
   E kore au e ngaro, he kākano I ruia mai I Rāngiatea 

   I will never be lost, for I am the seed of Rangiatea 
 

   Kia pai tōu tātou Matariki  

   Happy Matariki to All 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION 
As I mentioned in the last newsletter we are in the process of consulting around the school’s values and 
the Graduate and Teacher profiles. On 6th June a meeting was held for parents to share their thoughts 
about the values that should guide the school and around what a Waiuku College Graduate and Teacher 
should look like. Thank you to the parents who came out on what was a cold and wet evening. I would 
also like to thank the staff who attended and the students who came along to help with the sausage 
sizzle.  
We understand that it isn’t possible for every parent to attend meetings after school, so we have 
emailed out a link to an online questionnaire where you can have your say and be part of the conver-
sation. The survey closes on 24th June. 

MID-YEAR REPORTS 
Senior mid-year reports will be emailed to parents on Friday 14th June. Junior mid-year reports will be 
emailed out on Friday 5th July. The mid-year reports include assessment grades only and do not include 
teacher comments. If you have any questions about how your student is going please email the subject 
teachers concerned. All students have access to their teachers’ email addresses via the school Outlook 
email system. 

SUPPORTING THOSE WHO SUPPORT US 
At the end of last year, the local branch of Mike Pero Mortgages sponsored our sports programme to 
the tune of $3,000. This generous donation was made possible thanks to the manager, Sherilyn Fretton. 
You can find Sherilyn’s contact details in her advert which appears later in this newsletter.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES NEWS 
The current Board met for the last time on Monday 10th June and I would like to take this opportunity 
to acknowledge the hard work and dedication of Megan Lamont and Dick Parsons who are standing 
down from the Board. Both Megan and Dick have served on our Board for more than five years and we 
have benefited greatly from their insight and wisdom. 
The new Board will meet for the first time on Monday 12th August when they will welcome James 
Lochead-MacMillan as a new parent representative. 

SCIENCE FAIR 
One of the highlights of Term 2, if not the year, is the annual Science Fair for students in Years 9 and 10. 
I am always amazed at the curiosity and ingenuity displayed by our students. See Mr Johnson’s report 
for details of this year’s finalists. 

RYDA ROAD SAFETY DAY WEDNESDAY 26TH JUNE 
Thanks to the generosity of Rotary and New Zealand Steel all Year 12 students will be taking part in a 
day of workshops around driver safety. The school is keen to do everything they can to help our young 
people become safe drivers. As a school we have lost too many students and former students on our 
roads. 

 

TERM 2 2019 

Careers Expo 
20 June 

School Ball 
29 June 

End of Term 2 
5 July 

Start of Term 3 
22 July 

 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also 
available on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Gowan Ditchburn 

Acting Principal 
Nga mihi mahana kia koutou 

Warm greetings to you all 



SCHOOL SPORT 
Term 2 is always a great time to get out and watch our young people participate in a range sports. Win or lose, it’s always a pleasure 
to see students participating in and enjoying sport. Sport is a great way to learn important life skills like self-discipline, team work, 
communication and resilience. It goes without saying that we are indebted to the staff and parents who manage and coach our 
teams, and to Judith Coe our Director of Sport. 

FRANKLIN CAREERS EXPO THURSDAY 20TH JUNE 
The annual Franklin Careers Expo is taking place at the Pukekohe Indian Association hall on Thursday night. This is a great oppor-
tunity for young people in our community to meet with a range of training and tertiary education providers and to learn about      
possible future career pathways. The expo, which is a joint venture between Waiuku College, Tuakau College, Onewhero Area School 
and Pukekohe High School, is a massive undertaking. It is organised by members of the Careers teams from the different schools. I 
would like to acknowledge Michelle Wilson and Antoinette Walters who have put many hours into the expo over the past three 
years. Michelle is currently on leave so Antoinette is being assisted by Rebecca Hardie who has joined us as Gateway Co-ordinator. 

