
COMMUNITY CONSULTATION MEETING – 6:00 PM THURSDAY 6TH JUNE 
Parents and members of the wider community are invited to join us at 6:00 pm on Thursday 6th June to 

be part of the conversation about the future direction of the college.  Please note that this is a change 

of date from the one published in the previous newsletter. 

It is ten years since we last sat down and took the time to consider our shared values, the values that 

form the foundation of everything we do as a college.  The world has changed quite a lot since then and 

it’s important that our guiding principles are still fit for purpose. 

As part of the consultation process we are asking staff, students and the community to tell us what their 

hope, dreams and aspirations are for our students.  We also want to know what skills, qualities, habits 

of mind and values our young people should have to prepare them for success in this rapidly changing 

and complex world.  We will use this information to create a Graduate Profile for Waiuku College. 

We are also updating our Teacher Profile.  What are the skills, qualities, habits of mind and values that 

our teachers require to enable our young people to succeed? 

The teaching staff have already provided us with their thoughts and we will be consulting with the    

support staff and students in coming weeks.  It is important that the values and the Teacher and     

Graduate Profiles are a genuine reflection of what our community believes to be important and true as 

they will guide the work of the Board and the school for several years to come. 

TEACHERS’ PAY DISPUTE 
You will no doubt have heard that the two teachers’ unions, the NZEI and the PPTA, have announced 

their intention to hold a joint, one day strike on Wednesday 29th May.  The Ministry of Education is  

hoping that industrial action can be avoided and that they can reach an agreement before the 29th.  If 

the strike does go ahead we will inform parents via the school app and Facebook.  The school app was 

recently updated and if you haven’t yet changed over to the new version now might be a good time to 

do so. 

SUPPORT STAFF DAY 
This week we have been acknowledging the work of our support staff, without whom the school could 

not function. We have over 30 support staff working in a range of different roles.   

We have the team in the office, who are the face of the college, and deal with a wide range of matters 

including finance, attendance and general administration.  We have our Sports Director and Arts Co-

ordinator who ensure that our students have access to an exciting range of extra-curricular activities.  

We have technicians in the science and technology departments who make sure that the equipment 

used by teachers and   students is ready and running smoothly.  We have the librarian who manages the 

many and varied   activities that take place in the i-Hub.  Then there are the teacher aides who support 

the learning of our students with additional needs and who are invaluable to the work that takes place 

in the classroom. Our IT technician works tirelessly to keep our networks and devices running smoothly.  

Our International Director and Homestay Co-ordinator look after the needs of the international         

students.  The Gateway   Co-ordinator works with employers across the region to find work experience 

placements for students interested in everything from medicine to milking.  The Principal and Senior 

Leadership Team would be lost without the work of the Principal’s PA.  The Business Manager looks 

after the finances and property and maintenance.  The Guidance Team, comprising the Careers Adviser, 

the Counsellor and the  Kaitautoko are there to help students as they navigate their way through school 

life and think about their future.  The ladies in the canteen keep everyone fed and watered and also 

cater for special events in the school.  Lastly, the caretaking and cleaning teams make sure that we are 

able to work in a clean and safe environment and that the grounds are neat and tidy. 

 

TERM 2 2019 

Queen’s Birthday 
3 June 

Cultural Week 
10-14 June 

Team Photos 
14 June 

Careers Expo 
20 June 

School Ball 
29 June 

End of Term 2 
5 July 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also 
available on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Gowan Ditchburn 

Acting Principal 
Nga mihi mahana kia koutou 

Warm greetings to you all 



SCHOOL GYM 
As you will know, the second of our two gyms was found to be a leaky building and, as is so often the case, once the repair work started 

the situation was found to be worse than first thought.  This means that it is going to be out of action for longer than anticipated.  With 

winter coming there will be days when the PE staff will need to be indoors with more classes having to share Gym 1.  However, the 

good news is that the two classrooms adjoining Gym 2 are close to completion and will be available again in the very near future. 

PUNCTUALITY AND APPOINTMENTS DURING THE SCHOOL DAY 
Punctuality is an important life skill and one our students need to develop.  Arriving late to lessons has a negative impact on a student’s 

own learning and on the learning of others.  Latecomers often disrupt the class just as the teacher is trying to set the scene for the   

lesson.  Please can parents and caregivers ensure that students arrive on time at the start of the day.  Students should arrive no later 

than 8:40 am every day except Tuesdays when they should arrive by 9:20 am.  This means that they can be ready for lessons to start 

promptly. 

