEA and University Entrance attainment statistics in January 
2019.  

A summary Fact Sheet can be found at -          

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz/about-us/consultations-and-reviews/
secondary-school-statistics/  

 

 

THINKING AHEAD TO 2019 – CHOOSING 
COURSES FOR NEXT YEAR 
Options Booklets 
The 2019 Subject Information booklets will be published on 
Moodle at the start of Term 3.  Students and their parents/
caregivers are encouraged to take time to read through the   
information before attending the Options Evening.  Hard copies 
can be obtained from the school office on request. 

Subject Information Evening - Thursday 26th July 
All students and parents/caregivers are invited to attend this 
year’s Subject Information Evening which is being held on   
Thursday 26th July from 5:30 – 7:30 pm in the school hall.  Staff 
will be on hand to discuss subjects and answer any questions 
students or parents may have.  For parents and students who 
are new to NCEA, there will be an opportunity to learn more 
about how the system works. 

Year 9 – 12 Academic Counselling Interviews - Thursday 
9th August 
Parent(s)/Caregiver(s) will be invited to attend a twenty minute 
interview with their student and their student’s Academic    
Mentor.  The focus of the meetings will be on subject choices for 
next year. Students in Yr13 can request an interview with their 
mentor. 

Subject Selection - Deadline Friday 17th August 
Once students and their parents/caregivers have gathered all 
the information they need to make informed decisions, the   
students will need to log onto MUSAC Edge, and enter their  
subject choices for 2019.  All option choices must be entered by 
the end of school on Friday 17th August. 

 

 

 

 

NCEA FEES & FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE FORMS 
NCEA Fees due Friday 10th August 
All 2018 NCEA fees need to be paid to the office by Friday 10th 
August. 

If you do not manage to pay your fees to the school by this time 
you will have to pay them directly to NZQA.  The easiest way to 
do this is via your son or daughter’s NZQA login. 

If you do not pay your fees by 1st December you will have to pay 
an additional $50.00 late fee.  If you do not pay your fees, your 
son or daughter will not be awarded any qualifications they may 
have achieved, nor will they be able to access their Record of 
Achievement. 

Financial Assistance 
If the person paying the bill has a Community Services Card, or 
would qualify for one, they can apply for Financial Assistance 
with the cost of NCEA fees. If you have to pay fees for two or 
more students and the total bill comes to more than $200.00, 
you can also apply for Financial Assistance. Forms can be        
obtained from the school office, or online at www.nzqa.govt.nz 

The deadline for Financial Assistance applications if Friday 3rd 
August. 

NZQA CARDS 
At the start of Term 3 all senior students who were enrolled at 
Waiuku College at the start of the year will receive an NZQA 
card. The cards look like a business card and gives the student’s 
name and address and their National Student Number (NSN). 
The back of the card gives details of how to register to with the 
NZQA website.  

Although students can view lots of information on MUSAC Edge, 
the information on the NZQA website is definitive. It’s important 
that students register with the website and regularly check their 
entries and results. Students can access a range of services via 
the website such as ordering results notices, copies of             
certificates and their Record of Achievement. They can also   
apply for exam reviews and reconsiderations. 

 

 
CONGRATULATIONS to Mia Sergeant - Year 9 
Mia is heading to the World Hip Hop Championships in Phoenix, 
Arizona in August with her dance crew “Bubblegum”, repre-
senting both her dance studio  and New Zealand.   

We are very proud of Mia’s achievements and wish her well.  

 

 

REPORTS 
Junior Reports will be sent out electronically on Friday 6th       
July.  They will also be available through Edge on Monday 9th 
July.   

Senior Reports were e-mailed and published on the Edge Portal 
in week 8 of this term.   

 

 

 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz




MATARIKI LUNCHEON 
The Kapa haka Vietnam Tour Team celebrated Matariki with a 
luncheon for all staff. 

Matariki being a time to share and a time to relish in food was 
an appropriate kaupapa. 

It was a great opportunity to see our kapa haka students work-
ing together in the “kitchen to the table” situation. 

Staff feedback: 
“The Matariki luncheon was a fabulous fundraising initiative 
and a lovely way to bring staff together.  The students involved 
were absolutely fantastic and a credit to themselves and the 
school.  

The food was delicious and plentiful, and great value for     
money, and it was lovely to see the Euro-Maori fusion in the 
cuisine.  

It would be lovely to see this luncheon become a regular part of 
the school calendar and it would surely be supported.  

The event show cased our kapahaka students, instructors and 
support crew, and I felt proud and privileged to be included.” 

