
Tena Koutou, Tena koutou Tena Koutou Katoa 

A warm welcome for the first time to parents of Year 8 students coming in 2020 and families new to the 
College Community. He mihi mahana kia koutou.  

Senior Prizegiving and NCEA Leave 
Senior students have only a couple of weeks until they go on study leave for their NCEA external exams.  
A few of the exams are being done with computers as part of a digital assessment trial being run nation-
ally. Prizegiving and the last day for seniors will be Tuesday November 5th. After this date all senior stu-
dents will be on exam leave. The school library and the Whare Matoro will be reserved for senior study 
use and it is a good idea for students to maintain the discipline of studying during normal school hours 
while on leave. Staff may also be available at certain times to support students in their study efforts. 

Uniform Regulations apply for study leave and exam attendance at school 

Prefects & School Leadership 
My congratulations to our newly appointed prefect team for 2020 which is being announced at Senior 
Assembly this week. Interviews for head students are also taking place and these will be announced at 
Senior Prizegiving. House leaders and Peer Support Leaders are also being chosen this week. 

Mobile Phones 
At the October meeting of the Board of Trustees an amendment was approved to our policy on Cyber-
safety and Mobile devices. A new paragraph was included which reads; 

“The Board supports the right of the School to ban, restrict or limit the use of mobile phones 
during school hours and on school camps, trips and events. Students who break phone use 
rules may have phones confiscated. These will be held and returned to students at the end of 
the school day through the school office.” 

Students have been told at school assemblies last week that new rules will be enforced from the start of 
the 2020 school year.  I welcome any parent feedback on how the school will implement and enforce 
these new rules and I have also extended that invitation to our students. My thanks to the parents and 
students who have already engaged with me on this matter over the last few months. 

Year 10 Camp – Mobile Phone Free 
Just a reminder that the year 10 Camp from November 25th to 29th will also be a mobile phone free 
camp.  Staff will have phones for emergency purposes and the school office can provide these contacts 
for any messages that urgently need to go to students.  Staff will also be taking photos which can be 
shared with students after the camp. 

Mike King – Mental Wellbeing—Tuesday 12th November 
New Zealand Steel has confirmed that they will arrange for Mike King to visit the college after speaking 
to staff at the Steel Mill. We will invite some Year 8 students to attend this event with our Years 9 and 
10 students and we will also be reminding parents to follow up and speak about the event with their 
children when they get home that day. 

Staff Success 
Congratulations to Science teachers Miss Couper and Miss Patterson on gaining study award scholar-
ships for 2020.  Miss Couper has a year at Waikato University doing a Maori Language Immersion 
Course, and Miss Patterson has the second half of the year on a Royal Society Leadership fellowship 
which will involve spending time in industry. 

 

Term 4 starts 
Monday 14 October 

Junior Exams 
4-8 November 

Senior Prizegiving 
Tuesday 5 November 

NCEA exams start 
Thursday 7 November 

Year 10 Camp 
25-29 November 

 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also 
available on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 

Nga mihi mahana kia koutou 

Warm greetings to you all 



School Uniform Changes 
Uniform sales will cease at the college from the end of this school year and in future will take place at the Warehouse in Pukekohe. We 
have entered into a contract with SchoolTech to manufacture and sell our items through the red shed. This will mean lower prices for a 
range of items and availability on weekends and out of school hours. There is one new uniform item which is a grey monogrammed 
hoody which we believe will be popular with the students especially in winter. Non uniform hoodies will not be acceptable. 

We are continuing with our sell out sale from the school office with good reductions to move our existing uniform stock before the 
change-over.  

Po Whakanuia - September 6th 
Nga mihi kia kotou to all who attended a great celebration night of Maori and Pasifika Excellence at the end of Term 3.  Our thanks to 
Whaea Jeri and her team for all the mahi that went into this and big    congratulations to our two Te Toa Maori and Te Toa Pasifika 
students:  Latesha Latu and Mauriora Kaihau.  Nga mihi kia korua. 

Sports Awards Night 
My thanks once more to our Sports Coordinator Mrs Judith Coe for bringing our sports year to a close with another great awards night.  
Thank you to all the parents and community members once more for supporting our College Sport this year and congratulations to our 
overall winners – the Clayshooting Team who this year achieved the amazing goal of becoming National Champions. 

