
Sabbatical and Acting Principal Mr Ditchburn 
My thanks to Deputy Principal Mr Gowan Ditchburn for being such an effective Acting Principal while I 
was on Sabbatical leave in Term 2.  Gowan lead a number of review processes in that time and also car-
ried out extensive consultation with our wider school community which will help inform our school val-
ues and strategic planning moving forward for the next few years. 

I spent some time visiting schools and interviewing Kahui Ako leaders in the South Island as part of my 
investigation into practices that are impacting on student achievement outcomes. It is always a privilege 
to visit other secondary schools, meet the school leaders and learn about the good practice that works 
in their communities. I intend to share my learnings with the staff at Waiuku College and look into how 
we can adapt what we do to reflect the good practice I saw on my trip. 

Board of Trustees Officers 
The first meeting of our new Board of Trustees was held on August 12th and our elected officers are: 

Peter Atwood   Chairperson 

Phillippa Buchanan  Deputy Chairperson 

Student Representative elections will be held in September. 

School Rolls & Enrolment 
We have started the process of working with our local primary schools to enroll Year 8 students into the 
College for 2020. We anticipate an intake of around 200 students based on the numbers we have been 
given. Interestingly there is a much larger group of around 260 coming through the year after in 2021 
which will give our overall school roll a real boost and should see us push over the 900 mark for the first 
time. Our roll has been in the low 800’s for a number of years due to a very small intake of 167 back in 
2015. That group will pass out of the school this year as a small Year 13 cohort and this will also help 
boost our numbers. Roll growth is exciting for a school as it means new teachers, extra funding and  
possibly new building money. All this creates a positive energy which benefits the staff, teachers and 
community. 

Our neighbouring schools of Pukekohe High and Rosehill College are experiencing much greater growth 
due to the housing explosion in their zones. Both schools sit at rolls of around 1750 students this year 
with Pukekohe predicted to grow to 2700 by 2030! 

We are fortunate that we do not have to deal with that rate of growth which really puts a lot of pres-
sure on a school. Also our smaller size allows us to know our students better and to offer a much more 
personalized service to them. 

Year 8 Visits 
I will be visiting local schools and talking to Year 8 students about enrolments over the next month. We 
will follow this up with an open evening at the start of Term 4 and then have student groups visiting 
during the school day later in that term. 

Waiuku College does not have an enrolment zone which means it is possible for students from further 
afield to enroll and attend our college. We welcome expressions of interests from new students and are 
happy to arrange school visits and tours for them. 

 

 

TERM 3 2019 

Senior Exams 
19-23 August 

Tournament Week 
2-6 September 

Canteen Carnival 
Wednesday 11 September 

Po Whakanuia (evening) 
Wednesday 18 September  

Haka Competition 
Thursday 26 September 

Term 3 Ends 
Friday 27 September 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also 
available on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 

Nga mihi mahana kia koutou 

Warm greetings to you all 



Academic Counselling and Subject Choices 2020 
Term 3 has started with a focus on students thinking and making decisions about their careers and the subjects that will choose for 
next year. A subject information evening was held early in the term and was followed by the Academic Counselling interviews with 
parents a week later.  We were pleased that around 70% of parents and students attended these important meetings. Students then 
had till last Friday to go online and make their choices.  We do this allowing planning for the numbers of classes and teachers in certain 
subject areas that we will need for 2020.  Late changes are allowed in negotiation with the Deans. 

NCEA Review 
The ministry has released its NCEA change package and is now consulting with the sector on its’ implementation. Literacy and numera-
cy requirements at Level 1 have been strengthened and will now be externally assessed.  It may also be possible for students from Year 
7 onwards to attempt these if they are deemed ready.  This is creating some controversy and my personal preference would be to 
leave it to the secondary schools. The ministry has set a very reasonable timeline for implementation which would not see Level 1 
changes made mandatory until 2022, Level 2 in 2023 and Level 3 in 2024. 

Learning Support Coordinators 
The ministry has also released its first batch of 623 Learning Support Coordinators. The Waiuku cluster of schools (Kahui Ako) missed 
out, which has caused a lot of disappointment. We will be lobbying hard to ensure we are included in the second batch so that our 
learning needs students can benefit from this extra resource, which is equivalent to one extra special needs coordinator per 500 stu-
dents. 

**Uniform Sale** 
The College is having a winter sale with serious price reductions. We are trying to reduce our stock as we transition to a new uniform 
provider. This is a great chance for parents to make some real savings. Sales at the school office.  (price sheet enclosed) 

School Activities 
Our winter sports season is drawing to a close and a number of teams are involved in finals with which we wish them and their coaches 
every success. 

National Tournament Week comes up in 2 weeks time and we again have a record number of 8 teams participating. We wish them all 
well. 

Gold and Silver netball teams had a very successful tour to an international tournament in Australia over the July Holiday break. Gold 
was very unlucky to miss the final, but we are very proud of their eventual third placing. Big thanks to Coach and ex-student Hannah 
Kimber for all her efforts with this team. 

Academic week has just finished with some keen house competition taking place in Maths and Spelling.  

Mobile Phone Use in School – Social Media Issues and Student Well Being 
We recently restricted phone use in a Year 10 class by removing all phones from students at the start of the day and handing them 
back after school.  This was a response to some inappropriate phone use within the classroom which we felt required a serious re-
sponse. 

I was interested to receive some parental feedback applauding and supporting the steps taken. Then a recent Listener article about the 
links between phone use and student well-being got me thinking more seriously about the issue.  I have included in this newsletter,  
parts of this article taken from the August 17th edition, which I think raise some very thought provoking points. 

Should we as a College consider trialing greater restrictions on phone use, amongst particularly our junior students?  Some of you will 
be aware that there are already schools in NZ where phones are banned and that indeed even some countries have legally mandated 
National bans on phones in schools (France). I am interested in any parental (or student) feedback on this. I will be discussing this issue 
further with our Senior Leadership Team and with the Board. A possible outcome could be a survey of our school community to see 
how people feel. 

Maori Community 
A very successful Taiaha workshop for boys was held in the school Holiday break. A number of younger students from local primary 
schools were allowed to take part. My thanks to our Kaitautoko – Selwyn Herewini for creating this opportunity which we hope to do 
annually. 

Selwyn is now in his second year of his role at the College which supports the engagement and achievement of tamariki. He also 
spends some time working in a growing number of our primary schools which we are seeing real benefits from in the transition of 
these students to the college. 

Historic Waka 
A pre-european waka hull was recently unearthed from swampy land on the banks of the Waikato River.  Archeologists from the Uni-
versity of Auckland are involved in restoring this significant historical artifact and are in discussions with the college to possibly have it 
on display in our administration foyer. We look forward to progressing this proposal. 

 

Cont. 



Local History Opportunities 

Our thanks to Roimata Minhinnick who extended an invitation to the college for staff to take part in a series of Hikoi (journeys) that he 
held over term 2 to visit places of significant historical interest through our wider region. 

A community hui on Ngati Te Ata history was also held in the College Whare last week at which local teachers were addressed by Whaea 
Piki Jakeman. It was very well attended and my thanks to those involved for making it possible. 

Nga Mihi Kia Koutou 
Tom Vanderlaan 



NZQA News: 
NCEA Fees for international students due Friday 30th August 
Invoices have been sent out to all International students 
sitting NCEA.  These fees need to be paid to the school office 
by Friday 30th August. 
International students must pay their fees to have their results 
recorded on their Record of Achievement, and to receive their 
certificate. 
 

NZQA Cards 
At academic counselling last week, all senior students who 
were enrolled at Waiuku College in June, received an NZQA 
card.  The card looks like a business card and gives the         
student’s name and address and their National Student    
Number (NSN).  The back of the card gives details of how to 
register with the NZQA website.  
Although students can view lots of information on MUSAC 
Edge, the information on the NZQA website is definitive.  It is 
important that students register with the website and          
regularly check their entries and results.  Students can access 
a range of services via the website such as ordering results 
notices, copies of certificates and their Record of Achieve-
ment.  
 

MCAT external exam, Tuesday 17thSeptember  
All Year 11Mas01 students will be sitting the Algebra external 
assessment on Tuesday 17th September.  As it is an external, 
this is the only opportunity to gain these credits.  This stan-
dard is done without a calculator.   
 

Trends in International Maths and Science Study (TIMSS), 
Monday 16th September  
Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study 
(TIMSS) is an educational research study on student achieve-
ment in mathematics and science around the world.  This four 
yearly study is managed in New Zealand by the Ministry of 
Education.  Two classes of year 9 students as well as their  
Science and Mathematics teachers and the Principal will be 
participating.  No individuals or school will be identified when 
reporting the results, which will be used both nationally and 
internationally. 
 

