
Yet another busy term is coming to a close and there’s so much to look back on.  The highlight of the 
term for many of our senior students will have been the School Ball. The ball was a wonderful event and 
our thanks go to the Ball Committee and everyone else who helped to make it such a success. 

The arts have been front and centre this term.  Our team won the Waikato round of Show Quest with a 
powerful and emotional tribute to former student Ruby-Jean Steele. They also won awards for choreog-
raphy, costume, lighting, participation and tikanga.  If you visit our Facebook page you can watch a   
recording of the performance.  We have also had several wonderful musical performances at             
assemblies this term, including Dylan Maxwell performing a Jimi Hendrix number with his teeth! 

As always, Term 2 has seen a great deal of action on the sports field.  As I write, our top two netball 
teams, Silver and Gold, are in Australia, competing at an international tournament in Melbourne.  Gold 
are through to the semi-finals, a first for a Waiuku College team as far as we can remember.  Such 
events cannot happen without the dedication of coaches, managers and supporters and our thanks go 
to Hannah Kimber, Sue Capes, Nicky Lipscombe and Kym Cooper. 

Another regular fixture on the Term 2 calendar is Cultural Week.  This year we had a range of perfor-
mances and workshops culminating in the annual Wearable Arts competition.  Organising such an event 
is a major undertaking and we are indebted to Leonie Cook, our Arts Co-ordinator, who did a wonderful 
job bringing everything together.  (see photo page further on) 

This term also saw teachers taking industrial action over their claim for improved pay and conditions. 
The government came back with an improved offer that was accepted by members of the PPTA.  How-
ever, there is widespread recognition that, whilst the settlement provides improved remuneration for 
teachers at the top of the pay scale, it has done little to address the issues of recruitment and retention. 
Teaching is a rewarding career, however, why would our best and brightest choose it over other path-
ways that offer better pay and conditions?  The government and the teaching unions have agreed to 
work together to find ways to reduce teachers’ workloads, but until we make teaching a first choice 
profession for university graduates we will not be able to tackle the staffing crisis. 

Today, we are farewelling two members of staff, Mr Ron Allnatt and Mr Mark Te Hira.  Ron has been 
with us for ten years.  He started as a reliever and became a permanent fixture filling various roles,  
especially in the Technology department.  He was also a guitar tutor who shared his passion for music 
with staff and students alike.  Mark has been the Services Academy instructor where he has combined 
his quiet manner and military experience to great effect.  We wish Ron and Mark all the very best for 
the future. 

In their place, we are welcoming back Mr Victor Fryer and Mr Karl Neilsen.  Victor, who has returned 
after two years teaching in China, will be taking over from Mr Allnatt, and Karl will be replacing Mr Te 
Hira. 

We are also saying goodbye, for now, to Ms Sophie Knight who is going on maternity leave.  We wish 
Sophie all the very best and we look forward to seeing her and her little one in the not too distant    
future. 

This term has flown by and it won’t be long before Mr Vanderlaan is back from his overseas travels, 
ready to resume his role as Principal. 

I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday. 

 
Gowan Ditchburn 
Acting Principal 
 

 

  

TERM 3 2019 

Option Information Evening 
Thursday 25 July 

Academic Counselling Inter-
views (Yr 9-12) School closed 
Thursday 8 August 

Board Meeting 
Monday 12 August 

Academic Week 
12-16 August 

Senior Exams 
19-23 August 

Tournament Week 
2-6 September 

Canteen Carnival 
Wednesday 11 September 

Po Whakanuia (evening) 
Wednesday 18 September  

Haka Competition 
Thursday 26 September 

Term 3 Ends 
Friday 27 September 

 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also 
available on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Gowan Ditchburn 

Acting Principal 

Nga mihi mahana kia koutou 

Warm greetings to you all 



PRIDE WEEK 
On Friday 28th June the PSSP team celebrated pride month by holding a bake sale to raise money for Rainbow Youth.  Not only did we 
have lots of sweet treats, but there was a competition to win some free baking by answering questions about the origins of pride month. 