School Donations 
The Board of Trustees recently made the decision to join the ‘No School Donations Scheme’ which the new government has allowed us 
to opt into. This means that as of 2020 we will no longer ask for the $150 per student donation. Instead the government will give us 
the $150 per student.  As we usually get about 60% of donations, this means that we will be better off financially. Thank you Govern-
ment! We will still ask for costs for materials and trips in some subjects along with our optional Year 9 and 10 camps – but no more 
donations.  Just a reminder that the school covers all practical material costs in Year 9, something we committed to do when we 
brought in BYOD 6 years ago as recognition of the  extra costs that parents had to meet. 

School Leavers – Trades Boom 
We have seen an increasing number of senior students at Years 11, 12 and 13 leaving school during Term 3 this year, with many of 
them going on to apprenticeships and training programmes. This is   partly due to the success of our gateway/work experience pro-
gramme and I am sure, also due to the booming trades sector in our region with the huge amount of growth going on around us. We 
are pleased and proud of the success that our students are having in this area and although it is sad that less students are staying on 
through Year 13, we know that both they and their families are also both pleased and proud of the outcomes they are achieving 
through the college. 

 

Nga Mihi Kia Koutou 
Tom Vanderlaan, Principal 

 

Year 11 Home Economics students have been working on a cultural foods assignment to investigate how foods from other 

cultures have affected our eating patterns in New Zealand.  To help inspire the students and to give them some expertise on       
Wednesday 16th October, G. and Rama from Nourish Holistic Nutrition came in to give the students a cooking demonstration about 
Indian Thali. G explained to the class how the Thali (which means a special steel plate on which food is served), has its roots in the   
Indian holistic system of medicine which believes in creating a balance for the body, mind and spirit.    The students learnt about the 
state of Goa on the southwestern coast of India and were treated to Chicken Xacuti, which is a curry dish. G also showed the class how 
to make spice mixtures and curry paste from scratch.  Students enjoyed the tasting session and were surprised that the dish was not 
spicy despite the large variety of ingredients that went into it.  

School for senior students is rapidly coming to an end, so I would like to wish everyone the best for their external exams, for year 11 
this will be their first experience so I hope they make sure they are well prepared with their study.    



NCEA AND SCHOLARSHIP EXAMINATIONS 
This year’s NCEA exams started on Friday 8th November and 
will finish on Tuesday 3rd December.  Morning exams start at 
9:30 am and afternoon exams at 2:00 pm.  Students should 
arrive 30 minutes before their first exam and 20 minutes    
before all other exams.  Students who arrive more than 30 
minutes after the start of the exam will not be allowed in.  
Students must wear proper school uniform.  If they are not in 
uniform they will not be allowed into the exams. 
All senior students, except those who are not doing exams, 
were given their Admission Slip.  This sets out the date and 
time of their exams.  This is not a copy.  It must be brought to 
every exam.  They will not be allowed to sit their exams with-
out it.  If they lose their slip they must see Mrs Everitt who can 
provide them with a replacement. 
On the reverse of the admission slip is the 2019 National    
External Assessment - Instructions and Information for       
Candidates.  This provides more information about the exams 
and exam rules. 

 

Derived Grades 
Under certain circumstances you can apply for a Derived 
Grade if you miss an exam.  A Derived Grade is based on     
evidence, such as your School Exam results.  You must       
complete a Derived Grade Application form and provided        
appropriate evidence. You can get a copy of the form from the 
school office or you can download it from the NZQA website 
(www.nzqa.govt.nz).  If you miss an exam because you are 
unwell, you must get a doctor to complete Section B of the 
form.  You can also apply for a derived grade if you believe 
your performance was affected because you were ill.  Again, 
you will need to ask your doctor to fill in the relevant part of 
the form.  Students can also apply if they are affected by a 
serious or traumatic event, e.g. being involved in a car        
accident on the way to the exam or the death of a close family 
member.  All Derived Application forms must be handed to 
Mrs Everitt by 12 noon on Wednesday 4th December.  For 
more information contact Mrs Everitt. 
 
Results 
Exam results are released in mid-January.  Students can either 
log into the NZQA website (www.nzqa.govt.nz) to view their 
results or they can order a Results Notice which will be posted 
to them.  Students wanting to receive a Results Notice should 
order it online via the NZQA website before the end of        
December.  
 