CULTURAL WEEK 2018 
Thank you to the students of Waiuku College for participating 
and helping to create such an amazing Cultural Week.  

Monday started off with a bang, with the Prefects hosting the 
Colour Run.  We opened the run to junior and senior teams as 
well as the house teams and teachers run.  Congratulations to 
the senior team Captained by Sidney McMillan, who won the 
seniors event.  The junior winning team was Captained by    
Kayley Matheson, with Kauri House taking out the House Team 
Challenge.   

Throughout the week many students participated in various 
workshops ranging from African Dance, Bollywood Dance, Tai Ji 
to Make-Up Workshops.  

Wednesday saw a performance by TLA (Three Letter Acronym), 
an up and coming New Zealand band, who brought the house 
down at lunchtime.  Pavement Art took place in Period 3, and 
as the weather was slightly wet, students used black paper  
instead of the pavement.  Congratulations to Marius, Franklin, 
Cody and Bodene who produced the winning artwork.           
International Food and dress day saw a multitude of inter-
national costumes and colours, with some amazing food on sale 
at lunchtime.  Special thanks to the Languages, ESOL and Food 
Technology Departments for their contributions with the food. 

Friday was the annual Wearable Arts competition with students 
competing in the junior, senior and house competitions.  We 
also challenged the Year 9 form classes to produce a garment, 
resulting in some amazing creations.  The standard of garments 
was outstanding.  Congratulations to 9RG who won the Year 9 
challenge and also the  Supreme Award, a massive achievement 
for a Year 9 Students.  Special mention to Marissa Reed for her 
Redefined School uniform, Aimee Clarke, Eva Mae Head, Millie 
Thompson for Octopus, and Tauryn, Michelle and Carman for 
their Nature garment Leaves, which was awarded the top    
garment prize. The Judge’s Choice Award was presented to      9 
NA.   

The theme this year was The Festivals of the World and the 
FIFA World Cup, with the focus on the many different countries 
who take part, which is reflected at Waiuku College with the 
many different cultures that are in our school community.  

We hope you have enjoyed this year’s Cultural Week as much 
as we have, and here’s to another super fun week next year! 

Special thanks to the Cultural Portfolio –Sidney McMillan, Dani 
Kriek, Jenni Smith, Loretta Kerisiano and Head Boy and Girl 
James Hanna-Batty and Peta Butler for their huge contribution 
in organizing the week. 

 

Mrs. Cook (Arts Coordinator) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DRAMA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our students performed really well in our recent productions - 
“The Real Inspector Hound and Bassett”, and “Bassett and the 
Children”.  

Chantel Vaughan was so impressive!  Also, well done to Dharma 
Mealor, Katy Good and Kristin Everitt, who have come such a 
long way and gave strong performances.  Ché and Maya had 
some really good comedic moments.  Awa Leef-Dunn (who was 
filling in for an injured student) was sensational considering he 
had only two rehearsals. 

Also, the Year 10s were amazing. The class made their own 
props, set, costumes and make-up and the whole thing looked 
amazing.  They ran it all on their own and it went really  
smoothly.  Special thanks to Piper Barton and Cleo Rodger for 
filling in for missing students.  

Casts: 
      The Real Inspector Hound: 
      Charlotte Cooper 
      Chase Davies 
      Ché Harcombe 
      Renee Jensen 
      Abbey Loosemore 
      Niamh Staker 
      Joshia Supandji 
      Maya Thomas 

Bassett:        The Children 
Kane Heke       Kristin Everitt 
Renee Jensen      Katy Good 
Craig Kelly       Ché Harcombe 
Jordyn King       Maddie Hardie 
Abbey Loosemore     Jordyn King 
Stephanie MacDonald   Dharma Mealor 
Primrose Maddren     Stephanie MacDonald 
Jess Newman      Katie Mooy-Watling 
Jade Partridge      Emma Morse 
Savannah Rahiri     Ava-Mae Steven 
Elin Silverthorn      Chantel Vaughan 
Ava-Mae Steven     Awa Lee-Dunn (Year 12 fill in –  
Jack Warren              only rehearsed twice) 
Tiaan Kriek (Year 12 fill in –  
           only rehearsed twice) 
 
 

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Yr 11 Primary Industries students clearing gardens, ready for 
planting. 

 

Students planting natives around the lighthouse  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students making a start on clearing the Waiuku Community 
gardens for winter planting  



STUDENT ABSENCES  
If your student is not coming in to school please phone the 
after-hours or absentee line (during school hours) and 
record the following:  Your name, name of the student and 
the reason for their absence.   