It is important that we know where students are during the school day.  Therefore, it is vital that if students leave the school grounds, 

they sign out at the Student Centre.  If students are ill they should go to the Student Centre where the staff will contact parents or care-

givers and arrange for them to be picked up.  If students have medical or other appointments during the day please can parents or 

caregivers phone in advance and let us know; you can always leave a message on the afterhours answering service.  Again, students 

leaving for appointments must always sign out, and then on their return, they should go to the Student Centre and sign back in. 

Students who sign out are given a signed pass to prove that they have permission to be out of school.  The police will often challenge 

students they see out and about during the school day and the pass makes things a lot easier for everyone involved. 

YEAR 13 ATTENDANCE 
Year 13 students are given certain privileges.  Firstly, they have the privilege of going off site at lunchtimes.  If they have a study period 

at the start of the day, Year 13 students may arrive in time for Admin or Period 2 on a Tuesday.  Likewise, if they have a study period at 

the end of the day they are permitted to leave early.  However, they should be in school at all other times, including interval, and need 

to sign out if they have to leave for any reason. 

WINTER UNIFORM 
Winter is coming and the temperatures have started dropping.  Students have the option of wearing the school V-neck jumper, the 

school jacket and a plain black beanie.  They may also wear plain, short sleeved thermals under their school shirt or blouse.  Students 

wearing non-uniform items such as hoodies, will be asked to remove them. 

 

Gowan Ditchburn (Acting Principal) 

 

Board of Trustees Meetings 2019 
(Meeting at 5.30pm in the Boardroom) 

Monday 10 June 

Monday 12 August 

Monday 9 September 

Monday 21 October 

Monday 18 November 

Monday 9 December  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Chair) peter.attwood001@gmail.com   

Phillippa Buchanan (Dep Chair) phillyeb70@gmail.com 

Gowan Ditchburn (Acting Pr.) di@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Megan Lamont (Parent Rep) megan@lamontbuilders.co.nz 

Gareth Manning (Parent Rep) gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Dick Parsons (Co-opted) dick.parsons@gmail.com 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Parent Rep) colin@webb.co.nz 



WAIUKU COLLEGE BOARD OF      
TRUSTEES’ ELECTION 
 

Nominations are invited for the election of 5 parent represent-
tatives to the Board of Trustees. 

A nomination form and a notice calling for nominations has 
been posted to all eligible voters.  Additional nomination 
forms can be obtained from the school office. 

You can nominate another person to stand as a candidate, or 
you can nominate yourself. Both parts of the form must be 
signed. 

Nominations close at noon on 24 May 2019 and may be     
accompanied by a signed candidate statement and photo-
graph. 

The voting roll is open for inspection at the school and can be 
viewed during normal school hours. 

There will also be a list of candidates’ names as they come to 
hand, for inspection at the school office. 

Voting closes at noon on 7 June 2019. 

B Perry 
Returning Officer 

 

 

RETURN OF TROPHIES 
It would be greatly appreciated if students 
could return any trophies awarded last year to 
the College office as soon as possible.  This will 
assist us in the preparation for this year’s prize-
givings.  Many thanks in advance. 
 
 

CULTURAL WEEK 2019 
Cultural Week will be taking place in Week 7 this term.  This is 
a week where Waiuku College celebrates the diversity of    
cultures at the college through the arts.  There will be various 
cultural performances and workshops happening through the 
week, as well as the Prefects Colour Run and Wearable Arts.  

 

 

 

WAIUKU COLLEGE ART TRIP TO ITALY 2020 

 
Waiuku College will be hosting a trip to Italy in September 
2020. The group will visit Rome for four nights, Florence for 
five nights and Venice for three nights and will be visiting: 

Rome:  Vatican Museum including the Sistine Chapel - Visit to 
St Peter's Basilica -  National Gallery of Modern Art – The   
Coliseum and Roman Forum - Pantheon - Borghese Gallery –  

Florence:  Accademia - Brancacci Chapel - San Marco museum 
- Medici Chapels - Uffizi Gallery 

Venice - Peggy Guggenheim museum - St Mark's Basilica 

The cost of the trip will include flights, accommodation, inter-
nal travel, food and insurances. 