The PSSP team members did an 
amazing job organising the event 
and were able to raise over $460 
for Rainbow Youth.   

PSSP members:  
Shameel Mohammed, Cindy  
Nguyen, Faith Jepson, Staciann 
Chambers-Coll, Aimee Te Kanawa, 
Jorja Loosemore.  Absent: Majenta 
Grant.       

Volunteers: Shardia Keen,  Jasmine 
Li and Logan Speedy. 

Other Burger creations: 

Lauren, Holly and Jordie 
with their sushi burger 
creation  

 

 

 

Shanti with her teams Mana burger 
made from Fried bread  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COFFEE ART 
These are a couple of examples of coffee art produced by Alex 
Wrigley and Kyle Ebelthite who have become competent 
barista’s over the work they have done in term 2. 

HAMBURGER COMPETITION 
Year 1O Food technology classes have recently finished their 
half year option round.  The grand finale of the course is a crea-
tive hamburger competition to see who can develop the most 
creative burger that has not been seen before.   

This years winners were the Polo Chilli Burger, closely followed 
by the Mana Burger and Mexican Burger. 

Issy Hodgson with her teams creation 
Polo Chilli Burger winning burger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dessert burger made by 
Keely, Lilli and Taina 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tymon and Cam with their 
Mexican burger 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our very 
serious   
judges!! 
Miss Gribbon 
Mr Hartland 
Ms Rose & 
Mr Perry 

 



SHOWQUEST 
Drama students honour their friend Ruby-Jean Steele who was 
killed in a car accident last year. 

 
 

 

Waiuku College won the top prize at the Hamilton Show Quest 
at Claudelands Arena on 25th June.  This was the eighth re-
gional event of the nationwide performing arts event for 
schools. 

Their performance depicted the theme of dangerous driving, a 
message that was extremely important to them since the loss 
of their friend and fellow performer Ruby-Jean. 

“It rocked our school community.  She was a huge part of our 
stage challenge family.” Latesha said.  “It was also a chance for 
us to get the message out there for other people.  It was sad 
that it took that loss for our community to discuss (safe driv-
ing) more and think about the actions people take, before 
they decide to do something stupid in a car.” 

Teams in the competitive section were judged overall on their 
design, performance, movement and theme.  The judges were 
impressed with the group’s storytelling ability. 

As well as claiming first place, they received awards for cos-
tume, lighting, choreography and the Tikanga Award. 

We are so proud of these students.  Well done! 

The link for the performance is:                                            
https://vimeo.com/344486962/626b7e1995  

 
 

WAIUKU COLLEGE SCIENCE FAIR 
Please note that Year 9 student Blake Wescott was awarded 
4th in Technological Solution at the Waiuku College Science 
Fair.  This is a correction of error from the last newsletter. 

We congratulate all participants for their hard work and look 
forward to next year’s Science Fair. 

 

 

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amnesty International campaigns for justice wherever it has 
been denied, and as our topic in Year 10 Social Studies is on 
Human Rights this term, we embraced this virtue and      
allowed Yr 10AD to arrange their own campaign against  
human rights abuse.  Millie Thompson, Aimee Clarke and 
Yvette McDonald ran a campaign to raise funds for Amnesty 
International, who will fight for human rights in North Korea. 
Unfortunately Yvette was absent on the day Amnesty Inter-
national visited our class. 

Here is what they had to say: “We decided to raise money 
because in Social Studies we have learnt about human rights 
violations around the world and chose to look into North 
Korea.  We sold raffle tickets outside of New World and 
thanks to many kind donations, managed to raise $140.  We 
all enjoyed the experience and loved meeting some of the 
people who work at Amnesty International in person to 
hand over the money on Thursday, 27th June.  These ladies 
from the Auckland branch, Homayra Shafiq and Margaret 
Taylor, came to our class and gave us a talk on their activities 
and campaigns, and we learnt that their main campaign  
issue this year is to tell Iran that kids shouldn’t be on death 
row.” 