 

 

 

 

WAIUKU COLLEGE SCHOOL APP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have the school app?  You can use the school app to 
receive general notifications and sign up for mess-ages for 
specific year levels, sports teams and cultural groups.  You 
can also use the app to notify the school when your student 
is going to be  absent.*   

Go to the place where you normally download 
your apps and search for SchoolAppsNZ.  
When you open the app for the first time you 
will be prompted to search for Waiuku       
College. Remember to go into your device’s 
settings to allow the app to notify you of                      

                         alerts. 

If you still have the old version of the app on your device – 
the icon has the college crest on it – you need to upgrade to 
the new version which has the School Apps logo. 

*If you want to use the app to notify the school that your 
student is going to be absent tap the phone symbol on the 
home screen.  You will then be given the choice of phoning 
or sending an email.  Whether you call and leave a message 
or email, please remember to tell us your student’s first and 
last name and their form and the reason for their absence. 

 

 

 

http://www.nzqa.govt.nz


 

 

A celebration of this year’s Maori and Pasifika success 

Po Whakanuia honours the hard work and dedication of our Maori and Pasifika students towards academic and extra-curricular studies. 

Special guests were Rikki Minhinnick, and Vicky Woodley and Gretta Stephens (NZ Steel) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year we have received four new scholarships: 
NZ Steel $500 scholarship to the student who has excelled in Te Reo Maori 

NZ Steel $250 x two to the Te Toa Pasifika and the Te Toa Maori recipients 

Whakapiki ake te tiro hanga ki tua o pae Scholarship - $1,000 scholarship awarded to the student who exemplifies some of the charac-
teristics of Dame Nganeko Minhinnick and is leaving to further their study at a tertiary institution. 

 

Major Awards 
Lily Sixsmith   The Toku Takaaro Award - top sportsperson 

Natalie Moore  The Te Reo Oriori is awarded to the student who has made a huge contribution to musicianship &             
    performance 

Majenta Grant  The C F Brown Trophy is awarded to that student who has made an outstanding contribution to Taha Maori 

Waiohua Minhinnick  The Pei Te Hurimui Jones Trophy goes to that student who has demonstrated a high level of competence in 
    Te Reo 

Hema Buchanan,  

Natalie Campbell and      The Kaitataki Award recognises our leaders of Kapahaka 

Waiora Minhinnick             

Aimee Te Kanawa  Nga Mahi Toi Award is awarded for excellence in the Visual Arts 

Uaratanga - Values Awards 

Stephanie Baker  Manaaki Award recognises someone who is helpful and considerate to others 

Leahmya Nepia  Aroha Award recognises someone who is caring, kind and giving 

Hema Buchanan  Awhina Award recognises someone who is pro-active and demonstrates initiative 

Natalie Moore  Tautoko Award recognises someone who is dependable, reliable and supportive of others 

Shameel Mohammed Wairua Award recognises someone who others will follow, leads from the front, has mana and is a role model 

Cree Kauakau   Pumau Award for contribution and dedication to Te Reo 

Awarua Leef-Dunn  Whai Kaha for showing determination and strong will in the face of adversity  

Supreme Awards 
Mauriora Kaihau  Whakapiki Ake Te Tirohanga Ki Tua O Pae—Dame Nganeko Minhinnick Award (new) 

Waiora Minhinnick  Pei Te Huinui Jones Trophy acknowledges excellence in Te Reo Maori me ona Tikanga  

Letesha Latu   Te Toa Award - Top Pasifika student 

Mauriora Kaihau  Te Toa Award - Top Maori student 

 

 

 

 

 PO  WHAKANUIA  

Te 

Left: Mauriora Kaihau—Te Toa Award - Top Maori student 

Right: Letesha Latu— Te Toa Award - Top Pasifika student 



 

 

 

ShowQuest Team Team of the Year 

Faith Jepson  Coe Trophy for Dedication to Sport 

Brieana Mercer  Corrie White Cup for Sporting Endeavour 
   for Girls 

Nathan Lowe  Athol Ohlson Cup for Sporting Endeavour  
   for Boys 

Liam Sargeant Mike Pero Mortgage and Insurance      
   Brokers Award for Service to Sport 

Abbey Carroll  Best All-Round Junior Sportswoman  
   (Steven Donald Trophy) 