This trip has been designed specifically for Waiuku College by 
Travel to Learn, http://www.travel2learn.co.nz/    

Any students interested in attending this trip need to register 
their interest with Mr Kew in the Art Department.  There will 
be a presentation to students and interested parents in two 
weeks’ time at a date to be confirmed.  

 

WEARABLE ART 2019 
This year’s categories are Under The Sea, Kiwiana or Recycling. 

Students can enter individually or with a group. Entry forms 

from Mrs Cook in C Block. House points and prizes up for 

grabs. Look out for registration info for the various events in 

the daily 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.travel2learn.co.nz/


2019 CHINA TRIP - a Journey of Art and Culture 
This provided an authentic learning opportunity for students taking Chinese and those who were interested in making some   
connections to their heritage (NZ born Chinese students). 

The trip included sight-seeing in Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai and visits to two public and one private school in Beijing.  This was a 
charity event (with media coverage) and the money was donated in our name by De Fei Education to Chinese Children ’s Relief 
Foundation.  Our students performed at the event, shared NZ culture and had the opportunity to be interviewed on TV.  The 
event was also published in local papers. 

Students thoroughly enjoyed both sight-seeing and school visits.  At schools, they participated in classes such as Science, Art, 
English, Electronics, Geography, PE and Calligraphy.  We were warmly welcomed at schools and our students were showered 
with gifts and have made many new friends, who they are still in contact with.  Through their new friends, our students have 
learnt to appreciate another culture and      language more. 

Through sight-seeing, students have learnt more about the history of China and its current technological advancements.  Upon 
returning to NZ, they have continued to ask many   questions regarding some major events that have happened in China.  Some 
even went on to do their own research and we have been having very good discussions in class around these events.  

We thank De Fei Education, Whanau for organizing fund-raising activities, Waiuku College Board for approval of the trip, Mr 
Vanderlaan for his support and Waiora Minhinnick for teaching us the waiata that we performed. 

 

 



2019 KAPA HAKA VIETNAM TRIP 

Nine students, a 7 year old mokopuna, Whaea Tawi (kuia), Matua Selwyn, Whaea Piki and Whaea Lorraine travelled to Vietnam 
in April. 

We stayed in three, mostly 4-star hotels which were very pleasant, clean and comfortable with an array of food choices for 
breakfasts, and lunches and dinners were eaten at different restaurants each time, some fancy and all providing us with plenty of 
delicious food. 

Our Guide had a wealth of knowledge and information about everything we saw and interacted with students and adults alike in 
a professional manner. 

Our itinerary was packed full of wonderful surprises starting with a 1 hour cyclo tour of the French inspired “old quarter” passing 
boutiques and amazing contemporary art galleries, followed by a performance by Water Puppets. 

Halong Bay was simply amazing with stunning surreal scenes of limestone karst formations, they call it the Jewel in the Crown of 
Vietnam.  This place was voted one of the New 7 Wonders of Nature in 2011.  On this cruise we experienced kayaking in the   
hidden bay around the Bo Nau Island, had delectable meals, a very peaceful sleep on board and tai chi the next morning. 

We learnt a lot about the Vietnamese way of farming vegetables, and students actually had fun taking part in preparing the soil, 
planting and watering.  We then cycled down to another part of the farm where we were allowed to ride the water buffalo,     
followed by a cooking demonstration and we made scrumptious spring rolls.  

We visited the oldest Pagoda in Hanoi, the Temple of Literature—originally built as a temple to Confucius, the famous Hoa Loa 
Prison Museum known as the Hanoi Hilton.  Then we boarded a Dragon Boat on the romantic Perfume River sailing past many 
ancient tombs.  Next was the charming Lady Pagoda—symbol of Buddhism in Vietnam, then on to King Tu Duc’s Tomb.  We    
explored the Imperia Citadel where the Nguyen Dynasty ruled between 1802 and 1945, visited the Hue Royal Fine Art Museum 
housed within the former Dien Long An Royal Palace. 

We tried our hand at traditional fishing techniques using round cast nets, learnt how to paddle the strange and unique             
Vietnamese bamboo basket boats—everyone loved these. 

We attended the Red Bridge Cooking School making some of Hanoi’s well-known dishes and all the food we cooked from these 
tasty recipes, we had for our dinner.  We noticed that their lovely sharp knives were NZ-made and the butter also came from NZ. 

High on the ‘like’ list was Dam Sen Water Theme Park where we spent the whole afternoon cooling off in the many different 
pools, and had fun on the slides, tubes and flying fox. 

On our way to the Cu Chi Tunnels, otherwise known as the ‘Iron Triangle’, we drove past rubber plantations and rice paddies.  We 
explored the maze of tunnels and on display were mantraps, remains of an American tank and numerous bomb craters made by 
500lb bombs dropped by B52 bombers. 

We visited the Notre Dame Cathedral and an old Post Office built in 1877 and 1883—classic French colonial architecture.  We 
climbed 900 steps to view the spectacular Jesus Statue situated on Nho Mount.  The statue is 32 metres high with an 18.3 metre 
arm span.  We also saw the Lying Buddha Pagoda—a Buddha made of marble, 12 metres long and built in 1969. 

Our visit to Nui Dat Task Force Base and Long Tan Cross Memorial were quite emotional for many of our group.  Matua Selwyn 
took the ANZAC service at Nui Dat (ANZAC’s base) and a local guide performed a service at the Memorial Cross where we got to 
lay red roses and a bunch of flowers. 

This fantastic tour of Vietnam ended with a fabulous farewell dinner cruise on the Saigon River. 

To sum up this trip, here are some one-word answers from each of our travelers:  Oi-choi-oi, exciting, eye-opening, fantastic, 
fabulous, the best, magnificent, wonderful, majestical, amazing, awesome, tu meke, up-lifting, splendid.  So obviously, everyone 
had a great time! 
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CROSS COUNTRY 
We had great participation at this year’s Cross Country—397 
students ran the course, plus many teachers. 

Results were: 
Senior Boys:    1st   Theo Crawford—Totara 
       2nd  Michael Cunningham—Matai 
       3rd  Nathan Browne—Rimu 
Senior Girls:    1st   Frances Good—Rimu 
       2nd  Imogen Wright—Kauri 
       3rd   Tara Lipscombe—Matai 
Intermediate Boys: 1st   Logan Kempthorne—Totara 
       2nd  Darie Torpey—Matai 
       3rd   Khonor Brown-Heather—Rimu 
Intermediate Girls:  1st   Zoe Lund—Kauri 
       2nd  Olivia Hopping—Kauri 
       3rd   Nicole Kempthorne—Rimu 
Junior Boys:    1st   Hamish Rowe—Kauri 
       2nd  Dre Shelley—Kauri 
       3rd   Flynn Curry—Kauri 
Junior Girls:    1st   Jordyn Hobman—Rimu 
       2nd  Beanie Rattrie—Rimu 
       3rd   Peta Knowles—Matai 
Participation Points: 

1st   Rimu with 109  

2nd  Matai with 95  

3rd   Totara with 94  

4th  Kauri with 81  

   

 
 
 

New Zealand’s best loved and highest rating kids TV 
series is beaming live to the nation for the first time in 
history from Waiuku Primary School on Sunday 23rd 
June, 8 am-10 am. 
Each Sunday, we aim to truly celebrate the folks and unique   
culture of a different locale. To make this fantastic new road 
show work, we need local talent! And we need it fast!  

It’s your town’s time to bask in the national spotlight, so it’s 
only fair that you have a strong say in who stars in it. I look  
forward to your suggestions!  

TARGET YOUR TEACHER!  
Please let me know asap which zany, fabulous teacher you are 
nominating for this very popular segment! I need to film them 
at home soonest. Then on the day they need to be up for a      
gungeing - by their class! I need their name, mobile and email 
address so I can interview them in advance.  

CLAY TARGET SHOOTING TEAM      
Our second competition which was held in April was hosted by 
Hauraki Plains College at the Thames Gun Club.  A well-run 
event with 123 shooters competing from around the Auckland 
and Waikato regions. 

The Open Team of Matty Groot, Dylan Burns, Jack Thomas, 
Luke Cathcart and Kiel Bell-Tipene managed to secure third 
place behind Putaruru College and John Paul College from   
Rotorua.  The Girls Team of Chloe Thompson and Aimee Clarke 
once again placed second behind the strong Hauraki Plains 
Team of sisters Lauryn and Katrina Bond.  Chloe also took out 
fourth place in the Girls Individual section. 

Last week the team headed to Taupo, spending a night at the 
Holiday Resort Park before shooting the following day.  A great 
team bonding exercise for the 17 shooters and 24 adult crew 
that attended. 

