
The 2020’s are here! 
We enter a new decade with a raft of global challenges before us, many of which our young people are 
struggling to come to grips with and which add pressure and anxiety to their daily lives.  As a school we 
appreciate our role in helping to educate our students on both the facts about the challenges we face, 
but also to help them navigate their way through what can be difficult times for them. Our decision to 
make the college ‘Phone Free’ is one of the measures we feel is helping to do that. Having less ‘screen 
time’ per day through restricting mobile phone use is now widely acknowledged as a positive             
contributor to improved mental wellbeing.  We thank our community for the support that we have had 
with implementation at the start of this year.  Our initial impressions as teachers have been over-
whelmingly positive about the changes we are seeing in our classrooms and on our campus. 

New Students and the Powhiri 
We were pleased to have such great parent presence and support at our Powhiri for new students at 
the start of the term.  Thanks also to the local primary teachers who were present.   

The Year 9 students enjoyed 2 days of having the school to themselves as we went through orientation 
and induction to make them feel at home and prepared for college life.  There were 194 new Year 9’s 
and our total school roll now sits at around 865.  We are aware of a very large cohort of Year 8 students 
coming through, which will push us over 900 in 2021.  It will see the school roll grow, which brings extra 
funding, possibly new buildings and added energy to our school – all positive things. 

School Donations   
Waiuku College was an early signatory to the MOE Donations Scheme and we will no longer ask our 
parents for a $150 school donation.  Some curriculum fees have also disappeared as part of this 
scheme, most notably subject costs in Food Technology.  We also provide and cover the cost of         
stationery and subject software in Year 9 and Year 10 Core subjects.  There will still be costs attached to 
recommended trips and camps, and for some materials that are used for take-home products such as in 
senior wood technology and the arts. 

TERM 1 2020 

Swimming Sports 
Thu 20 February 

Year 9 Camp 
Mon 2 to Fri 6 March 

Board meeting 
Mon 9 March @ 5.30pm 

Teacher Only Day\Polyfest 
Fri 20 March 

Board meeting 
Mon 6 April @ 5.30pm 

AT Learner Licence Wkshop 
Tue 14 to Fri 17 April 

End of Term 1 Holiday 
Thu 9 April to Fri 24 April 

(includes Easter) 

Start of Term 2 
Mon 27 April 

Please note that the        
newsletter is emailed to    
parents\caregivers, so please 
ensure we have your correct 
email address. 

The newsletter is also avail-
able on our website. 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 
Nga Mihi O Te Tau Hou Kia Koutou  

– Best wishes for the New Year to you all! 



Community Gymnasium 
The remedial work on our main school gymnasium is finally complete and we once more welcome after-hours bookings and use by 
our community.  Access through the council-funded road and parking area is greatly enhanced now as well. 

Please contact the school office for booking information.  

Facebook – Waiuku College Page 
We welcome new parents to ‘like’ our Waiuku College Facebook page, which for us is a quick and effective way to communicate 
information to our parents. It also allows us to highlight student activities, achievement and school life.  Also download the “school 
app” through which we can also send notifications. 

For a bit of fun this year we will be featuring students with ‘Mullet’ hairstyles to celebrate a unique and special part of our Waiuku 
Culture!   Watch out for our ‘Mullet of the Week’ posts. 

We welcome parent comments, but will not make school responses, and we also do not as a habit respond to queries for            
information that come through Facebook. It is better to e-mail us at office@waiuku-college.school.nz 

New Parking and Drop Off \ Pick Up Arrangements 
Our thanks to Terry Short for opening up the land across from the school on Constable Road to be used as parking by our senior 
students.  This has freed up the space in front of the early childhood centre for parents to drop off and pick up students, instead of 
coming through the school or the Bus bay in the afternoon when it is busy with buses.  We hope this helps ease some of our     
parking and congestion issues at the start and end of school days. 

Sports are Underway 
We held a successful sports muster in the second week of the term and it was great to have so many students turn up to enrol.  A  
number of sports are already underway, including orienteering, girls cricket , volleyball, and Waka Ama.  My thanks to the  parents 
who have put their hands up to help with teams.  Mrs Coe is always looking for more! 

Bikes and Motorbikes 
We have seen a dramatic increase in the number of students bringing bikes to school.  We have ordered extra cycle racks to       
accommodate the growing numbers.  Motorbike riders now have a dedicated parking area by the Technology Workshop, and we 
are arranging a storage cupboard for their riding gear.  It is great to see so many students choosing such healthy and environ-
mentally friendly ways to travel to and from school. 

Year 9 Camps March 2nd to 6th 
All Year 9 students should make the most of the chance to spend 2 days at the Awhitu Environmental Camp as part of our start of 
year programme for them.  This is a great chance to get to know their form teacher and classmates better and to be challenged 
with some planned outdoor activities. 