 

 
 

GOOD LUCK TO FRANKLIN BASKETBALLERS 
This week some of our students headed off to Melbourne to 
represent Franklin Basketball in a Winter Tournament.  

Good luck to Dylan Muir, Jalen Harper, Dion Watts and Noah 
Bradley.  

Sport 

https://vimeo.com/344486962/626b7e1995


 
NETBALL 
Waiuku Netball centre recently had a Knock Out Tournament in between Round 1 and 2 for the season.   All our teams got into the spir-
it of the day and dressed up and enjoyed the festival of Netball.  

Congratulations to Gold for winning the Premier Grade Knock Out Tournament.  

Col

College Gold 

College Bronze College Brass 

College Blaze 

College Redz College Flames 

College Stars College Platinum 

College Silver 



GOLD AND SILVER TRAVEL TO MELBOURNE TO TAKE 
ON THE AUSTRALIAN NETBALLERS 
Early last Sunday morning our two top teams College Gold and 
College Silver headed overseas to the Waverley Road Netball 
Centre in Melbourne to take part in their Annual Netball Tour-
nament.  The girls have been fundraising and training for this 
tournament for the past 9 months.  

Gold, led by their coach Ms Hannah Kimber and manager Mrs 
Sue Capes, and College Silver, led by Mrs Nicky Lipscombe (in 
there coach Mrs Sheryl Vaughan’s absence ) and manager Mrs 
Kym Cooper.  Thanks to these wonderful ladies for giving their 
time and effort to take these teams to represent us in this tour-
nament.  

We wish the girls all the very best and can’t wait to hear their 
results.  

The team would like to thank everyone who helped make this 
tour possible, all those who helped them with their fundraising 
efforts, the wider community, the Waiuku Netball Centre, and 
especially the coaches and managers for really making this trip 
possible.  

Waiuku College U15 Rugby 

The players, whanau and manage-
ment sincerely thank Dean White 
Electrical, Gary Hunter Plumbing, Nils 
Mcgee Roofing, and Jon Faber and 
Andrew Hannah of Spiral Drilling for          
sponsoring the U15 team.  We also 
thank the Waiuku Rugby Club for 
hosting Friday night fixtures for      
college teams. 

CLAY BIRD SHOOTING TEAM REPORT 

In June the team travelled to Matamata to attend their monthly 
competition.  Unfortunately Matamata only had three traps 
available and with 140+ shooters and a trap malfunction the day 
was even longer day in bitter conditions.  It was the open team 
of Matty Groot, Kiel Bell-Tipene, Jack Thomas, Dylan Burns and 
Luke Cathcart that managed to secure 2nd place behind        
Hamilton Boys 1.  

The Individual competition was over three events which, after a 
consistent shoot, saw Kiel Bell-Tipene receive a 3rd placing in the 
Senior Section and a 1st placing for Jack Thomas in the Junior 
Section.  

The Girls Team of Chloe Thompson and Aimee Clarke placed 2nd 
behind their rivals Hauraki Plains. 

On July 4th the team travelled to the Waikato Gun Club in     
Hamilton to compete at their fifth competition of the year.  A 
very wet, bitter cold day meant extremely tough shooting condi-
tions for all competitors.  

It was our Open Team of Kiel Bell-Tipene Luke Cathcart, Josh 
Baird, Dylan Burns and Jack Thomas who placed 2nd only six 
points behind winners Tauranga Boys College, and eleven points 
ahead of third place Hamilton Boys 1.  

Jack Thomas placed third for the Juniors in the Points Score 
event, alongside his younger brother Tom who produced some 
good shooting for his first year.  
The next competition is on the 8th August at Putaruru where we 
hope to come away with some more great results.  
 