NCEA CHANGE PACKAGE 
As you probably know, the Ministry of Education has been undertaking a review of NCEA. You may also be aware of some of the   
controversy that the review generated. If you read the New Zealand Herald you will have seen arguments for and against the        
proposed changes. The Ministry has now published its findings in the form of seven key changes that are going to be implemented 
over the next few years. A summary follows. 
1.    Make NCEA More Accessible 

 End NCEA and Scholarship exam fees 
 Design Achievement Standards that are accessible to all learners 
 Increase the availability of Special Assessment Conditions (SAC) 
 Simplify the SAC application process 

2.     Mana Ōrite Mo Te Mātauranga Māori 
 Integrate te ao Māori (Māori world view) into the NCEA graduate profile and the design of Achievement Standards 
 Ensure equal support for ākonga Māori (Māori students) in all schools and equal status for mātauranga Māori (Māori 

knowledge and understanding) 
 Develop more Achievement Standards to ensure that mātauranga Māori is acknowledged  
 Develop new teaching guides and assessment resources for mātauranga Māori 
 Ensuring that, where possible and appropriate, te ao Māori and mātauranga Māori are built into achievement standards for 

use in English and Māori medium schools 
3.     Strengthen Literacy And Numeracy Requirements 

 Develop new literacy and numeracy standards 
 The new literacy and numeracy requirement will be a co-requisite to NCEA (i.e. students will need to achieve the standards 

as well the required number of credits to gain NCEA) 
 Students may be able to meet the new standards as early as Year 7 
 The credits will not be count towards the 60 required for NCEA L1 – 3 
 The standards will be externally assessed to reduce teacher workload and to guarantee credibility. 

4.     Have Fewer, Larger Standards 
 Have few standards in each subject that cover a broader range of knowledge 
 Have a 50:50 balance between internally and externally assessed standards 
 Integrate different sources of knowledge from the National Curriculum into Achievement and Unit Standards 
 Strengthen industry derived standards and develop high quality vocational learning packages 
 Introduce  Achieved level course endorsement 

5.     Simplify NCEA’s Structure 
 End the carrying over of credits 
 Make 60 the required number of credits at each level 
 Clear guidance that the number of credits students should be entered for at L1 and L2 is 120 and at L3 is 100. 
 Only allow resubmissions that take a grade from Not Achieved to Achieved. 

6.     Show Clearer Pathways To Further Education And Employment 
 Create graduate profiles for each level of NCEA 
 Develop a Vocational Entrance Award for students to directly enter higher level vocational courses. 
 Refine the Record of Achievement to be clearer 

7.     Keep NCEA Level 1 As An Optional Level 
 Allow schools the freedom to choose whether to deliver NCEA Level 1 or not. 
 

Most of these changes will be rolled out over the next few years but the removal of NCEA and Scholarship fees has already been  
introduced.  For more information go to www.conversation.education.govt.nz. 
 
 
Gowan Ditchburn, Acting Principal 

http://www.conversation.education.govt.nz


NZQA News 

(a) On 13 May, the Minister of Education announced that NCEA fees will no longer be charged for participating in NCEA and New 
Zealand Scholarship, with funding instead to be provided directly to NZQA by Government.   

 The removal of NCEA and New Zealand Scholarship fees is effective immediately and applies to all domestic students enrolled at 
a secondary school participating in NCEA or New Zealand Scholarship.  International students will still be required to pay NCEA 
fees. 

 This means that invoices will not be sent out to domestic NCEA students for 2019. 

(b)   The NCEA and New Zealand Scholarship exam timetable is available on the NZQA website, https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-
exams-and-portfolios/external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/ 

 Please note the following: 

 The Level 1 external algebra exam, 91027 is Tuesday 17th September 

 All other externals begin on Friday 8th November and finish Tuesday 3rd December 

 These dates are set by NZQA.  There are no possibilities of sitting the exam at any other time.  It is important that family holidays 
do not occur during the examination periods. 

Any questions, please e-mail Mrs Everitt, ev@waiuku-college.school.nz 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION RESULTS 

Declaration of Parent Election 

At the close of nominations, as the number of valid nominations 
was equal to the number of vacancies required to be filled, I 
hereby declare the following duly elected: 

Peter ATTWOOD 

Phillippa BUCHANAN 

James LOCHEAD-MacMILLAN 

Gareth MANNING 

Colin WEBB 

Brian Perry 
Returning Officer 

 

 

MENTAL HEALTH FOUNDATION OF NZ 

A message of thanks 

Thanks so much for donating to us and we are touched to hear 
Waiuku College supported this years Pink Shirt Day!   