BYOD Devices 
As a full BYOD school, we have invested heavily in IT infrastructure and support at the college.  We get let down though by students 
who do not look after and manage their devices well.  We regularly send out e-mails with instructions for software updates and 
then find that students have problems when they have not followed up.  We ask that parents regularly check on device health with 
students and emphasize that they manage them well. 

Although we have loan devices for emergencies, we ask also that required repairs to computers are done quickly so as not to      
disadvantage student learning. 

 

Once more I thank our parents and community for their continued support and I look forward to a positive and enjoyable 2020 
school year at Waiuku College 

 

Tom Vanderlaan 

Principal 

 

 

 

STAY CONNECTED TO THE SCHOOL 

  SCHOOL APP - Go to the place where you normally download your apps and                          

    search for SchoolAppsNZ.  When you open the app for the first time you will be prompted                           

    to search for Waiuku College.  

    Remember to go into your device’s settings to allow the app to notify you of alerts. 

__________ 

  FACEBOOK - “Like” the Waiuku College Facebook page 

mailto:office@waiuku-college.school.nz


INTRODUCING OUR NEW STAFF 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCING OUR 2020 PREFECTS 

 
 

Caroline Flynn 

Fixed-term Science 

Isabelle MacKay 

Spanish 

Amy Lambourne 

Physical Education & Health 

Lino Laga’aia 

Physical Education & 

Rebecca Long 

Mathematics 

Nicholas Mulligan 

Mathematics 

Aaron Hainsworth 

Head of Physical Education 

Jillian Schuurman 

Guidance & SENCO 

Allana Wallace 

Social Science 

Aiyaz Khan 

Technology 



INTRODUCING OUR 2020 PEER SUPPORT 
LEADERS 
These students were involved with our new Year 9 student   
induction programme at the start of the year, and will remain 
as student mentors for Year 9s as they go through their first 
year of college. 

Members are: 

Fabien Abbott, Jazmine Aicken, Kennedy Baird, Piper Barton, 
Danniella Bell, Noah Bradley, Brooke Bruce-Hol, Neve Buchan, 
Alicia Capes, Jessye Darwen, Olivia Glenny, Allister Hamilton, 
Alix-Rose Hearn, Mitchell Hilton, Livy Jordan, Tara Lipscombe, 
Zoe Lund, Dylan Maxwell, Georgia McLeish, Dylan Muir, Lexi 
Muir, Jack Newton, Caroline Pembridge, Marisa Reed, Shaylah 
Richardson, Lily Sixsmith, Ava-mae Steven, Katie Tucker,     
Chantel Vaughan, Selena Wallace, Beau Watson, Anna Williams 
and Daniel Wu. 
 

Peer Support Activities 

 

INTRODUCING OUR 2020 HOUSE LEADERS 
KAURI   

Captains—Charlotte Cooper and Mitchell Hilton 

Dep. Captains—Imogen Wright and Dylan Maxwell 

Junior Captains—Hayden Coe and Marlene-Jean Richardson 

MATAI 

Captains—Danni Bell and Jayden Millen 

Dep. Captains—Shaylah Richardson and Jessica Saunders 

Junior Captains—Peta Knowles and Taiehu Taupo 

RIMU 

Captains—Anna Williams and Jessye Darwen 

Dep. Captains—Laura Walker and Zahntaye Brown-Heather 

Junior Captains—Ryan Crawford and Jasmine Begg 

TOTARA 

Captains—Lexi Muir and Cree Kaukau 

Dep. Captains—Abbey Carroll and Cleo Rodger 

Junior Captains—Raiha Martin and Sharn Lee-De Lacey 

 

 

 

NCEA News: 
Note to last year’s 11Mas01 students - the external algebra 
paper (91027) is available from Mrs Everitt in D4. 

All other external papers should now have been returned to 
students.  Any reviews and reconsiderations must be with 
NZQA by Friday 21st February.  Information can be found at 
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-results/reviews-and-
reconsiderations/  

or see Mrs Everitt for details of the process.   

Course outlines are available on Moodle and/or One Note.  
They give standard numbers, number of credits, and approxi-
mate assessment timelines.  Please get your student to show 
you. 

Any questions about NCEA, University Entrance or Scholarship, 
can be directed to Mrs Everitt— ev@waiuku-college.school.nz 

 

ANTIPODEANS 2019 
Our group of eleven Waiuku College students and teachers left 
New Zealand on 9th of December to set off on a life changing 
experience in Borneo, Malaysia.  It was a journey that put our 
persistence and willpower to the test.   

We started our expedition in Kota Kinabalu. The first couple of 
days were mind blowing for many of us.  New sights, strange 
food, hot, humid conditions and heaps of people.  On top of 
this we, the students took turns at leading the trip.   We learnt 
to double check accommodation bookings, be really flexible 
with our eating, organize travel in a different language and 
most importantly stick to a really tight budget.   

Our group spent 5 days working on a project at Torikon Village 
with the Dusun people.  We mixed concrete and dug trenches 
to construct their community hall.  It was awesome to live in a 
really different part of the world where their daily lives are 
very different from NZ.   

Our biggest challenge on the expedition was to climb to the 
peak of Mount Kinabalu at 4095 meters high!  This was an 
absolute highlight as we witnessed the sunrise and enjoyed 
the satisfaction of competing a tough mental and physical 
hike. 

Our other big challenge was spending 3 days in a freaky jungle 
camp infested with leeches.  We made friendships and      
memoires that will stick with us for life.  Finishing off the trip 
we enjoyed the city of Kuching.  A fantastic city with heaps of 
different cultures and activities.   Reflecting on our accom-
plishments, I speak for all the trip members in saying that it 
truly was a time we will never forget.  

By Antoine Ashman 

 

https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-results/reviews-and-reconsiderations/
https://www.nzqa.govt.nz/ncea/ncea-results/reviews-and-reconsiderations/


  

 

The Girls’ 1st XI Cricket Team started off their season with a 
great win this week against Howick College. 

Waiuku scored 136-6.  Jess scored 29, Molly 23 and Keely 13. 
Howick were 106 all out.   

Nicole took 3 wickets and Marlene took her 1st wicket as 
well.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REMINDER -  NETBALL 2020 

For all girls not wishing to trial, who want 
to make up their own team, please advise 
Mrs Coe ASAP.  We are happy to take you 
under the College Club Name.  

Uniforms, bibs, balls, first aid supplied to all teams. 
We require each team to have at least 8 players and a named 
adult coach and manager. 

TRIALS FORMAT: 
We are running a different format for our trials this year. 

Trial 1: 
This is for all Year 10, 11, 12 and 13.  Held at the Waiuku      
Netball Courts - 5.30 – 7.00pm 
Dates: Monday 17th, Tuesday 18th, Wednesday 19th,     
Monday 24th, Tuesday 25th February 2020. 

At the conclusion of these trials Gold and Silver will be        
announced.  From here we will name Bronze, Brass, Ivory 
(numbers depending). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trial 2: 
This is for all Year 9 Students.  Held at the Waiuku Netball 
Courts - 5.30 – 7.00pm 
Dates: Monday 9th and Tuesday 10th March 2020. 

Depending on numbers we may need 1 more.  From here we 
will name Platinum and all the other Year 9 teams. 

Waiuku Netball Centre Opening Day for 2020 is 
Saturday 2nd May . 

Registration fee is approximately $135.00 - to be confirmed. 
Permission forms must be received before Trial Dates. 
Registration Fee must be paid before opening day. 

PLEASE  PLEASE  PLEASE 
We require Coaches and Managers. 

 if you are keen to help please contact 
Judith Coe, Sports Director. 

Email: ce@waiuku-college.school.nz 

Sport 

mailto:ce@waiuku-college.school.nz


WANTED 

ICE CREAM CONTAINERS   

PLEASE DROP AT COLLEGE OFFICE 

Library Opening Hours 

  8.30am – 4.30pm  Monday to Thursday 

  8.30am – 3.30pm  Friday  
 

Chess Club - after school on Thursdays 
                                                            

 Note  The Internet is available each day 
  during lunch and after school. 

If students have any suggestions for new books 
in the library please see Mrs Becker.  

Second-hand uniform 
We would very much appreciate any second-hand  
uniform items that you no longer require.   
Please drop off at the Office. 

 

 

Waiuku College Facebook 
https/www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege 

Please like our page to keep up to date with  

life at Waiuku College 

ADs SICKNESS AT SCHOOL 
The Main Office needs to be made aware of sick or injured 
students and ask that  parents reiterate the following   
procedure: 

If a student is sick in class, the teacher will send them to 
the Student Centre where a call home will be made.   

During interval or lunchtime students can go straight to 
the Student Centre.   

How to claim this offer 

Mention this offer when you apply for your new home loan. 

Your new home loan application must be received, approved and 

then documented in a facility agreement, between 1 July 2019 and 

30 June 2020. 

Visit asb.co.nz/promotions/supporting-success-in-your-school for 

more information and eligibility criteria. 

Once your loan is fully drawn down, ASB will donate $500 to your 

chosen participating school. 

https://www.facebook.com/WaiukuCollege

