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Welcome to Waiuku College
Kia ora and greetings from Waiuku College in  
New Zealand. Thank you for taking the time to look in our 
promotional booklet to find out about our college and what 
we have to offer to international students who wish to come 
to our beautiful country. 

New Zealand is amongst the highest placed countries in the 
OECD for educational achievement in literacy, numeracy and the 
sciences. Waiuku College is proud to be a part of that education 
system and to offer a quality of education that is world rated. 

One of the special characteristics of our students, our 
college and our community is our love of sports activities 
and the outdoors. Less than an hour from Auckland city, 
Waiuku offers a small town and country living experience 
with access to farms, beaches, rivers and harbours, along 
with a multitude of sports teams and clubs. Maori culture 
and performing arts are strong and popular at our school; 

something which many of our 
international students enjoy 
getting involved with. 

Our international numbers are 
kept low (under 5% of total 
students) to ensure there is 
effective integration and English 
language learning at all times. I 
am proud of our international staff 
who ensure we deliver a superior 
quality educational, cultural and 
homestay experience. Please enjoy this small sample of our 
wonderful school, town and country. 

Tom Vanderlaan  
Principal

Waiuku College Vision
Waiuku College is a teaching and learning community 
where staff and students aim high and together 
achieve to the best of their ability. We do this by: 

 • Providing opportunities 

 • Encouraging participation 

 • Expecting effort 

 • Promoting success

Waiuku College
• Year 9-13 High School

• Co-educational (boys and girls)

• Approx. 900 students

• Less than 5% international students

•  Offering NCEA (National Certificate 
of Educational Achievement) - the 
official NZ high school achievement 
certification

The school is located in the town 
of Waiuku and offers a community 
spirit similar to that of New Zealand 
rural schools where friendship and 
acceptance are paramount.

Academic achievement is high with an 
emphasis on effort and excellence.

Waiuku College offers a wide range of 
sports and outdoor pursuits often not 
available in city schools. Performing and 

creative arts including cultural activities 
are also important at the school.

The school has use of an environmental 
camp situated in the nearby Awhitu 
regional park and offers students a 
range of outdoor trips and experiences. 
Sports facilities at the school include 
two gymnasiums, all-weather courts, an 
indoor rock climbing wall and extensive 
sports fields.

Entry Requirements
Students entering Waiuku College 
as International Students must have 
the prior learning necessary and the 
intellectual and emotional capacity to 
cope with study in New Zealand in 
English at the level enrolled.

The minimum English requirement for 
students entering Waiuku College is 

IELTS 4.5 or equivalent. Students will 
be given a placement test either prior to 
enrolling or on arrival at the college to 
determine their level.

The College may ask a student to 
undertake intensive language tuition 
at another institution for a period of 
time if it is ascertained the student 
cannot cope at Waiuku College at an 
appropriate English level.

University Requirements
Students in their last year of high 
school can achieve the University 
Entrance Qualification which is the 
internationally recognised qualification 
for most of the world’s universities.

The college has strong links to all  
New Zealand universities.
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Waiuku, your new home!
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New Zealand ranks among the highest in the Organisation 
for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) 
Programme for International Assessment (PISA) test in 
literacy, mathematics and science. 

It offers students a fantastic environment for their studies 
both in the classroom and outdoors. 

Auckland city is located in the north of New Zealand and is 
the largest and most cosmopolitan city. It has been voted 
one of the top most liveable cities in the world.

Why New Zealand?

New Zealand offers not only a 
stunning array of scenery and 
tourist activities but also has an 
excellent international reputation 
for its education from primary 
through to tertiary studies. 
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My experiences 
at Waiuku College 
was exhilarating. 
Throughout my five 
years at Waiuku 
College, I looked 
forward to having 

fun with my friends and to speak 
English daily. Studying overseas 
can sometimes be daunting and a 
bit lonely, but Waiuku College was a 
home where I could freely express 
myself and just simply be ‘me’. The 
people whom I met were friendly and 
so were the teachers. I have gained 
so much during my time at Waiuku 
College and I can’t thank all those 
who have helped me enough. 