A huge thanks to all of you for supporting Pink Shirt Day by 
standing up to bullying and spreading aroha, kindness and cele-
brating diversity in Aotearoa.  We appreciate your mahi for 
putting your Pink Shirt Day fundraising together and for kindly 
donating the koha to us.  

TEACHER STRIKES 
The PPTA Union has been in negotiations with the Government 
for over a year.  Whilst there has been some movement with 
the negotiating team, the one issue that has made little or no 
satisfactory progress for members is the issue of teacher work-
load.   

The government’s position is that workload will ‘sort itself’ after 
the NCEA and Tomorrow’s School’s review processes are com-
plete.  It is the position of the union that workload needs to be 
enumerated in our collective agreement, or there will be no 
reduction of workload.  We feel that, even if the review is imple-
mented, there is no guarantee that it will survive successive 
governments, nor will it guarantee the rights of the employee 
who is over-burdened.   

The profession is under stress and there are very few  applicants 
for teacher training.  We also have a shortage of teachers in 
Technology at Waiuku College.   

This workload issues affects our ability to develop a meaningful 
learning relationship with your child.  Motivating, encouraging, 
providing pastoral care, engaging in restorative chats, are just a 
few tools we use to lift your child up to be the best academic 
outcomes possible.   

I am asking you - the community of Waiuku and Franklin District 
- to stand with us and alongside us, while we fight for the rights 
of your child and the teachers who engage your children in an 
education.   

As Branch Chair of the PPTA at Waiuku College I strongly en-
dorse industrial action, unless the workload issues are enumer-
ated in our collective agreement.   

Tony Nelson 
Business Studies and Mathematics 

PPTA Branch Chair & Secretary 
PPTA Counties-Manukau Regional Men’s Representative 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/
mailto:ev@waiuku-college.school.nz


Science Fair Waiuku College 2019 
Last week the culmination of many students hard work paid off with the annual Waiuku College Science Fair and prize-giving.  This year 
the students were able to choose between a Scientific Investigation or a Technological solution.  The standard of students work this 
year was outstanding.  It showcased the many talents that our students’ at Waiuku College have.  Our finalists are listed below along 
with a list of students who made the finalist for the Franklin Regional Science Fair.   
A big congratulations to everyone involved! 
 

Year 9 Science Investigations Final Results: 
Place Name      Project Name     
1st Holly Millet & Mariska Capper  Fizzy drinks vs our teeth 
2nd  McKayla Moody    Alkaline diet 
3rd Newrea Yong     Care for some acid? 
4th Shaelah Beveridge    Mouldy bread 
5th Phoenix Karup & Kaiarn Jimenez  What pain killer works best? 

 
Year 9 Technological Device Final Results: 
Place Name      Project Name 
1st Morgan Haycock    Bottle vacuum 
2nd Logan Delluta     Making a power bank 
3rd Jack Monteith    The science of smoking meat & fish 
4th Nathan Stenhouse    Remote control lawnmower 
5th Dylan Baird     Recycled Drum 
 

Year 10 Science Investigations Final Results: 
Place Name      Project Name 
1st  Millie Thompson    Green Screen 
2nd Erica Webb & Isabella Hodgson  Whoops, I spilt my coffee 
3rd Beanie Rattrie    How salty is the sea? 
4th Jordyn Hobman & Anri Kortenhoeven Reuse Bag 
5th Al Buksh & Joseph Edmonds  Juiciness of steak 
   

Year 10 Technological Device Final Results: 
Place Name      Project Name 
1st Lulu Cleave     The Quadruple Cut—Wood Splitter 
 

Franklin District Science Fair Finalists Results were: 
Year 9 
Place    Name    Project Name 
1st     Morgan Haycock  Yr 9 Technological Device 

3rd    Logan Delluta   Yr 9 Technological Device 

Highly Commended  Dylan Baird   Yr 9 Technological Device 

2nd    McKayla Moody  Yr 9 Science Investigation 

Year 10 
2nd    Lulu Cleave   Yr 10 Technological Device 

Highly Commended  Jordyn Hobman  Yr 10 Technological Device 

Highly Commended  Anri Kortenhoeven  Yr 10 Technological Device 

3rd    Charlotte Morris  Yr 10 Science Investigation  

 

Congratulations to all our finalists! 