 

Gold 

Silver 



Waiuku Kāhui Ako Term 2 2019 Newsletter     

   July 2019 Update 
Welcome to the July Kāhui Ako update. The purpose of this newsletter is to inform our community about the work our 
Principals, Kāhui Ako leaders and Within School Teachers have been involved in during this term. Each subsequent 
newsletter will     update you on the activities our Kāhui Ako progressively engages in for the benefit of all our       
tamariki. Our vision is working together to grow our learners and community. 

So, what has been happening? 
First, we identified areas that were ‘’on top’ for each of our schools. From there, we consulted the principals, and then all teachers in 
the Kahui Ako community to ensure that the Kahui Ako’s focus was on what is most important for everyone, especially the teachers in 
the classrooms.  Since these consultations, there have been a few actions.  

Each Within School Teacher was asked to identify specific areas of ‘What’s on Top’ under each heading; Hauroa/Well-being, Partner-
ship/Relationships, and Equitable Outcomes at their school, in consultation with the staff.  

From the information from each school, the Across Schools Team has implemented specific focus groups to target the needs of      
teachers. These are: 

 Professional development in taking and analyzing Running Records 

 How to support students with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder 

 Fostering social competence and self-regulation Workshop for new entrant teachers 

 ECE/NE Network Meeting - working on transition statements at the ECE to school transition point 

 

We have also been engaged in: 

 Google classroom PD 

 Local curriculum resource identification and collation 

 Well-being data collated and being thematically analyzed 

Hauora / Well-being: 
This term schools have been completing either the NZCER Wellbeing@School survey, or have adapted questions to survey their          
students. The surveys are nearly all in from our ten schools. Michael Absolum has begun working with the Lead team to analyse student 
survey data. This work will continue early term 3 with a Well-being team made up of Within School Teachers, the Across School     
Teachers and Michael Absolum. We aim to share initial trends and patterns with Principals within the first 3 weeks of Term 3.   

ESOL 
Connections were made between schools re ESOL. 

 Data collection on ELL numbers 

 Shared folder was created to bank resources. 
Wendy Kwan met with Kay Kendall at View Road School. This was to meet and greet ELLs, and to find out more about their learning 
(resource sharing) at the Primary school compared to the College 

GATE 
Initial investigation into GATE within our schools. We are organizing a GATE In-focus meeting to discuss our gifted and talented students 
next term. 

PRT workshop 
In week 9 of term 2 the first PRT In-focus group came together to participate in professional development. The focus was on how to 
take a running record and analyse the results, specifically around decoding strategies. Marlene van der Mer led the PD and shared her 
reading recovery expertise.  

MOE hosted an Auckland Kahui ako wide seminar day  
Across School Teachers and I attended this day. It was interesting to network and share with other Kahui ako leaders. There were some 
great speakers around a number of topics pertinent to teaching and learning. I will share these on our Google site when it comes online. 

 

 



Google Site 
We are currently creating a place where our whole community can access our mahi and share resources for the benefit of our commu-
nity. Tineke Dippenaar and Danielle Johnson are assisting with the site set up. If you feel you can assist, please get in touch with them. 

Within School Teachers 

Danielle Johnson (Aka Aka Primary)   Elaine Kautai (Awhitu Primary) 

Heather Simnor (Glenbrook Primary   Shannon Adamski (Waiuku College) 

Alison O’Regan (Otaua Primary)    Bernadette Corcoran (Waiuku College) 

Jodi Hermond (Pukeoware Primary)   Julie Steele (Sandspit Road School) 

Belinda Gribbon (Waiuku College)    Tineke Dippenaar (Sandspit Road School) 

Wendy Kwan (Waiuku College)    Diane Thompson (Waiuku College) 

Lisa Snook (View Road Primary)    Becky Curd (Waiuku Primary) 

Chris Milne (Waipipi Primary)    Bridget Robins (Waiuku Primary) 

WST SENCO Isla Holt (Waiuku Primary) 

Lead team 
Todd Malcolm (Waiuku College)    Deb Rei (View Road Primary) 

Jess Simons (Glenbrook Primary)    Emma Heaford (Waipipi Primary) 

ECE involvement in our Kāhui Ako  
We now have ten ECE services as part of our Kāhui Ako. Linda Dyer from Little Ants and Lindy Ashurst from Waiuku Kindergarten have 
been attending the Kāhui Ako Principals’ meetings representing our ECE cluster. We held the first ECE/ NE Network meeting this term, 
with the majority of our ECE providers and Primary Schools represented. There is a very positive energy in this group. We are looking 
forward to collaborating more fully together and having a unified transition system in place in the near future.    