A beautiful warm, sunny day with no wind provided perfect 
conditions for the 210 students who travelled from near and 
far to compete.  The Girls Team of Chloe and Aimee placed 
second again behind Hauraki Plains, and Chloe once again just 
out of the top three placings, finishing a close fourth in the 
Girls Individual section.  It was Jack Thomas who managed to 
secure second place and a silver medal in the Junior Section 
shooting 94\100, great for a second year shooter.  I’m sure we 
will hear more of Jack through the year. 

We had some personal bests within the Team, especially from 
a few of our new first year shooters, which was very impres-
sive.  Hayden Coe shot 90\100, not far off the older shooters, 
and Tom Thomas who was amazing in the Points Score event 
shooting 71\75, were just a couple to mention. 

 
 

 
LOCAL CELEBRITY HERO - LIVE GUEST (youth or adult)  
Every week we feature a home-grown hero. Ideally someone 
who was born and raised locally, or – at the very least – a ce-
lebrity who went to school in the area or just a high profile 
someone who holds your town dear to this day.  
Last year we starred everyone from Warriors Captain Roger   
Tuivasa-Sheck & brother Johnny, David Tua, members of the 
Black Ferns, Silver Ferns, Tall Blacks, All Blacks, hip hop star 
Kings, Ruben Wiki, PM Jacinda Ardern… You name it.  
Who do you think I should be chasing for this segment for your 
town? The celeb does not have to be an older established 
name. It could be a fantastic young person who is very much a 
big star in the making.  

LOCAL CELEBRITY HERO - MOBILE PHONE SHOUT OUT FROM 
AFAR  
Do you have any inspirational celebs, born and bred in your 
area, whom you think I should be contacting for a remote VIP 
shout-out on your show?  

LIVE STAGE ACTS X 3 (Can be kids, teens or adults)  
Every week we have THREE different live stage performances, 
starring top local talent. For this category they can be aged    
between 12-40. The bottom line is that they have the ability to 
get our sleepy Sunday morning crowd on their feet! Could be 
singers, musicians, dancers of any genre, cultural groups, mag-
ic acts, gymnasts, cheerleaders, trick cyclists, animal acts. The 
acts ideally must come from your neck of the woods.  

ADDITIONAL TALENT?  
If there are any stand-out kids or adults at your school or in 
your community you think we should be celebrating on our 
show in some way, shape, or form, then I'd love to hear about 
them! 



wanted 
Ice Cream Containers   

Please drop at College office 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College 

Second-hand uniform 
We would very much appreciate any second-hand  
uniform items that you no longer require.  We are 
especially short of girl’s skirts.     

SICKNESS AT SCHOOL 
We are experiencing an increased number of parents  
turning up at school to pick up sick students, and often the 
Main Office is not aware of the situation.  We ask that  
parents reiterate the following procedure: 

If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send them to 
the Student Centre where a call home will be made.   

During interval or lunchtime students can go straight to 
the Student Centre.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auckland (23-25 May), Hamilton (9-10 June), Wellington (21-22 June) 
With awesome jobs, training and education information and loads of 
great careers ideas, there's something for everyone – not to mention 
free stuff and prizes! These expos are bigger and better than ever, so 
make sure you get to one near you.  

2 Hour Race Track Run at Hampton Downs 
Hampton Downs and John Walker’s Find Your Field of Dreams 
Foundation have teamed up to host the 2 Hour Race Track 
Run, a unique new charity running event to be held at   
Hampton Downs Motorsport Park on Sunday, June 9.Schools, 
sports clubs and individuals from all walks of life will be partici-
pating. You’ll even find the Hampton Downs team on the track, 
so register today and be in to win some cool prizes. There are 
performance prize and spot prizes up for grabs. Be in to win!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The event is open to runners and walkers of all ages and fitness 
levels and the event will raise awareness and funds for the 
charity of legendary Olympian John Walker. The John Walker 
Find Your Field of Dreams Foundation is a not for profit chari-
table trust, aimed at encouraging young people to pursue a 
more active lifestyle through sport and physical recreation. 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege
https://hamptondowns.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45f550f32169a438481f77d0d&id=3c38100f48&e=308e8b7c6f
https://hamptondowns.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=45f550f32169a438481f77d0d&id=3c38100f48&e=308e8b7c6f


A REMINDER TO PLEASE LABEL YOUR CHILD’S 
UNIFORM ITEMS 

We often have uniform items handed in unnamed, which 
means they cannot be handed back to their owner.  