Peter Lin, Taiwan   
Engineering, University of Auckland

Studying at Waiuku 
College is one of 
the best decisions I 
have ever made. The 
environment allows me 
to focus on my studies 
wholeheartedly and the 

people of Waiuku are very friendly. 

I could always rely on my teachers 
to provide extra support when 
necessary. I would like to thank 
the school for providing me the 
opportunity to pursue my dreams. It 
was an unforgettable experience! 

Cheree Feng, China    
Auckland University of Technology

The five years I spent 
at Waiuku College was 
the highlight of my 
educational experience. 
The people in Waiuku 
are wonderful and kind, 
the staff and students 

were also helpful with my studies. Till 
today, I am still in touch with lot of 
friends I met as well as my host family 
and teachers. With a good and solid 
foundation, I was able to get into the 
university of my choice. I strongly 
recommend Waiuku College to anyone 
who is keen to experience a traditional 
Kiwi educational experience. 

Ken Apisaksirikul, Thailand    
Victoria University
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NCEA Study Pathways

International  
recognition of NCEA

Junior Study Options

Senior Study Options
Many international students intending to go to university in New Zealand have to 
complete a foundation course in New Zealand before gaining entry into university. 
However, those who complete NCEA level 3 and meet the entry requirements of 
the course will gain direct entry into university in NZ.

*  Brazil, China, Indonesia, Japan, 

South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand

The National Certificate of Educational Achievement is 
recognised internationally for acceptance into university 
studies abroad.

NCEA level 3 is broadly comparable with the UK GCE 
Advanced, US High School Diplomas, Australian Higher 
School Certificate and German Arbitur. NCEA level 2 is 
equivalent to Matthayom 6 in Thailand.

Further information about the NCEA qualifications is available at 
the New Zealand Qualifications Authority website: www.nzqa.
govt.nz/qualifications-standards/ qualifications/ncea

International students from Waiuku College have gone on to 
study at universities in NZ, Australia, UK and also back in their 
home countries.

Years 11-13 (NCEA 1-3)
Students choose subject options - 6 subjects at levels 1 & 2 
and 5 subjects at level 3.

For a full list if subjects options available, please see,  
https://www.waiuku-college.school.nz/senior-subjects/

Year 9
All students follow a programme which include the following 
compulsory subjects:

• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• Social Studies

• Physical Education and Health

Students can also choose short term study options which 
include:

• Art

• Music

• Languages - Maori, Mandarin, Spanish or Literacy

•  Technology - Graphics, Materials or Food Technology and 
Electronics.

Year 10
All students continue with the following compulsory 
subjects:

• English

• Mathematics

• Science

• Social Studies

• Physical Education and Health

And can also choose optional subjects - Either: 2 full year 
options or 1 full year option and 2 half year options.

Options
• Art, Design Technology, Mandarin, Spanish, Maori, Music

•  Art, Graphics, Materials, Food or Fabric Technology, 
Drama, Electronics, and Information Management

Age

18+ Tertiary Studies

17-18

16-17

15-16

14-15

13-14

12-13

11-12

10-11

9-10

8-9

7-8

6-7

5-6 1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13 NCEA level 3

NCEA level 2

NCEA level 1

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

No qualification

University / 
Polytechnic

Secondary
School

Primary School /
Intermediate

University Entrance Qualification

University / 
Polytechnic

Junior / Senior
High School

Primary School

Foundation Course

Year NZ Qualification NZ System Overseas Equivalent*
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ESOL Support
New students will be tested on arrivals and placed in the 
appropriate level and class. The school has experienced 
ESOL teachers for students who need the support.

English for  
Academic Purpose 
The class is for International students who are planning to enrol 
in universities that require them to complete an EAP course. 

Study Support
International students can seek help from the International 
Dean and other subject teachers after school. 

Course and  
Career Guidance
The Dean of International Students offers ongoing advice to 
students with regards to their studies and subjects and the 
Careers Counsellor can offer advice about further studies 
and careers.

High school plus
work experience
Waiuku College has created a work experience programme 
open to Year 13 students. It offers selected students the chance 
to do an internship in school holidays in a local work place.

The programme is designed to help students decide if they 
have chosen the right career and to give them a realistic 
impression of what to expect in their job. It also helps to 
build confidence in students planning to go on to tertiary 
studies after completing high school.

Arts and Culture
Waiuku College has a strong cultural awareness and identity. It 
supports Maori arts & culture and offers Maori performing arts, 
Maori carving, and Maori Language (Te Reo Maori) among its 
subjects. It also recognises and encourages cultural awareness 
among other cultures with a cultural week held each year.

The arts department encourages students to extend 
themselves creatively through music, drama, art, 
photography and design subjects.

The school offers a wide range of art and cultural activities 
throughout the year including regular drama and musical 
performances, wearable arts competition, school talent 
quest, haka competition, and a cultural week which 
recognises and encourages art and culture through a range 
of activities for students.
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The wild west coast beach of Karioitahi and the Waiuku 
Estuary offer all the water sports you could ask for.

Many sports are offered through the school and others may 
be done in the local community.

School Sports
The following sports are offered through the school at 
various times of year:

Athletics, swimming, tennis, badminton, rock climbing, 
cricket, cross country - distance running, football, netball, 
rugby, rugby league, hockey, basketball, claybird shooting, 
multi-sports, equestrian, orienteering.

Extra Curricular Sports
The following sports are also offered in the local community:

Golf, squash, taekwondo, surfing, surf life saving, sailing, 
cycling, polo-crosse, gym sports, blo-karting, paragliding, 
horse riding, kayaking, and mountain biking.

The international office can assist students to join clubs.

Specialist Horse Riding and Surfing programmes
Waiuku College offers students two specially designed 
programmes for those who are interested in horse riding or 
surfing while they are in New Zealand.

Surfing
The West Coast beaches of New Zealand offer many 
excellent opportunities for surfing. Karioitahi beach, only 
7km from Waiuku, is a great place to learn how to surf.

Waiuku College offers students surf lessons on weekends 
and after school with an independent licensed Surf NZ 
coach. The coach takes students through a series of 
lessons designed to tutor students from beginner through to 
an independent level of surfing.

Horse Riding
Waiuku offers many opportunities for those who want to go 
horse riding and has a large equestrian community.

Waiuku College offers, through a well known coach, an 
intensive programme of horsemanship and horse riding 
open to students from beginner to advanced levels.

Students will learn many areas of horsemanship from 
maintenance and care of a horse through to stockmanship. 
Riding lessons will include: general riding, dressage, 
jumping, and western riding.

The programme is offered after school and on some 
weekends.

Sports

Waiuku offers a wide range of sports throughout the year. Because of 
its rural location there are many sports within close proximity that may 
not be on offer at city schools, such as horse riding and clay shooting.
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Orientation
Upon arrival at the school students participate in a 
comprehensive orientation programme during the first week 
of term.

Students will meet with the Dean of International Students to 
discuss their subject options and to assess how their prior 
learning matches subjects chosen.

Pastoral Care
The International Student Manager is available to students 
on a daily basis to discuss any issues that may arise and to 
support the students in their ongoing studies and life in New 
Zealand. Students are interviewed each term to ensure that 
they are coping well with their school work and their life in 
New Zealand.

The Homestay Coordinator makes regular visits to the 
homestays to ensure that the student is happy and safe in 
their living environment.

Homestay Accommodation
Waiuku college arranges homestays, which are carefully 
selected by our homestay coordinator, for its international 
students.

We offer a selection of town and rural homestays on farms 
or lifestyle blocks. All homestays are either within walking 
distance to school or on the school bus route.

However, it is recommended that students wanting to 
participate in school sports teams select a town homestay.

All homestays are inspected and families are interviewed by 
the homestay coordinator. All homestay families are vetted 
in accordance with the requirements of the Code of Practice 
for the Pastoral Care of International Students.