Mathematics News 
All Year 10 students will be sitting an internal assessment 
worth 3 credits in Week 5 when senior exams are on (19th – 
23rd August).  It is a Statistics standard about bivariate data.  
An example of a bivariate relationship is “as height increases, 
foot length tends to increase.”  Data is collected and meas-
ured, then they use their laptop to draw a graph and analyse 
the information.   Please encourage your student to have a 
ruler and their laptop for each lesson. 
 
Any questions about any of the above, please contact Mrs 
Everitt, ev@waiuku-college.school.nz 

 

 

WAIUKU COLLEGE SCHOOL APP 
Do you have the school app?  You can 
use the school app to receive general 
notifications and sign up for mess-
ages for specific year levels, sports 
teams and cultural groups.  You can 
also use the app to notify the school 
when your student is going to be  
absent.*   

Go to the place where you normally 
download your apps and search for 
SchoolAppsNZ.  When you open the 
app for the first time you will be 
prompted to search for Waiuku    
College. Remember to go into your 
device’s settings to allow the app to notify you of alerts. 

If you still have the old version of the app on 
your device – the icon has the college crest on it 
– you need to upgrade to the new version 
which has the School Apps logo. 

*If you want to use the app to notify the school that your 
student is going to be absent tap the phone symbol on the 
home screen.  You will then be given the choice of phoning 
or sending an email.  Whether you call and leave a message 
or email, please remember to tell us your student’s first and 
last name and their form and the reason for their absence. 

 

PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 
Students stacking potting mix which is to be used for the 
potting up of native seedlings. 
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YEAR 13 CATERING 
Year 13 Catering and Hospitality classes were treated to a   
special cooking demonstration on 6/8/18 from Nourish Holistic 
Nutrition. This is a relatively new small business to the area run 
from the home of Rama and Gautam (also known as G)        
Narayan. Gautam is a very experienced chef working for the 
last 3 decades in contemporary and traditional kitchens around 
the world. Both Gautam and Rama shared their wisdom with 
us around global food, spices and flavours. 

As we have been studying herbs and spices in class, it was 
great to have this learning reinforced with this masterclass. 
Rama and G called their presentation Everyday Phyters- how to 
keep your body “phyting’ fit at all times. (Using a play on words 
from phytonutrients in herbs and spices) 

G and Rama had fun with the students, introducing them to 
new flavours and aromas.  Discussions around the importance 
of eating for health in a young age to prevent many of the 
health problems faced by New Zealanders today due to       
obesity and poor food choices. 

The class got to try new foods such as Beetroot kasundi made 
with panchphoran spices, Thai curry made from turmeric,   
limes, galangal and star anise. 

If anyone is interested in finding out more about Nourish    
Holistic Nutrition, look up their face-book page. 

 

Col-



Monday 
19 August 

Tuesday 
20 August 

  Wednesday 
21 August 

Thursday 
22 August  

Friday 
23 August 

11 Science 01 11 English 01 11 Mathematics 01 
11 Mathematics 02 

11 English 02 11 Design & Visual 
     Communication 
11 Geography 

12 English 01 
12 English 02 

12 Mathematics 
01 

12 Biology 
12 Art-
Photography 

12 Design & Visual 
     Communication 
12 Spanish 
12 Art-Photography 

12 Mathematics 02 
12 Art-Design 

13 Mathematics 
      with Statistics 

13 Physics 
13 Drama 

13 English 01 13 Biology 13 Mathematics 
      with Calculus 

L U N C H 

Monday 
19 August 

Tuesday 
20 August 

  Wednesday 
21 August 

Thursday 
22 August  

Friday 
23 August 

11 Home 
      Economics 
11 Spanish 

11 Music 
11 Business 
      Studies 
11 Art-Painting 

11 History 
11 Art-Design & 
      Photography 
11 Te Reo 

11 Drama 
11 Art-Design & 
      Photography 

L1 Chinese 
11 Design & Visual 
      Communication 

12 History 
12 Art-Painting 

12 Chemistry 
12 Drama 
12 Business 
      Studies 

12 Geography 
12 Te Reo 

12 Media Studies 
L2 Chinese 

12 Physics 

13 Media Studies 
13 Visual Art 
13 Te Reo 

13 Geography 
13 Design & Visual 
     Communication 
13 Visual Arts 

13 Hospitality 13 Chemistry 
13 History 
13 Spanish 

13 Visual Arts 

WAIUKU  COLLEGE  SENIOR  EXAMS  TIMETABLE 

Morning exams start at 8:50am; afternoon exams at 1:00pm (this also applies to Tuesday) 

Students whose subjects clash will need to see Mr Nickless to confirm an alternative time.   