Joshua Lowe  Best All-Round Sportsman (Steven Donald 
   Trophy 

Frances Good  Best All-Round Senior Sportswoman  

Theo Crawford Best All-Round Senior Sportsman 

Senior Boys Claybird Shooting Team - Brett Donald Supreme  
   Award for Sporting Excellence 

 

Colours: 

Hema Buchanan –  Rugby 

Majenta Grant  Stage & Choreography 

Latesha Latu   Stage & Choreography 

Theo Crawford  Athletics/Long Distance Running 

Dylan Burns   Claybird Shooting 

Kiel Bell-Tipene  Claybird Shooting 

Jack Thomas   Claybird Shooting 

Joshua Baird   Claybird Shooting 

Luke Cathcart  Claybird Shooting 

 

Congratulations to all our Sports winners! 

Sports Awards Evening - 24th October 

Show Quest Team 

Faith Jepson 

Breanna Mercer Nathan Lowe 

Liam Sargeant 

Frances Good 

Joshua Lowe Abbey Carroll 

Senior Boys Claybird Shooting Team 

Hema Buchanan 

Majenta Grant 

Latesha Latu 

Theo Crawford 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Waiuku Kähui Ako Term 3 2019 Newsletter 

September 2019 Update 

 

Welcome to the September Kãhui Ako update.  The purpose of this newsletter is to inform our community about the work our Principals, 
Kãhui Ako leaders and Within school teachers have been involved in during this term.  Each subsequent newsletter will update you on the 
activities our Kãhui Ako progressively engages in for the benefit of all our tamariki.  Our vision is working together to grow our learners 
and community 

So, what has been happening? 

Hauora/ Well-being 

The Well-being Team has been busy this term analysing student responses from the Well-being student survey across our ten schools. 
This has been an in depth process looking for common trends and patterns.  We have been actively supported by Michael Absolum, our 
expert partner.  A report was presented at the end of September to the Principals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning Support 
Term 3 2019—SENCO actions this term 

This term the Waiuku SENCO group has met to discuss the best use of the SENCO lead role ( Isla Holt ) that was created through the use of 
a within school teacher allocation. 

The key actions that came out of this meeting were:  

• Mentoring of new SENCO's by the SENCO lead 

• PLD for learning support staff around specific programs 

• Building of a shared resource that all the Kãhui Ako SENCOs could access. 

• Construction of a shared learning support register for the Kãhui Ako SENCOs. 

In response to these actions: 

• Professional development has been provided by Waiuku Primary learning support staff to schools that wished to access the support 
program Toe by Toe.  Toe by Toe is an English program aimed at supporting students with Dyslexia. 

• A draft learning support document has been created and the Waiuku SENCO group are meeting this term to finalise what it will look 
like. 

• Mentor days have been timetabled for new SENCO's that have asked for it 

• Isla and Emma had a productive meeting with Ruth Gibbons a lecturer at Massey University who is an expert on Dyslexia.  The 
Kãhui Ako are looking at creating a workshop for interested participants 

• A shared resource is underway and being constructed on team drive that the SENCO group can feed into. 

Math In Focus Work 

Becky Curd 

On Wednesday 21st August we had an In Focus Maths PLD about place value from years O - 8.  We had over 30 teachers in attendance and 
everyone left with hands on, practical activities that they could use in the class with their students.  We have two more maths PLD        
sessions booked in for early term 4, one on fractions for years O-3 and the second on fractions, decimals and percentages for years 4-8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 5 and 6 team asked for some PLD around decimals at level 3. We worked together in a team meeting to unpack the progressions 
of decimals and looked at the equipment that would support this learning. I have been working alongside several teachers at Waiuku  
Primary School to support them with maths. This is either teaching alongside them or taking a group or the class. We have been able to 
focus on areas to develop and look at next steps for the students. We have completed four sessions together and will finish with a      
planning session at the end of the term. 



The year 7/8 teachers all observed two maths lessons at the college.  They saw a year 9 and 10 lesson where we were able to talk with the 
teachers and the students about their work. This has allowed them to have a deeper understanding of where our students are progressing 
when they leave at the end of year 8.  It has also allowed us to reflect on our current maths programme and how we can better prepare 
our students for maths at the college. 