The Homestay Family provides:

•  Full board, which includes 3 meals per day including 
school lunch

•  A furnished, separate bedroom with a desk and study 
lamp

•  Student laundry is done

•  Accommodation from arrival to the end of the academic 
year, including school holidays

•  A supportive environment in which the student can 
become part of a New Zealand family.

The College takes care of:

•  Homestay accommodation payments

•  Student welfare over the Homestay period

If students are not staying in a homestay approved by the 
college they must stay with a parent, or with a Designated 
Caregiver arranged by their family and approved by Waiuku 
College.

All students attending Waiuku College must live in a situation 
where there is adult supervision. They are not permitted 
to live in a flat, hostel or home where there is no approved 
adult supervision.

Student Support - International Department Accommodation

The international department at Waiuku College offers the following 
support to students.
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Events Calendar

JanuaryFebruary March

AUTUMNSUMMER

TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3 TERM 4

WINTER SPRING SUMMER

April May June July August September October November December

Polyfest

Year 9 Camp
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Swimming

Winter sports:
Soccer / Netball / Rugby / Hockey

Badminton / Rock Climbing / Golf

Equestrian Polocrosse

Surfing / TennisSurfing / Tennis

School Ball

Chess Competition

School Ball

Chess Competition
Talent Fest

Annual International
Dinner

NCEA Exams

Senior Exams

Academic Week

Mathex

Careers Evening
Science

Road Show
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Please note: Dates of events are approximate
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Code
Waiuku College has agreed to observe and be 
bound by the Code of Practice 2016 for the 
Pastoral Care of International Students published 
by the Ministry of Education. Copies of the code 
are available on request from this institution or 
from the Ministry of Education website at 
www.minedu.govt.nz/goto/international

Immigration
Full details of visa and permit requirements, advice 
on rights to employment in New Zealand while 
studying, and reporting requirements are available 
through the New Zealand Immigration Service, 
and can be viewed on their website at 
www.immigration.govt.nz

Eligibility for Health Services
Most International students are not entitled to 
publicly funded health services while in New 
Zealand. If you receive medical treatment during 
your visit, you may be liable for the full costs 
of that treatment. Full details on entitlements 
to publicly funded health services are available 
through the Ministry of Health, and can be viewed 
on their website at www.moh.govt.nz

Accident Insurance
The Accident Compensation Corporation provides 
accident insurance for all New Zealand citizens, 
residents and temporary visitors to New Zealand, 
but you may still be liable for all other medical and 
related costs. Further information can be viewed 
on the ACC website at www.acc.co.nz

Medical and Travel Insurance
International students must have appropriate 
and current medical and travel insurance while 
studying in New Zealand. This is a requirement 
under The Code of Practice for the Pastoral 
Care of International Students. Waiuku College 
offers InterGlobal StudentCare medical and travel 
insurance at a cost of approximately NZ$450 - 
NZ$500 for 12 months.

If International students wish to purchase their 
own insurance elsewhere, the College needs 
to be provided with a copy of the insurance 
certificate and policy wordings so we may 
determine whether the insurance provides 
sufficient cover for the student’s medical, travel 
and potential repatriation needs.

It should be noted that costs such as medical 
treatment in New Zealand and medical evacuation 
or repatriation can be prohibitive. It is therefore 

imperative that sums insured for these benefits 
should be set at an appropriately high figure - 
ideally, this figure should be unlimited although 
the College will allow figures that it deems to be 
sufficiently high.

Below is the suggested minimum content for 
appropriate insurance policies according to the 
Code of Practice for Pastoral Care of International 
Students.

The policy should:

a.   Commence the minute the student leaves 
home for the airport on their way to New 
Zealand.

b. Apply while in transit.

c. Apply while the student is in New Zealand.

d.  Cover the student for any trips to other 
countries during the period of study.

e.  Cover the student for any holidays back to their 
home country during the period of study.

Code of Practice 2016  
for the Pastoral care of international Students

Constable Road, Waiuku 
Auckland 2123, New Zealand 
Email: international@waiuku-college.school.nz 
Phone: +64 9 235 8139

Facebook: www.facebook.com/waiukucollegeinternational

www.waiuku-college.school.nz