Sport ORIENTEERING 

In the last week of the school holidays, the Orienteering 
Team of Charlize Aicken, Beanie Rattrie, Millie Thompson 
(Intermediate) and Chloe Thompson (senior) went to the 
North Island Orienteering Championships in Hawkes Bay. 

The Sprint race was held at the rural Te Aute College in great 
weather.  Out of fifty entrants, Beanie placed 19th, Millie 21st 
and Charlize 30th in their category. Luckily the second day 
was also fine weather, with the Long event high in the 
Hawkes Bay hills.  Chloe placed 1st  in the Senior Girls Novice, 
while the intermediate girls ran competitively but without 
placing. The courses were extremely hilly, and the maps 
challenging.  

The final day for the relay event saw the weather turn and 
the event centre in the hills became a mud bath. The courses 
were extremely challenging with very slippery hills and some 
from other teams sustained injuries. Our Intermediate team 
again ran really well but a control mispunch saw their excel-
lent times disallowed.  

Overall a great experience for the team and good practice 
for the upcoming Nationals in Auckland. 

 

GOLF CHAMPIONS 
Our golf championships were very well fought with the 
game going down to the wire with us having to have a play
-off hole, between Jayden and Tane. Tane in the end came 
out on top narrowly beating Jayden by 1. Daniel played 
extremely well on a course that he has never played. 
Thanks to Waiuku Golf Club for allowing us to use their 
grounds.  

Pictured:  Daniel Shen (Yr 11), Jayden Kennedy (Yr 10) and 
Tane Dawson-Te Kani (Yr 10) 

 

 

 

 

 

CLAYBIRD SHOOTING 

Early August saw the Shooting Team head to Putaruru to 
complete in their second to last competition before the        
Nationals at the end of September.  Though the weather 
forecase wasn’t good, they turned up to warm and sunny 
with no wind, so great conditions. 

Attended by 143 shooters from around the Auckland/
Waikato Regions, 31 squads competed both in the Teams 
event and Individually. 

The College No. 1 team of Kiel Bell-Tipene, Luke Cathcart, 
Jack Thomas, Josh Baird and Dylan Burns placed second on a 
score of 283 behind winners Hamilton Boys 1 on 288 and 
ahead of Tauranga Boys B in third place, shooting 275.  The 
team’s consistency and discipline was a pleasure to watch.  
Year 10 student Jack Thomas showed his skill again taking 
out the Junior Section shooting a 19/20, 58/60 and 9/10 
right up there with the older shooters. 

The Girls team of Chloe Thompson and Aimee Clark with 
1/10 took second place behind their rivals Hauraki Plains 
College.  First year shooters Fynn Fletcher and Dylan Baird 
both got their 25 Long Run Badge after shooting 25 targets 
in a row which is no small feat. 

Looking forward to their next shoot at the beginning of   
September In Tauranga with hopefully some more great  
results. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys team:   Josh Baird, Dylan Burns, Jack   

Thomas, Luke Cathcart and Kiel Bell-Tipene 

Jun Boys Winner:  Jack Thomas 

Girls team:  Amy Clarke  

and Chloe Thompson 



ADs 

The Manukau Beautification Trust is partnering with the 

Franklin Local Board and the Waiuku Business Association to 
spruce up the Waiuku Town Centre on Saturday 7th September 
(rain date 14th September).  This is being run in conjunction with 
Keep NZ Beautiful Week. 

The Trust would like to invite Waiuku College to join us in this 
significant community event. 

WAIUKU  COLLEGE   

UNIFORM  CLEARANCE 
Don’t miss out - while stock and sizes last 

 

Boys Grey Polo 

Were $48.00  now $30.00 

Boys Shorts 

Were $58.50  now $40.00 

Girls White Blouse 

Were $53.00  now $43.00 

Girls Skirts 

Were $88.50  now $60.00 

Unisex Jackets 

Were $120.00  now $80.00 

Unisex Year 12 & 13 Vest 

Were $72.00  now $40.00 

Unisex Year 13 White Polo 

Were $48.00  now $25.00 

Unisex PE Top 

Were $39.00  now $25.00 