If you are unable to make a call, please send a note in with 
them the day they return to school.  A Medical Certificate 
is required for 3 or more days absence due to sickness. 

If you require your student to leave during school hours, a 
note or a phone call is required before they can leave. 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 2018 

Daily - 8.30am to 9.30am,. And 

Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri - 1.30pm to 2.10pm 

Wed - 12.35pm to 1.20pm 

wanted 
Ice Cream Containers   

Please drop at College office 

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays 
                                                            

 Note  The Internet is available each day during 
       lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

Ads 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Parent Rep) peter.attwood001@gmail.com 

Phillippa Buchanan phillyeb70@gmail.com 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Chair) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Deputy Chair) buck@sunsetfreerange.co.nz 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gmail.com 

Kahurangi Wilson (Elected Rep) kahurangi.taylor@gmail.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb colin@webb.co.nz 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College. 

BOARD MEETING DATES 2018  (5.30pm in Boardroom) 

  Monday 12 February   Monday 13 August 

  Monday 12 March   Monday 10 September 

  Monday 9 April   Monday 15 October 

  Monday 14 May   Monday 12 November 

  Monday 11 June   Monday 10 December 

  Monday 23 July  

SPORT 

A REMINDER TO PLEASE LABEL YOUR 

CHILD’S UNIFORM ITEMS. 

We have a lot of uniform items handed in unnamed, 

which means they cannot be returned to their owners. 

 

                                                                
 

 

These teams will leave on Sunday 2nd and return on    
Friday 7th September: 

Boys Hockey  - Levin   
Led by Coach, Rodney Jackson & Manager, Dean Borrell  

Girls Hockey – Taupo                                                                      
Led by Coach, Bernadette Corcoran & Manager, Shannon     
Adamski  

Girl Netball – Mount Maunganui                                                 
Led by Coach, Hannah Kimber & Manager, Sue Capes 

Girls Football – Rotorua                                                                 
Led by Coach, Jahna Stephens & Manager, Keli Toner 

Boys Football – New Plymouth                                                             
Led by Coach, Frank Lieder & Manager, James Savage  

 

These teams are away on the following dates: 

Boys Senior Under 17 Basketball  - Wednesday 5th – Saturday 
8th September at the North Shore Events Stadium  

Led by Coach, Mike Harper & Manager, Di Bradley  

Boys Junior Basketball - Saturday 1st  – Tuesday 4th September 
at the North Shore Events Stadium  

Led by Coach, Mike Harper & Manager, Kylie Monteith  

Girls Senior Basketball - Wednesday 5th – Friday 7th September 
at Bruce Pullman Park, Papakura  

Led by Coach, Ricki Minhinnick & Manager, Shelley Thompson  

TOURNAMENT WEEK 2018 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege


HOLDEN STREET SMART is a world-class, cognitive based driver programme that aims to positively influence the 

lives of young kiwis across the country. The Programme has been developed with the involvement of world-renowned road safe-
ty expert, Peter Sheppard. In addition, passionate road safety advocate, Greg Murphy, is our Programme Ambassador.  

Offering a practical hands-on learning experience, Holden Street Smart is a programme that aims to add to, and compliment, the 
great work already undertaken by NZTA, NZ Police and others in the area of road safety and driving training.  

Holden Street Smart is a one-day event providing young drivers and their parents/caregivers the opportunity to undertake super-
vised driving practice. There is a focus on developing good decision-making strategies  for safe driving, including assessing them-
selves, reading the road environment, resisting peer pressure, managing or eliminating distractions and planning ahead.  

The Programme takes place in safe, controlled, off-the-road environments, under the watchful eye of qualified coaches plus the 
parent/caregiver. This provides the parent the opportunity to also assess themselves, in order to be a better coach and mentor to 
their teen. 

Holden Street Smart will be delivering it’s programme throughout these July School Holidays at the following venues: 

Manfeild Park      

Feilding 

Mon 9 July 
 

Bruce McLaren Motorsport Park 

Taupo 

Wed 11 July 
 

Hampton Downs Motorsport Park 

Hampton Downs 

Thu 12 July and Friday 13 July 
 

Mike Pero Motorsport Park 

Christchurch 

Mon 16 and Tues 17 July 
 

Highlands Motorsport Park 

Cromwell 

Thu 19 and Fri 20 July 
 

Registrations are open for only $49 at www.holdenstreetsmart.co.nz 

http://www.holdenstreetsmart.co.nz