Google Site 

We are currently creating a place where our whole community can access our mahi and share resources for the benefit of our community. 
Tineke Dippenaar and Danielle Johnson are assisting with the site set up.  If you feel you can assist, please get in touch with them. 

ECE involvement in our Kãhui Ako 
We now have ten ECE services as part of our Kãhui Ako.  Linda Dyer from Little Ants and Lindy Ashurst from Waiuku Kindergarten have 
been attending the Kãhui Ako Principals meetings representing our ECE cluster.  We held the first ECE/ NE Network Meeting this term, 
with the majority of our ECE providers and Primary Schools represented.  There is a very positive energy in this group.  We are looking for-
ward to collaborating more fully together and having a unified transition system in place in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A team of ECE and NE teachers met to collaborate on a Kãhui Ako process for transitioning from ECE to Primary School. We discussed what 
information do we need to share at the transition point from ECE to Primary School. We are beginning to deepen our collaboration by  
facilitating visits to Early Childhood Centers by our New Entrant teachers. We are exploring ways to reciprocate so that our Early Childhood 
teachers can visit New Entrant classrooms. We have begun a conversation between all our school's new entrant teachers about the      
competencies that children need to make a great start at Primary School. 

SEAC Cluster Hui 

This term the Waiuku Kãhui Ako met with other Kãhui Ako Clusters from South and East Auckland, It was an opportunity to present our 
journey so far to the ten other groups, and hear what they have been up to. The purpose was to network, collaborate and to discover new 
initiatives that have success.  It was a valuable experience and we received fantastic feedback with our journey this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kãhui Ako opportunities coming up in Term 4 

Year 0-3 Maths PLD In Focus Meeting: 16 October 

Year 4-8 Maths PI-D In Focus Meeting: 23 October 

Within School Teacher day at Otaua School: 24 October 

Little Schools to Big Schools Event: 28 November 

ECE/NE Meeting: 5 December 

 

Nga Mihi Nui, 

Todd Malcolm—Kãhui  Ako Lead \ Deputy Principal 

     Waiuku College 

     Effort and Excellence I Titiro Teitei 
                                                                                                          Ph: 09 2358139 227                                                 Waiuku Kahui Ako 
                                                                                                          Constable Road, Waiuku. Auckland, New Zealand- 21 23         Community of Learning 



Second-hand uniform 
We would very much appreciate any second-
hand uniform items that you no longer require.   
Please drop off at the Office. 

ADs Board of Trustees Meetings 2019 
(Meeting at 5.30pm in the Boardroom) 

Monday 12 August 

Monday 9 September 

Monday 21 October 

Monday 18 November 

Monday 9 December  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES CONTACT DETAILS 

Name Email Address 

Peter Attwood (Chair) peter.attwood001@gmail.com   

Phillippa Buchanan (Dep Chair) phillyeb70@gmail.com 

Gowan Ditchburn (Acting Pr.) di@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Doug Johnson (Staff Rep) jh@waiuku-college.school.nz 

James Lochead-MacMillan (Parent Rep) truffles8@hotmail.com  

Gareth Manning (Parent Rep) gareth.manning@bluescopesteel.com 

Natalie Moore (Student Rep) moorena@my.waiuku-college.school.nz 

Tom Vanderlaan (Principal) vl@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Colin Webb (Parent Rep) colin@webb.co.nz 

WAIUKU  COLLEGE   

UNIFORM  CLEARANCE 
Don’t miss out - while stock and sizes last 

 

Boys Grey Polo 

Were $48.00  now $30.00 

Boys Shorts 

Were $58.50  now $40.00 

Girls White Blouse 

Were $53.00  now $43.00 

Girls Skirts 

Were $88.50  now $60.00 

Unisex Jackets 

Were $120.00  now $80.00 

Unisex Year 12 & 13 Vest 

Were $72.00  now $40.00 

Unisex Year 13 White Polo 

Were $48.00  now $25.00 

Unisex PE Top 

Were $39.00  now $25.00 

How to claim this offer 

Mention this offer when you apply for your new home loan. 

Your new home loan application must be received, approved and 

then documented in a facility agreement, between 1 july 2019 and 

30 June 2020. 

Visit asb.co.nz/promotions/supporting-success-in-your-school for 

more information and eligibility criteria. 

Once your loan is fully drawn down, ASB will donate $500 to your 

chosen participating school. 