In Focus school meetings coming up in Term 3 

 Within School Teacher day at Sandspit on 1st August 

 PRT math meeting 

 ECE/NE meeting 

SENCO area  
The principals’ group decided to use our last Within School Teacher role as a resource in the learning support area of our Kāhui Ako. 
Congratulations to Isla Holt  ( Waiuku Primary ) on being selected for this important role. 
Isla will be working in our school community to help schools with resourcing, paperwork, student testing, identification  and mentoring 
where needed. 

Another chance to see the Strategic Plan for Waiuku Kāhui Ako 
I continue to attach the strategic plan that was co-constructed with the Kahui ako principals. This document sets the goals for the next 2 
years. These are shared goals that we think are important to our school community and we believe we can achieve more by working 
together on them. 

 

Nga Mihi Nui, 
Todd Malcolm 

 



Thank you to the students of Waiuku College for participating 
and helping to create such an amazing Cultural Week.  Monday 
started off with a bang, with the Prefects hosting the Colour 
Run.  Throughout the week many students participated in   
various workshops ranging from African Drumming, Cook    
Island Dance and Hip Hop to Make-Up Workshops.  

Wednesday saw a spectacular performance by Mega Crew hip 
hop dance crew. This group has competed to an extremely high 
standard overseas and includes Mia Sargent a Year 10 student 
at Waiuku College. 

Pavement Art took place on Wednesday in Period 3 and as the 
weather was slightly wet, students used black paper instead of 
the pavement.  International Food and Dress day saw a multi-
tude of international costumes and colours, with some     
amazing food on sale at lunchtime.  Special thanks to the    
Languages, ESOL and Food Technology Departments for their 
contributions with the food. 

Friday was the annual Wearable Arts competition with         
students competing in the junior, senior and house com-
petitions.  We also challenged the Year 9 form classes to      
produce a garment, resulting in some amazing creations.  The 
standard of garments was outstanding.  Congratulations to 9FY 
and 9GN.  Congratulations to the Year 10 team of Stevie,     
Nicole, Anri, Juana and Keely who won the Supreme award 
with their      Pavlova design.  

The theme this year was Togetherness and the Cricket World 
Cup, with the focus on the many different countries who take 
part.  This is reflected at Waiuku College with the many           
different cultures that we have in our school community.  We 
hope you have enjoyed this year’s Cultural Week as much as 
we have, and here’s to another super fun week next year! 

Special thanks to the Cultural Portfolio – for their huge contri-
bution in organizing the week. 

By Mrs Cook (Arts Coordinator) 



ADs 

 POLICE NON-EMERGENCY   

 NUMBER 105 

A message from New Zealand Police:  

NZ Police recently launched a new non emergency number, 105. 
We’ve done this to make it easier to get hold of us in the event of 
non-urgent situations or ‘Things which have Already Happened’, 
which don’t require Police assistance immediately.  

You can call us on 105 for all non emergencies, or you can go 
online at 105.police.govt.nz to report things like: 

- Lost property 

- Theft from a public place or car 

- Intentional property damage 

- Or to get an update or add info to a previous report 

In the event of an emergency, always call 111 - ‘Things that are 
Happening Now.’ 

 

PUBLIC MEETING - Thursday 25th July at 7.30pm at  

St Andrews Church Waiuku 

To review the recently introduced Rural Policing Model for the 
Waiuku Area. 

Inspector Glossop will address the meeting. 

If you have any concerns or questions regarding the Review, 
please attend so that you can get answers. 

http://105.police.govt.nz