 

 

 



Franklin Schools Careers Expo 

 

 

 

 

Leading on from the success of last year’s Franklin Schools Careers Expo, we are again pleased to be apart of hosting this event, and 
we encourage ALL our senior, and Junior students to attend. 

This is a great event to start looking at your future pathway, or to start to consider what subjects you may need to select next year to 
help with your career. 

The EXPO runs from 5.30pm – 8.00pm, with over 65 different organisations there to help with all your questions or to just give you 
some advice. These range from, but are not limited to: further education, apprenticeships, short courses, student travel plus many 
many more. 

We have a free bus departing from Waiuku College at 5.30pm and returning to school at 7.30pm. This is available to students, family 
and friends. Please see the careers dept and sign up if you wish to take the bus so it doesn’t leave without you, or you can make your 
own way over…there is plenty of parking. 



SPORT 
                                      

  

 

Tough Guy 

Tough Gal 

Event 

 

 

 

On Monday 10th June, 45 year 12 and 13 PE students travelled 
to Hamilton to compete in the Tough Guy, Tough Gal event as 
part of their 2.4/3.4 practical standard.  The day was a terrific 
one with all students doing well and completing the course in 
good times.   

Congratulations to Frances Good who won the 6km overall, 
Miss Belworthy 1st teacher overall and our school gaining 2nd 
top boys team and 3rd top girls team overall.  Results and 
grades for the event will be available in about 2 weeks. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

MINI STOCK ROOKIE OF THE YEAR 
Congratulations to Greg Capper of Waiuku College who has 
come away from his first mini stock season, with many wins 
under his belt.   
At the end of the season Greg is the WSSCC Mini Stock Rookie 
of the year, 10th in CTRA NZ Champs, Waiuku Dirt Track Club 
Driver of the Year with 3rd place for Overall Points, North vs 
South Ministock Juniors 3rd placing, Huntly 2nd place in Pairs, 
Rangeview Speedway 20 Lapper winner and Competitor of the 
Night at Huntly. 
“It’s all about doing your best and having fun,” said Greg.   
The new season is approaching and Greg’s goal is to win more 
races.  Greg won 11 races this year and his plan is to carry on       
improving. 

 
 

 
 



School Term Time 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 2019 

Daily - 8.30am to 9.30am, and 

Mon, Tue, Thu & Fri - 1.30pm to 2.10pm 

Wed - 12.35pm to 1.20pm 

wanted 
Ice Cream Containers   

Please drop at College office 

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays 
                                                            

 Note  The Internet is available each day 
  during lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

A REMINDER TO PLEASE LABEL YOUR 
CHILD’S UNIFORM ITEMS 

Second-hand uniform 
We would very much appreciate any second-
hand  uniform items that you no longer        
require.   
Please drop off at the Office 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College 

Board of Trustees Meetings 2019 
(Meeting at 5.30pm in the Boardroom) 

Monday 12 August 

Monday 9 September 

Monday 21 October 

Monday 18 November 

Monday 9 December  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Chair) peter.attwood001@gmail.com   

Phillippa Buchanan (Dep Chair) phillyeb70@gmail.com 

Gowan Ditchburn (Acting Pr.) di@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

James Lochead-MacMillan (Parent Rep) truffles8@hotmail.com  

Gareth Manning (Parent Rep) gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Parent Rep) colin@webb.co.nz 

SICKNESS AT SCHOOL 
We are experiencing an increased number of parents  
turning up at school to pick up sick students, and often the 
Main Office is not aware of the situation.  We ask that  
parents reiterate the following procedure: 

If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send them to 
the Student Centre where a call home will be made.   

During interval or lunchtime students can go straight to 
the Student Centre.   

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege



