
Youth Suicide Statistics and Support for Young people 
I was saddened to see the rise in youth suicide in the latest provisional figures released by the Chief 
Coroner.  I am a member of the Counties Manukau Youth Mortality Review Group and have reviewed 
some of the cases that make up the sad statistics that we are seeing.  All the cases are complex, but 
there are invariably opportunities missed for effective intervention to be put in place, which may have 
changed the outcomes.  As a school we are committed to identifying and supporting students who are 
at risk with the best resources we can possibly provide.  To that end we have just appointed two new 
Guidance Counsellors to replace Tracey Innes who is leaving us in November to move north.  One of our 
counsellors will bring strengths in working with students with special needs, along with counselling 
skills.  Sadly, Primary schools are not funded for counselling services, but it is great to see that some of 
our local schools are providing some levels of support which they are funding themselves.  It may be 
possible for the college to share some of its counselling resource with schools who don’t have it.  The 
earlier that identification, support and intervention can be put in place, the more chance we will have 
to save some of those who are at risk of being lost to us. 

Mike King 
New Zealand Steel have arranged for Mike King to speak to their staff later this year and have kindly 
offered to make him available to speak at the college as well.  Mike spoke here a few years ago and it 
will be valuable for our junior students who were not with us at the time, to have this opportunity to 
hear from him about the ways we can better support each other in our mental health. 

Vaping 
I was contacted by the media recently about how serious a problem that vaping is becoming in our 
school.  I had to admit that it is becoming a problem and one that has confronted us quite suddenly. 

This year we have had four stand downs of students who have been caught vaping more than once.  
Last year there were none.  It seems that the escalated promotion and advertising of vaping as a 
‘smoking’ alternative is catching a few of our impressionable youngsters.  This is really sad given that 
smoking had been declining steadily among students in recent years and was no longer something that 
was seen to be ‘cool’.  Information on the health risks of vaping are hard to come by due to it’s recent-
ness, but what is coming through is cause for alarm.  As a regulated product that is not supposed to be 
used by young people or on school property, we will continue to treat it in a similar way to smoking and 
drug use.  It has no place in the school! 

Show Quest Follow Up 
As regional winners of the Waikato Show Quest, we hoped that the video of our performance would 
gain us higher honours in the National Competition.  Sadly, this was not to be, but we did pick up a 
number of awards for choreography and technical support.  We were honoured to be approached by 
the New Zealand Police to use some of the video in their distracted driving Facebook video, which also 
featured footage of Ruby-Jean Steele, her family and her friends who were involved in the dance      
production.  We hope the video will have a positive impact on the way our young people think about 
taking risks while driving.  The link can be found of our school Facebook page. 

Franklin Art Exhibition 
Our congratulations to Amy Te Kanawa who picked up an award for her canvas portrait that she       
submitted to this annual local event.  Well done also to the teachers who have supported and nurtured 
her talent in this area. 

TERM 3 2019 

Canteen Carnival 
Wednesday 11 September 

Po Whakanuia (evening) 
Tuesday 24 September 

Haka Competition 
Thursday 26 September 

Term 3 Ends 
Friday 27 September 

Term 4 starts 
Monday 14 October 

Year 9\New Enrolment      
Information evening 
Wednesday 16 October 

Junior Exams 
4-8 November 

Senior Prizegiving 
Tuesday 5 November 

NCEA exams start 
Thursday 7 November 

Year 10 Camp 
25-29 November 

 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also 
available on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 

Nga mihi mahana kia koutou 

Warm greetings to you all 



Winter Sports 
As we wind up our winter sports at college, I would like to thank the coaches, managers, parents and community members who have 
supported our teams at Tournament, and many of whom have supported us throughout the whole winter season.  

Gifted & Talented 
As part of our Waiuku Kahui Ako, we offered an afternoon workshop recently where Diane Thomson from the college shared current 
knowledge and practice in the identification and support of those students who have these special abilities.  The workshop was well 
supported by teachers from our local primary schools. 

Phone Use at School 
My thanks to the parents who have contacted me with responses and support for my discussion in the last newsletter on looking at 
tighter restrictions on phone use at the college.  In my visits to local primary schools to discuss enrolments, I am finding that some of 
them already have strict controls in place and that they are working well.  I am collecting more media articles about the issue and   
welcome further parents and caregivers sharing any information or thoughts they may have. 

Uniform  —  Sale – Sale – Sale 
We are selling off our uniform stock at low sale prices as we strive to reduce our stock levels.  Available from the school office daily 
during school hours. 

School Donations – Government Policy Change 
The Ministry of Education have outlined the steps that schools can take to take up the offer to receive $150 per student in funding per 
year if they do not request an annual parent donation.  Under this scheme the college would be better off financially so I will be recom-
mending to the Board of Trustees that we agree to participate.  Any parent comment is welcome. 

Gymnasiuim Repairs 
The remedial weather-tightness work on the school gym will be completed at the end of this term, and we will be very pleased to have 
it available again for both school and community use.  Our thanks to the Ministry of Education for funding this important repair work. 

Powhakanuia 
We will be looking forward to celebrating the achievement of our Maori and Pasifika students at our Powhakanuia on Tuesday 24th 

September at 6pm in the school hall.  I look forward to seeing our community at this event. 

 

Nga Mihi Kia Koutou 
Tom Vanderlaan—Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guidance Department 
What’s available to students and families? 

Services currently available in our school include: 

Community and Drug Services: 
Esmay comes in on a Tuesday and is available for one on one 
appointments.  You can call her through the Guidance depart-
ment: tracey.innes@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Waiuku Family Support: 
Jess is a Social Worker. She is here one day a week to meet 
with students and their family if required.  
admin@waiukufamilysupport.co.nz 

Youthline: 
Jason is from Youthline.  He works here on a Tuesday. He is 
able to see a student for counselling for 8 sessions. 
 info@jasonlitherland.co.nz 

Student Counsellor from MIT: 
Anne Marie is working here as a counsellor on Mondays.  She 
is doing her counsellor training and has experience working in 
schools. 

Whirinaki Mental Health Services: 
Nalika pops in each fortnight and works closely with the South 
Auckland Guidance team.  She offers support to our students 
and staff. 

Seasons: 
Marisa is here on a Wednesday. She runs an 8 week pro-
gramme for students working on life skills: managing grief, loss 
and change, such as moving from multiple homes, schools, 
death of a loved one, parent’s divorce or separation etc. 
For more information contact: seasonsfranklin@xtra.co.nz 

Supporting Families: 
Olivia and Mariana drop in every two weeks.  They work with 
students and families with mental health challenges. 
www.supportingfamilies.org.nz 
For bookings phone 09 262 1480  

Health nurse: 
Students requiring Health Services are generally referred to 
Medical Center nurses Rebecca and Heidi.  Both nurses have 
worked in our school.  Student health concerns or questions 
can be made confidentially. 
Appointments are made through Guidance via a request form.  

Art Works: 
The guidance department has a working relationship with Art 
Works.  The guidance department can help to arrange a      
referral for counselling at Art Works located above the medical 
center. Students were previously covered for 6 free sessions 
but the funding has now run out.  The contact for Art works is  
sharonyoung@arttherapyworksltd.com 

Additional support outside school: 

Mindfulness: 
For anyone wanting to work on their mind, mood and wellness 
there is a free mindfulness programme called “Fresh Minds” at 
Manukau Westfield Shopping Centre Level 2 on Thursdays 1 
hour from 4 pm.  For bookings phone 09 262 1480 . 

If there is any other specialist service or information that you 
would like to find out about, let Tracey the guidance coun-
sellor know and she can talk to you about finding the right 
person and service.  

E-mail:  tracey.innes@waiuku-college.school.nz 

 

mailto:seasonsfranklin@xtra.co.nz
mailto:sharonyoung@arttherapyworksltd.com


NZQA News 
 NCEA External exams are Tuesday 17th September for Level 

1 Algebra, and from Friday 8th November to Tuesday 3rd  
December for all others.  This is the only time that these 
credits can be achieved.  The exam timetable can be found 
on the NZQA website,  

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/
external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/ 

 Under certain circumstances you can apply for a Derived 
Grade.  A Derived Grade is based on evidence, such as your 
School Exam results, and is awarded by NZQA for the stan-
dards you missed.  You must complete a form and provide 
appropriate evidence by 12 noon on Friday 6th                   
December.  For example, if you miss an exam because you 
are unwell, you must get a medical certificate stating that 
you were too sick to sit the exam and the dates of your   
illness.  You can also apply for a derived grade if you believe 
your performance was affected because you were ill. Again, 
you will need to provide a medical certificate.  

For more information contact Mrs Everitt. 

 

LANGUAGES COOK-OFF 

The finals of our first Languages Cook-off 2019 was held on 26 
August.  Competition was stiff between the Chinese and   
Spanish departments.  Two teams from each department   
competed against one other with their carefully designed  
cultural dishes.  Charlotte Barker, Victoria Liefting, Malay Pye 
and Kadia Riddle from the Chinese team emerged as winners 
with their impressive Chinese dish –Stir-fried Seafood Noodles 

海鲜炒面.  Congratulations!  

 

 

ACADEMIC WEEK - 12-16 August Results: 

 

Spelling Bee Winner – Gene Jeremic  

 

 

WAIUKU COLLEGE SCHOOL APP 
Do you have the school app?  You can 
use the school app to receive general 
notifications and sign up for mess-
ages for specific year levels, sports 
teams and cultural groups.  You can 
also use the app to notify the school 
when your student is going to be  
absent.*   

Go to the place where you normally 
download your apps and search for 
SchoolAppsNZ.  When you open the 
app for the first time you will be 
prompted to search for Waiuku    
College. Remember to go into your device’s settings to allow 
the app to notify you of alerts. 

If you still have the old version of the app on 
your device – the icon has the college crest on 
it – you need to upgrade to the new version 
which has the School Apps logo. 

*If you want to use the app to notify the school that your 
student is going to be absent tap the phone symbol on the 
home screen.  You will then be given the choice of phoning 
or sending an email.  Whether you call and leave a message 
or email, please remember to tell us your student’s first and 
last name and their form and the reason for their absence. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-exams-and-portfolios/external/national-secondary-examinations-timetable/


 

 

CODES PRIZEGIVINGS— Please keep these dates free 

for our individual Sports Prizegivings:  
 

RUGBY / HOCKEY / CRICKET 
Tuesday 10th September - 6pm  
to be held at the Waiuku Rugby Club 
 

FOOTBALL 
Monday 16th September - 4pm  
to be held in the Science Nucleus  
 

BASKETBALL  
Tuesday 17th September- 6pm  
to be held in the Waiuku College Hall  
 

NETBALL  
Wednesday 18th September 6pm  
to be held in the Waiuku College Hall  
 
All parents/grandparents/whanau/supporters invited to come 
along to these events.  

Supper or afternoon tea will be served at the conclusion of 
these events.  

 

SPORTING AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

Thursday 24th October 2019 - from 6.30pm onwards 

This event is by invitation only.  These will be sent out In the 
next couple of weeks.  

Look forward to seeing you at these events.  

Judith Coe  
Sports Director  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORT RUGBY REFEREES 
Congratulations to Liam Sargeant and Kaleb Midgley for being 
picked to go  to the New Zealand Rippa Rugby Tournament 
which was held in Wellington.  

Liam was selected, after some wonderful performances, to 
officiate for the Finals and Kaleb got selected as Assistant   
Referee for the 3rd and 4th place.  

Congratulations to both boys on such wonderful achieve-
ments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo is of Kaleb left, Antony Petrie Counties Manukau Rugby 
Referee Education Officer and Liam Sargent.  

 

1ST XV RUGBY 

Last week we were lucky to secure an end of year fixture with 
Matamata College 1st XV.   We travelled with a squad of 24 
boys and some great supporters.  Thanks to Waiuku Rugby 
Club for lending us there Under 19 jerseys as Matamata wear 
the same colour. 

A wonderful display of Barbarian style rugby was seen with 
lots of tries to both sides - a special way for our Year 13 boys 
to finish there season.  

We farewelled Captain - Hema Buchanan, Russell Wedding, 
Alex Harvey, Darien Enoka, Shameel Mohammed and Jene 
Geremic from Waiuku College rugby.  We wish them well for 
their future.  

Special thanks to Coach-Gareth Manning, TIC Rugby-Colin 
North, Sports Director-Judith Coe, Coach of the Under 15 team
-Mr Chris Kitcher, Manager of the Under 60kg team-Mr Johnny 
Zondagh.  Thank you all for coming along and supporting the 
team, and thank you to the many parents and grandparents 
who made the trip to support the boys.  

A truly great way to finish the season.  We are left with many 
young boys planning and preparing for next year’s teams.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

WAIUKU ATHLETICS CLUB 

Registrations for the 2019/2020 athletics season are now 
open.  The first club night is on Monday 14 October.   

Fees for this season are: 2 - 6 year old - $35; 7 - 14 year old 
- $80; and 15 and over - $100 

To register, please click on https://
memberdesq.onesporttechnology.com/3320 

There is an information evening from 5pm to 6pm on     
Monday 16 September at the Waiuku Netball Club rooms. 
The committee will be on hand to answer any queries you 
may have about the season, club nights, competitions,   
registrations or anything else you need to know about the 
club. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the 
club’s President, Paul Gardiner on  

waiukuathletics@outlook.co.nz or  

phone/text 021 220 6450. 

Pukekohe Performing Arts presents 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang Jr 

27 September – 6 October 2019 

Harrington Theatre, Pukekohe 

Tickets on sale NOW! | Suitable for all ages 

Check our website and Facebook page for details 

sharnie.sc@gmail.com for more info 

The Manukau Beautification Trust is partnering with the 

Franklin Local Board and the Waiuku Business Association to 
spruce up the Waiuku Town Centre on Saturday 7th September 
(rain date 14th September).  This is being run in conjunction with 
Keep NZ Beautiful Week. 

The Trust would like to invite Waiuku College family and friends 
to join us in this significant community event. 

Meet at the Information Centre at 8.45am. 

https://memberdesq.onesporttechnology.com/3320
https://memberdesq.onesporttechnology.com/3320
mailto:waiukuathletics@outlook.co.nz
mailto:sharnie.sc@gmail.com


Second-hand uniform 
We would very much appreciate any second-
hand uniform items that you no longer require.   
Please drop off at the Office. 

ADs Board of Trustees Meetings 2019 
(Meeting at 5.30pm in the Boardroom) 

Monday 12 August 

Monday 9 September 

Monday 21 October 

Monday 18 November 

Monday 9 December  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Chair) peter.attwood001@gmail.com   

Phillippa Buchanan (Dep Chair) phillyeb70@gmail.com 

Gowan Ditchburn (Acting Pr.) di@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

James Lochead-MacMillan (Parent Rep) truffles8@hotmail.com  

Gareth Manning (Parent Rep) gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Parent Rep) colin@webb.co.nz 

WAIUKU  COLLEGE   

UNIFORM  CLEARANCE 
Don’t miss out - while stock and sizes last 

 

Boys Grey Polo 

Were $48.00  now $30.00 

Boys Shorts 

Were $58.50  now $40.00 

Girls White Blouse 

Were $53.00  now $43.00 

Girls Skirts 

Were $88.50  now $60.00 

Unisex Jackets 

Were $120.00  now $80.00 

Unisex Year 12 & 13 Vest 

Were $72.00  now $40.00 

Unisex Year 13 White Polo 

Were $48.00  now $25.00 

Unisex PE Top 

Were $39.00  now $25.00 

How to claim this offer 

Mention this offer when you apply for your new home loan. 

Your new home loan application must be received, approved and 

then documented in a facility agreement, between 1 july 2019 and 

30 June 2020. 

Visit asb.co.nz/promotions/supporting-success-in-your-school for 

more information and eligibility criteria. 

Once your loan is fully drawn down, ASB will donate $500 to your 

chosen participating school. 


